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The idea that we are a species whose technological progress has far surpassed its spiritual growth is one echoed by a number of different religious traditions. The indiscriminate and mechanized death that ravaged the 20th century is, as Michael Lerner puts it, a “visible symbol of a world increasingly radical and out of control.” In the eyes of many, the unprecedented violence of modern times is only characteristic of a society teetering on the brink of its own destruction.

The unfortunate reality is that while our capacity for destruction continues to increase at an alarming rate, our ability to show compassion towards those different from ourselves remains stunted. This “compassion”—alternatively identified as the recognition of human sanctity, respect of the soul, a “reverence” for life—has a much simpler name: Love. In a world growing evermore cynical and self-estranged, the value of Love has faded and it’s meaning diluted. 

Abstract, though not abstruse, Love is a sort of universal human capacity whose power is praised among all major religious traditions as well as throughout secular culture. Love, in all its diverse manifestations, is the common denominator among every religion’s “blueprint” for a prosperous and peaceful existence. And, as evidenced by the overwhelming volume of both religious and secular literature in its support, mankind’s ability to “love” is inextricably linked to its survival.

What’s wrong?

What is … Love?

How Love can help.

In discussing the human situation, we often find ourselves seeking we call a peaceful “coexistence.” However well founded, this goal is misled. The errancy in this aim lies within the division of humanity into separate parts of a whole. We may celebrate the diversity and
