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3Course + contents

class description

154A Communication Design I - Studio, six 

hours; outside study, nine hours. Preparation: 

completion of preparation for major courses. 

Enforced requisite: course C101 or 104 or C106. 

Focus on relationship of type to content, image, 

and materials. Acquisition of knowledge of and 

sensitivity to typography in context of complex 

communication problems in print and digital 

media. Research, concept and content devel-

opment, and articulation of methodology for 

visualization. P/NP or letter grading.

As far as I knew, this class was supposed to be the extension of 

DESMA 25 (Typography), which I also took with Henri Lucas.  

I had seen work from Rebecca Mendez’s 154A class ... it seemed 

to me like a pretty straightforward task: here’s some content, 

now do the “design” thing. I’d soon find out that this class would 

work somewhat differently.

THE ASSIGNMENT

D.O.B. - date of birth is a research project 

on the day you were born. Aim is to figure out 

what world you were born into. What happened 

that day, besides the “beginning of your life?” 

What other NEWS events occurred LOCAL, 

NATIONAL, GLOBAL? What MUSIC was playing 

on the radio, what was popular on national 

TELEVISION, what was in FASHION, what was the 

weather like? What star constellation were you 

born under? Which CELEBRITIES were born that 

day and/or were celebrating their birthdays? 

But also, who was there when you were born, 

were there older brothers and sisters? Were you 

born in a hospital, do your mom and dad have 

specific details and stories?

This assignment is about gathering data, 

archiving, catagorizing, scaling and visually 

translating data. An important aspect of this 

assignment is story telling.

Sources: internet, newspapers (of that day and 

the day after), time-lines, info graphics, astrol-

ogy, your family, the library, etc.
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5debriefing the syllabus

I think a defining characteristic of our era is 

the blurring of the seperations between what 

we usually define as “high” or “low” culture. 

We’re just beginning to realize that the New 

York Philharmonic and Snoop Dogg both 

produce art of equal cultural significance. 

Considering the full range of “cultural 

products” gives us a better sense of our 

society’s collective consciousness at a given 

point in time.

“This assignment is about gathering data, 

archiving, catagorizing, scaling and visually 

translating data. An important aspect of this 

assignment is STORY-TELLING. Sources: inter-

net, newspapers (of that day and the day after), 

time-lines, info graphics, astrology, your fam-

ily, the library, etc.”

We definitely belong to a society with a very 

rich written history. We archive everything. 

Depending on the assortment of informa-

tion we choose to present, we create more 

meaning than a given piece of information 

could provide for autonomously. Through 

the juxtaposition and categorization of find-

ings that share a common thread, we begin 

to weave a story.

dissect & debrief

“D.O.B. - date of birth is a research project 

on the day you were born. Aim is to figure out 

what world you were born into. What happened 

that day, besides the ‘beginning of your life?’” 

Throughout our youth, I think our parents 

try to do their best to ensure their children 

of a certain sense of stability and safety. 

Something that says the world isn’t chang-

ing ... things will stay the same. Probably the 

most shocking part of entering adulthood 

is the realization that history is subject to 

constant revision, and that we’re very deeply 

intertwined with the way it will play out. By 

analyzing the circumstances that precede 

our existence, we get a better sense of our 

“trajectory,” the impact the world has on us 

and vice versa.

“What other NEWS events occurred LOCAL, 

NATIONAL, GLOBAL? What MUSIC was playing 

on the radio, what was popular on national 

TELEVISION, what was in FASHION, what was the 

weather like? What star constellation were you 

born under? Which CELEBRITIES were born that 

day and/or were celebrating their birthdays?” 

a “visual essay”

Before moving any further, it might be best to 

talk a bit about what this book is supposed to 

accomplish (for those not directly involved in 

the class itself). It is the final project for 154a, 

but unlike other books put together for the end 

of a quarter, it aims to weigh the process over 

the product. 

I’d feel a bit sleazy if I didn’t point out that a 

lot of this particular process was put together 

retroactively. I don’t think we realized the im-

portance of a documentation of this sort until 

a good deal of the quarter had passed, so there 

was some lost time to be made up for. 

That said, the creation of the “process book” is 

supposed emphasize the importance of a reli-

able working method.
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7

The “rich picture” is like a fancy flowchart that 

lets you see how I was organizing my thought 

before I actually sought out research materials. 

