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Response, The Yes Men Man

Awesome! I love the Yes Men. I think everything they’ve done is great, pure good. I think their work does a lot to inspire people to “wake up” and question the practices of monolithic corporations, who are able to perpetrate a lot of ill-deeds because they are in “control,” and who probably control more aspects of a given individual’s daily life than they suspect. Furthermore, I think they could go about spreading this message in a very dry, wordy, academic manner, but they’ve used the channels of media in a way that we’re used to, to make that message so much more accessible and so much more entertaining. Andy Bichlbaum’s corporate sleaze bag character reminds me a bit of Steve Carell’s incompetent office manager. Their work certainly ties into the modern traditions of mimicry in the sense that Steven Colbert goes as far as to ridicule his opponents by becoming an embodiment of then.

 My question at the end of lecture was whether or not Bichlbaum thought a free market society could exist without the sort of evils that the Yes Men seek to expose. Personally, I do not, but I have a hard time conceiving of a society to replace ours (if not for the same reason the Situationist International suggested that people know they are not free yet cannot conceive of a true definition of freedom). So, no I don’t think he really answered my question, but I’m too fond of his work to really have prodded much harder (and it seemed like he wanted to leave).

On the whole, it seemed that the impression of the audience in the EDA tonight was one of near unanimous enthusiasm. Naturally, I was curious to see what sort of criticism of the Yes Men existed. Somebody asked Andy if one of the Yes Men hoaxes had ever been foiled, if they had ever experienced a major disappointment or something to that effect. Andy didn’t pause, responded “no,” and scored a laugh. Lies! (http://pranks.com/2007/07/14/cato-institute-kos-yes-men-attempt/) From the Wikipedia page on the Yes Men: 

“In July 2007 an attempt to pretend to film a documentary about Milton Friedman in order to obtain interviews with right wing think tanks was foiled by the Cato Institute when their cover story did not work out. Paint was thrown on them by Bureaucrash, the Competitive Enterprise Institute supporter pro-freedom culture jammers, on their way out.”

So I think it’s important to note that a sort of right-leaning version of the Yes Men exists (who believe we suffer from too much government regulation?), and that the Yes Men message is not going completely unchallenged. Looking back, I wish Andy would have been willing to admit some degree of fallibility in response to that question! My only other criticism is that the reality of people being let down by such hoaxes as the Dow apology or their stunt in New Orleans seems to have been rebuked outright in Andy’s clips. Even if the media unduly perpetuated the accusation that the Yes Men were cruel in  playing on the plights of these people, that opinion must have been held by at least some of the victims of these crises. Showing only one in either case who appreciated the prank seemed selective.

