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Dowden,  Myth and Prehistory

The most important assertion I could draw from this reading is that its futile to search for a society without myth, and therefore, more futile to try and deduce the origin of mythology. I think what Dowden is pointing to in the introductory paragraph is that man, by definition, will question his origins, and aim to fill this void with “religion” or “myth,” however the two are defined. Therefore a world before religion is a world before mankind, and vice versa. The most pressing piece of historical evidence Dowden presents is something of a “cultural continuity” from the Mycenaean Age to the Historical Age (quoting Nilsson). For this, we may find the “origins” of Greek myth somewhere between that transition. Nonetheless, Dowden underscores the futility of the search throughout.

Though it probably deviates from the sort of questions Professor Eckerman would like us to be considering in these response, I was kind of confused as to why Dowden felt the need to investigate this issue in such depth given his obvious disapproval of such an investigation. The introductory paragraph almost seems as if its telling the reader not to bother continuing on with the chapter. Who exactly is Dowden addressing? Does his readership exist outside of academia? Is he obligated to elaborate on these views? I guess I’d like to know more about the contemporary practice of mythological investigation, who it affects, how it progresses, etc.