Starting with the central theme (in our case the 

date of birth, the point is to make an associative 

diagram which will ultimately dictate the form 

the research will take. In my case I can see that 

the events that happened on my birthday will 

both be covered by the people who were there 

to see them and the media that’s kept track 

of them over the years, in databases, news ar-

chives and research indexes.

a “RICH PICTURE”

grid3_backupVI.indd   4 3/18/08   1:24:44 PM



INDEX OF RESEARCH 9

Boy, 16,  Charged in Ax Murders Of 4 in His Family in Minnesota 

THE NEW YORK TIMES,  2/20/88,  LEAD:  The  author i t ies  today  arres ted 

David  Brom,  16 years  o ld ,  in  the  ax  murders  of  h is  parents ,  a  brother 

and a  s is ter .  Prosecutors  sa id  they  would  seek  to  t ry  h im as  an adul t 

on murder  charges .

Mother Seized In Slaying Of 5-Year-Old  DAVID E.  PITT  f or   the new 

york times,  12/16/88 ,  LEAD :  The  mother  of  a  5 -year -o ld  g i r l  and the 

mother ’s  companion were  charged yes terday  wi th  second-degree  mur-

der  a f ter  the  chi ld ,  who was  found beaten,  sexual ly  abused and near 

death  in  the  couple ’s  Brooklyn apar tment ,  d ied  Wednesday  night  a ta 

hospi ta l .

discrimination

IN BRIEF:  People are real ly fr ightened of  AIDS, and a lot  of  people are 

convinced that gays are to blame for the epidemic.  Religious leaders 

denounce homosexuality,  people assault  gays on the street .  Gay com-

munity responds with protest .

new york times index,  3/20/88,  abstract:  Howard Russe l l ,  homo-

sexual  who l ives  in  Middlebury ,  Vt ,  says  he  hopes  gay  r ights  b i l l  that 

has  been passed by  Vermont  Senate  wi l l  he lp  s top  d iscr iminat ion he 

fee ls  he  has  suf fered ;  b i l l ,  which faces  s t rong opposi t ion in  House ,  has 

rece ived  backing of  Deve lopment  Secretary  E lder t  Moul ton.

New york times index,  4/24/88,  abstract:  Federa l ly  f inanced man-

ual  out l ing  curr iculum of  sex  educat ion for  teenagers  has  touched of f 

po l i t i ca l  f i res torm in  New Hampshire  because  i t  descr ibes  homosexu-

a l i ty  as  normal ;  s ince  January  more  than 200 copies  of  manual  have 

been dis t r ibuted  to  medica l ,  fami ly  p lanning and government  agencies 

around s ta te ;  Federa l  Government  has  begun ac t ion to  t ry  to  b lock 

i t s  d is t r ibut ion.

crime

IN BRIEF:  An astonishing amount of  chi ldren are involved in crime. 

Most violent crimes stem from drugs . . .  a few celebrit ies  gone wild here 

and there,  but most ly drugs.

2 Boys Held in Crack Case, THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/14/88,  Two 

boys ,  10  and 13  years  o ld ,  have  been charged in  Dorchester  Dis tr ic t 

Court  wi th  operat ing  a  s idewalk  business  peddl ing  crack .  They  were 

arres ted  Fr iday .

STUDENTS TACKLE ISSUES OF VIOLENCE  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  6/30/88 , 

LEAD: About  a  th ird  of  American fami l ies  exper ience  domest ic  v io -

lence ,  according to  the  fami ly  research laboratory  a t  the  Univers i ty  of 

New Hampshire  in  Durham.  At  leas t  1 .8  mi l l ion women are  assaul ted 

by  their  husbands  every  year  and more  than 1 .6  mi l l ion chi ldren are 

abused by  parents .

870 Arrested in Effort to Halt Gang Violence in Los Angeles 

THE NEW YORK TIMES,  9/19/88 ,  LEAD :  Po l ice  of f icers  swept  gang terr i -

tor ies  and arres ted  more  than 870 people  to  curb  v io lence  that  caused 

one death  and le f t  a t  leas t  four  people  wounded over  the  weekend,  the 

author i t ies  sa id  today . 

Parole Action Could Close Landmark Murder Case  SELWYN 

RAAB f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  10/2/88,  LEAD:  Somet ime ear ly  next 

month,  New York  Sta te  pr isoner  66A0003 wi l l  ask  the  Paro le  Board  to 

wr i te  the  f ina l  chapter  in  the  Wyl ie -Hoffer t  murder  case  -  a  landmark 

lega l  saga  that  was  p ivota l  in  abol ishing the  s ta te ’s  death  penal ty  and 

in  res tr ic t ing  pol ice  interrogat ions  throughout  the  country . 

