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1. One of the bigger changes we made to our site is the flash slideshow of the upcoming events. 
Instead of having a list, all the events are now cycled through a picture slideshow. Each picture 
has a caption at the bottom with the name/date/time/ and a sentence or two of explanation on 
what the event is about. There are forward/previous/pause buttons so users can fast forward, 
go back, or pause at certain events. This makes the DMA site more exciting and user-friendly. 
We also included a section on faculty, showcasing them. A different faculty member will appear 
each time the page is refreshed. A department’s reputation is built by its students, as well as its 
faculty, so we think it is important to have a section on them. 

2. Purpose: this site gives new users a first impression of the department, which is why we 
emphasize on the students who go here, the faculty that instruct here, and announce the 
events that are happening. The purpose of the site is to provide prospective students with an 
accurate overview of what the UCLA design/media arts major is about, what kind of courses 
are offered, samples of projects created by the students; to provide parents with the same sort 
of information, the projects/progress that their kids make, the professors that will be teaching; 
provide parents a place where they can easily access and view the types of courses their kids 
are taking/can take; provides current students a place to view their peers’ works, a list of 
events/lectures that are going on, a student forum where students can discuss classes, find 
help, find internships/jobs 

3. Audience: current students (undergrad & grad), faculty (professors), prospective high school 
students, prospective transfer students, parents of current students, parents of prospective 
students, anyone else who has an interest in the D|MA department and its events; anyone else 
who wants to look at/check out the site. 

4. a. A high school student who is very interested in computer graphics and animation is applying 
to colleges in the fall. He sees that UCLA offers a Design | Media Arts major, but does not 
know exactly what it is, so he visits the site. Upon first sight, he is able to see the types of 
works created by the students in the department. Right below that is an ‘apply’ button, which 
gives further clear instructions on how to apply to the major. Under ‘visitors’, he is able to find a 
short description of what the major is about. Browsing around, he finds the classes that are 
offered for undergraduates, which help him get a better understanding of the department. 
b. A student’s parents are visiting her for a week. Although they let their daughter choose   
what she wants to do in the future, they weren’t too happy with her decision. The name ‘Design 
| Media Arts’ is not a very familiar major name, and they feel like their daughter will end up as a 
starving artist or a bum on the streets after she graduates. Before coming, they visit the DMA 
site. The first thing that catches their eye is the events slideshow. Taking a closer look, they 
see that there is a lecture given by Kenya Hara, a famous Japanese designer, on one of the 
days that they are staying over. They are big fans of his Muji merchandise, so they decide to 
attend the lecture. After seeing his works, they decided that their daughter just might be able to 
create designs for a living. 
c. A potential donor to the university happens to browse to the Design | Media Arts site. He is 
interested in the kind of media design that is created here, so instead of donating directly to the 
university, he decides to make a lump sum donation to the School of Arts & Architecture 
instead. 



5. Our decision to make the events calendar a flash picture slideshow would catch users’ eyes. 
Usually, people would not take much time to glance through the list of events, much less click 
on them. As a slideshow, it will now catch people’s attention, even if they are looking at 
something else on the front page. Having pictures of the events will definitely help a lot too, 
since people would definitely notice it more and take more interest in them. Our decision to 
include a section on the faculty on the front page would make the site more informative. The 
faculty of any department plays a big role in making it what it is, so showcasing the great 
faculty that teach here will let people know how awesome our department is. The main 
difference between our site and others is the way we display it. Take USC’s site for example: 
there is so much tiny text and front webpage is so long that upon first glance, it doesn’t even 
look like a site on art and design; if you just glance at it without reading the text, it looks like a 
page on politics or something. Not to mention that the super long page makes it hard to find 
things. Our site, on the other hand, is designed so people can look at it, not read it. The front 
page of a site is like its portfolio- you would want people to be able to glance through it quickly 
and get a good view and understanding of what it is, instead of making people read through it 
to find out.  
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Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
a slideshow of upcoming events. Having pictures would make the events seem more appealing and make people more interested. The bottom of each picture should have a caption, stating name/time/date with maybe a sentence or two of explanation. There should be a next/previous/pause button so users can forward or go back to see another event.


Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
The RSS feed for events should be underneath the events, making it easier for users to find.


Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
a section about one of the professors in the department that changes when the page is refreshed. People who are interested in applying/joining the department would want to know who are teaching it, since the instructors are one of the biggest factors that affect the department.


Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
Not many people are as interested in the announcements section, so it is moved to the end of the page. Since most of the announcements are about the faculty as well, it would be more fitting for it to be underneath the faculty section.


Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
the RSS feed for announcements should be underneath the list of announcements, making it easier for users to find.


Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
instead of the footer bar, the links are now graphically represented by icons.


Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
the rest of the information from the right column that were taken out.

Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
Since we got rid of the right column, we need to disperse the other information that use to be there. Students who want to apply to the major would most likely look at the projects created by current students, so the 'apply' link is now under the galleries for both grad and undergrad.

Alyssa Wang
Sticky Note
the site map/navigation bar is now rearranged; users can click on a menu depending on whether they are a visitor, faculty, graduate, or undergrad. This way, it now caters more towards the needs of different users and is more user-friendly.
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Visitors

Event Title

DJ Flex Presents

Synopsium on Design Elements

Workshop on how to DJ

Event Title

Small description

Small description

Small description

Small description

Small description

October 9, 2008 12:00AM

October 18, 2008 12:00AM

October 29, 2008 12:00AM

November 20, 2008 12:00AM

October 15, 2008 5:00AM

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas consectetuer 
molestie ante. Mauris pharetra lobortis tellus. Proin viverra nisi sit amet lectus. 
Pellentesque rhoncus orci nec nisi. Vivamus dapibus enim vitae mauris. Vivamus 
vestibulum diam sit amet enim. Aenean ante ipsum, sagittis ac, vehicula in.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas consectetuer molestie ante. Mauris 
pharetra lobortis tellus. Proin viverra nisi sit amet lectus. Pellentesque rhoncus orci nec nisi. Vivamus dapi-
bus enim vitae mauris. Vivamus vestibulum diam sit amet enim. Aenean ante ipsum, sagittis ac, vehicula.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas consectetuer molestie ante. Mauris 
pharetra lobortis tellus. Proin viverra nisi sit amet lectus. M rhoncus orci nec nisi. Vivamus dapibus enim 
vitae mauris. Vivamus vestibulum diam sit amet enim. Music provided by DJ Rogers.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas consectetuer molestie ante. Mauris 
pharetra lobortis tellus. Proin viverra nisi sit amet lectus. Pellentesque rhoncus orci nec nisi. Vivamus dapi-
bus enim vitae mauris. Vivamus vestibulum diam sit amet enim. Aenean ante ipsum, sagittis ac, vehicula.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit. Donec volutpat tellus nec odio. Praesent dolor 
metus, interdum vitae, consequat nec, malesuada ac, 
quam. Vivamus nec diam vel diam elementum congue. 
Phasellus nibh urna, auctor non, laoreet eget, consec-
tetuer ut, justo. Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora 
torquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. 
Donec imperdiet est sed pede. Cum sociis natoque 
penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus. Mauris vulputate aliquet justo. Suspend-

isse gravida. Cras at dolor eu odio aliquam commodo. Vestibulum velit nunc, mollis ut, convallis at, gravida 
ac, sem. Vestibulum adipiscing est eget arcu. Nam vitae arcu. In orci. Aliquam sodales luctus urna. 
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Herm RR
Sticky Note
Emphasis on searching for events with search bar displayed prominently at the top.

Herm RR
Sticky Note
Clicking on event does not open a new page, but just expands the event for more details about it.

Herm RR
Sticky Note
Events are shade-coded to correspond to the calendar. Nearest event is darkest, lightest event happens further into the future.

Herm RR
Sticky Note
Only put 3-4 nearest events on front page to reduce clutter.

Herm RR
Sticky Note
Search is autocompletion-enhanced. Visitor does not need to press Enter to see search results, they come up as the visitor types their query.

Herm RR
Sticky Note
Search query terms are highlighted in the results so visitors can see why that result would be relevant.

Herm RR
Sticky Note
Just like the "Upcoming Events" front page, results are shade-coded, and if an event appears in a month further in the future, the right column can accommodate multiple month calendars.



UCLA DESIGN | MEDIA ARTS
SUMMER INSTITUTE 2008

About:
Summer Institute
 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit. Integer iaculis augue non massa. Cras 
dictum sem non dolor blandit eleifend. Ut adipiscing 
porta dui. Proin felis mauris, pharetra nec, iaculis quis, 
blandit at, felis. In pretium, risus nec hendrerit rutrum, 
turpis quam pellentesque lectus, quis iaculis elit augue 
non dolor. 

 Fusce ullamcorper. Nulla suscipit sollicitudin 
ligula. Curabitur auctor nisl viverra quam euismod 
aliquet. Quisque id dolor. Quisque leo. Aliquam pretium 
augue. Donec at nunc. Fusce ut lorem eu eros hendrerit 
convallis. Morbi laoreet nisi vel felis volutpat vehicula. 
Praesent tempor ipsum a dui. Maecenas lobortis elit a 
tellus congue iaculis.

 Donec venenatis facilisis sapien. Vestibulum 
ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices 
posuere cubilia Curae; Mauris sed lorem at massa 
tempus suscipit. Aenean pede odio, auctor et, semper 
non, sollicitudin sed, erat. Nunc mollis nulla eget purus.
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random picture from 
summer institute

A picture from the summer program 
that changes when refreshed, so 
students have a feel of what it is like 
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