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Crystal My steries

Topics
Whether there is or is not a Santa Claus is a Of
matter of personal predilection, but there has The
been no choice about another seasonal proposi-
tion: no two snowflakes are alike. How many par- Times

ents have been pleased to astonish their children

with that assertion of crystalline infinity?

Now it's the parents’ turn to be astonished. A letter in
the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society de-
scribes the belief in no-two-alike as ‘‘a bit of folk wisdom
generally accepted even among those few regarded as ex-
perts in the subject.’” But it is no more. The author, Dr.
Nancy Knight, a scientist at the National Center for At-
mospheric Research, reports finding a matching pair in a
snowstorm over Wisconsin. She was collecting flakes on a
research flight, exposing a glass slide to pick up crystals.
A photo reveated the similarity of two of them.

What's the significance of her discovery? ‘‘Nothing
cosmic,” Dr. Knight says. ‘“It’s not going to solve the
greenhouse effect.”’ The real challenge that she sees is ex-
plaining how two crystals grew the same.

A myth demolished, but nature's mystery survives.
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