Mother Who Gives Birth to Drug Addict Faces Felony Charge,  

THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/16/88,  A  woman whose  son was  born addic t -

ed  to  coca ine  was  charged today  wi th  chi ld  abuse  and de l ivery  of  the 

drug to  her  baby ,  a  fe lony  drug charge  that  prosecutors  say  has  nev -

er  been used against  a  new mother .  The chi ld ,  Michael  Hudson,  was 

born ,  Nov .  13  infec ted  wi th  syphi l i s  as  wel l  as  addic ted  to  coca ine , 

the  author i t ies  sa id .  He has  been t rea ted  and p laced in  a  fos ter  home 

awai t ing  adopt ion.  His  mother ,  Toni  Suzet te  Hudson,  29 years  o ld , 

was  arres ted  Thursday  on a  s t reet  corner  known for  drug sa les .  She 

was  be ing he ld  in  the  Seminole  County  ja i l  in  l ieu  of  $2 ,000 bond. 

Other  F lor ida  prosecutors  have  charged mothers  of  addic ted  babies 

wi th  chi ld  abuse ,  but  never  wi th  v io la t ing  drug laws,  sa id  Jef f  Deen, 

the  Seminole -Brevard  Ass is tant  Sta te  At torney .  Charge  Has  30-Year 

Penal ty  Convic t ion of  chi ld  abuse  genera l ly  carr ies  a  sentence  of  no 

more  than 60 days .  The drug charge  carr ies  a  maximum sentence  of  30 

years .  Mr.  Deen sa id  he  could  prosecute  Ms.  Hudson for  de l iver ing the 

drug because  s ta te  law def ines  i t  s imply  as  a  t ransfer  f rom one person 

to  another .  He sa id  he  p lanned to  argue that  the  mother  t ransferred 

the  drug to  Michael  by  ingest ing  i t . 

Boy, 15,  Is Convicted of Murder for Thrill  THE NEW YORK TIMES, 

3/11/88,  LEAD:  A  15 -year -o ld  boy  who beat  a  c lassmate  to  death  wi th  a 

basebal l  ba t  because  he  wanted to  know what  i t  was  l ike  to  k i l l  some-

one was  convic ted  of  murder  today  and sentenced to  l i fe  in  pr ison.

Singer James BroWn Receives 6-Year Sentence in Car Chase, 

THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/15/88,  The soul  s inger  James Brown was  sen-

tenced to  s ix  years  in  pr ison today  for  fa i l ing  to  s top  for  the  pol ice  in  a 

two s ta te  automobi le  chase .  But  he  was  acqui t ted  of  assaul t  wi th  intent 

to  k i l l .  Mr .  Brown’s  lawyer ,  Bi l l  Weeks ,  had argued that  the  prospect 

of  arres t ing  a  ce lebr i ty  caused the  pol ice  to  overreact  in  their  pur -

sui t  o f  Mr.  Brown.  But  the  prosecutor ,  Rober t  Harte ,  sa id  Mr.  Brown 

admit ted  that  he  fa i led  to  obey  a  pol ice  of f icer ’s  command to  pul l 

over .  An Aiken County  jury  de l ibera ted  more  than three  hours  before 

f inding Mr.  Brown gui l ty  of  two counts  of  aggravated  assaul t  and of 

e luding the  pol ice .

Man, 18,  Guilty Of Conspiracy In ‘86 Murders  THE NEW YORK 

TIMES,  12/8/88,  LEAD:  An 18-year -o ld ,  accused of  he lp ing p lo t  the  shoot -

ing  deaths  of  h is  f r iend’s  fa ther  and brother ,  was  convic ted  today  of 

conspiracy  and cr iminal  fac i l i ta t ion but  acqui t ted  of  murder . 

research

Abstrac ts  and/or  fu l l  tex t  t ranscr ipts  of  the  ar t ic les  and f igures  that 

serve  as  the  pro jec t ’ s  content .  Ar t ic les  are  arranged by  keyword, 

wi th  an “ in  br ie f”  overv iew genera l iz ing  eaching sec t ion’s  f indings . 

Misce l laneous  s tuf f  i s  in  back . 
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INDEX OF RESEARCH 11

Submachine Guns and Unpredictability Are Hallmarks of 

Crack’s Violence  PETER KERR f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  3/18/88 , 

LEAD :  Crack  has  brought  a  new leve l  o f  drug v io lence  to  New York  and 

severa l  o ther  American c i t ies ,  and law-enforcement  of f ic ia ls  say  they 

now fear  that  many of  the  unsta ted  codes  of  the  s t reet  -  res t ra ints  that 

of ten protec ted  the  pol ice ,  drug agents  and wi tnesses  f rom at tack  -  may 

be  s tar t ing  to  d isappear .

Mother Who Gives Birth to Drug Addict Faces Felony Charge,  

THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/16/88,  A  woman whose  son was  born addic t -

ed  to  coca ine  was  charged today  wi th  chi ld  abuse  and de l ivery  of  the 

drug to  her  baby ,  a  fe lony  drug charge  that  prosecutors  say  has  nev -

er  been used against  a  new mother .  The chi ld ,  Michael  Hudson,  was 

born ,  Nov .  13  infec ted  wi th  syphi l i s  as  wel l  as  addic ted  to  coca ine , 

the  author i t ies  sa id .  He has  been t rea ted  and p laced in  a  fos ter  home 

awai t ing  adopt ion.  His  mother ,  Toni  Suzet te  Hudson,  29 years  o ld , 

was  arres ted  Thursday  on a  s t reet  corner  known for  drug sa les .  She 

was  be ing he ld  in  the  Seminole  County  ja i l  in  l ieu  of  $2 ,000 bond. 

Other  F lor ida  prosecutors  have  charged mothers  of  addic ted  babies 

wi th  chi ld  abuse ,  but  never  wi th  v io la t ing  drug laws,  sa id  Jef f  Deen, 

the  Seminole -Brevard  Ass is tant  Sta te  At torney .  Charge  Has  30-Year 

Penal ty  Convic t ion of  chi ld  abuse  genera l ly  carr ies  a  sentence  of  no 

more  than 60 days .  The drug charge  carr ies  a  maximum sentence  of  30 

years .  Mr.  Deen sa id  he  could  prosecute  Ms.  Hudson for  de l iver ing the 

drug because  s ta te  law def ines  i t  s imply  as  a  t ransfer  f rom one person 

to  another .  He sa id  he  p lanned to  argue that  the  mother  t ransferred 

the  drug to  Michael  by  ingest ing  i t . 

In Manhattan And Brooklyn; Separate Arrests Involve 

Handgun and Drugs JESUS RANGEL f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES, 

12/23/88,   Two New York  Ci ty  school teachers  were  arres ted  yes terday , 

one  for  i l lega l ly  possess ing a  handgun that  the  pol ice  sa id  had been 

found by  a  s tudent  and that  the  teacher  had of fered  to  buy ,  and the 

o ther  on drug charges .  The f i rs t  teacher ,  Donald  Johnson,  38 ,  was 

arres ted  a t  Thomas Jef ferson High School  in  the  East  New York  sec -

t ion of  Brooklyn,  where  he  taught  Engl ish ,  and charged wi th  i l lega l ly 

possess ing a  handgun.  The charge ,  a  th ird  degree  fe lony ,  ordinar i ly 

carr ies  a  minimum sentence  of  a t  leas t  one  year  in  ja i l .  The  pol ice 

their  cheeks  when they  te l l  me,  ‘ In  the  back  of  my mind I  knew I  was 

hurt ing  my baby ,  but  in  the  f ront  of  i t ,  I  needed more  rocks . ’ “ 

environment

in brief:  People are starting to realize that we’re wrecking the planet.

TIME Magazine Cover: Endangered Earth “Planet” of the Year

PROTECTION AGENCY; E.P.A.  Critic Enters the Lion’s Den And Is 

Showered by Wild Applause PHILIP SHABECOFF f or   the new york 

times,  1/15/88 ,  LEAD :  Barry  Commoner ,  the  environmenta l  sc ient is t , 

spoke  by  inv i ta t ion to  an S .R.O.  crowd of  Environmenta l  Protec t ion 

Agency  employees  ear l ier  th is  week and t rea ted  them to  a  fa i r ly  savage 

cr i t ique  of  the ir  e f for ts  to  protec t  the  nat ion’s  hea l th  f rom pol lut ion.

Environmental Groups Optimistic About Their Prospects With 

Bush  PHILIP SHABECOFF f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  11/16/88 ,  LEAD : 

Nat ional  environmenta l  groups ,  despondent  when Ronald  Reagan was 

e lec ted  Pres ident  e ight  years  ago  because  of  h is  proc la imed host i l i ty  to 

environmenta l  regula t ions ,  are  express ing opt imism about  their  pros -

pects  in  a  Bush adminis tra t ion. 

Pollution Ills Stir Support for Environment Groups  CLIFFORD 

D.  MAY f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  8/21/88,  LEAD :  The  s ta te  of  many 

beaches  th is  summer and sc ient i f ic  repor ts  that  po l lut ion may be  a l -

ter ing  the  c l imate  are  the  two key  fac tors  contr ibut ing to  a  surge  of 

support  for  the  environmenta l  movement .

New york times index,  4/26/88,  abstract:  United  Methodis t 

Church’s  Genera l  Conference ,  h ighest  po l icymaking body  of  church, 

wi l l  d iscuss  issue  of  homosexual i ty ,  and whether  homosexual  behav-

ior  i s  incompat ib le  wi th  Chris t ian teaching and thus  bar  to  church 

leadership .

New york times index,  5/03/88,  abstract:  Uni ted  Methodis t 

Church’s  Genera l  Conference  votes  to  mainta in  pos i t ion that  homo-

sexual  behavior  i s  incompat ib le  wi th  Chris t ian teaching and bar  to 

ordained minis t ry .

New york times index,  6/12/88,  abstract:  S tudy  by  Phi lade lphia 

Lesbian and Gay  Task  Force  has  repor ted  that  near ly  ha l f  o f  c i ty ’s 

homosexual  men and one f i f th  of  c i ty ’s  lesbians  suf fer  v io lent  cr imes 

in  year  because  of  the ir  sexual  or ienta t ion,  says  f igures  are  a lmost  12 

t imes  nat ional  annual  cr iminal  v io lence  ra te  for  a l l  men and 10 t imes 

ra te  for  a l l  women. 

New york times index,  6/17/88,  abstract:  Delegates  to  Southern 

Bapt is t  Convent ikon in  San Antonio  condemn homosexual i ty  as 

‘a  manifes ta t ion of  a  depraved nature ’  and ‘pervers ion of  d iv ine 

s tandards . ’ 

New york times index,  7/03/88,  abstract:  F lurry  of  recent  s tud-

ies  have  conf i rmed that  harassment  and cr imes  against  homosexuals 

are  increas ing;  gay -r ights  ac t iv is ts  say  inc idents  are  becoming more 

v io lent ;  problem seems to  s tem from complex  mix  of  c i rcumstances , 

inc luding anxie t ies  and resentment  about  AIDS epidemic .

New york times index,  8/08/88,  abstract:  Dozen gay  protes ters ,  a t 

mont ly  protes t  mass  across  s t reet  f rom St  Patr ick ’s  Cathedra l ,  p lace 

wreath  bear ing words  “Free  Sharon Kowalski”  a t  a l tar  ins ide  ca thedra l ; 

Kowalski  i s  d isabled  woman whose  parents  are  f ight ing  her  gay  lover 

over  her  care  and v is i tors .

sa id  that  Mr.  Johnson took the  gun from a  14-year -o ld  s ludent  a t  the 

school  Dec .  15  a f ter  the  s tudent  sa id  she  found i t  in  a  school  bathroom. 

Another  teacher  whose  s tudents  sa id  had warned them about  drugs  was 

arres ted  and charged wi th  possess ion of  mari juana and coca ine  af ter 

an invest igat ion begun by  a  t ip  to  a  school  of f ic ia l ,  the  pol ice  sa id .  The 

teacher ,  Shir ley  Smith ,  48 years  o ld ,  o f  3  Washington Square  Vi l lage , 

was  suspended f rom teaching and t ransferred  to  a  job  in  the  loca l  d is -

t r ic t  o f f ice .  Ms.  Smith ,  who taught  f i f th  grade  a t  Publ ic  School  34  a t 

730 East  12th  Street ,  bought  two smal l  bags  of  mari juana f rom a  man 

in  f ront  of  244 East  7 th  Street  a t  8 :35  P .M.  Wednesday ,  sa id  Sgt .  John 

Cl i f ford ,  a  po l ice  spokesman.  During a  subsequent  search three  enve-

lopes  conta ining coca ine  were  found on her .  Ms.  Smith  was  charged 

wi th  cr iminal  possess ion of  a  contro l led  substance  and unlawful  pos -

sess ion of  mari juana.

1,200 Pounds of Cocaine Seized; 9 Held, AP,  5/19/88,  LEAD:  A  sup-

p ly  l ine  that  would  have  brought  near ly  e ight  tons  of  coca ine  into  the 

Hamptons  for  the  resor t  season was  cut  of f  by  undercover  agents  who 

conf isca ted  the  f i rs t  shipment ,  faked a  de l ivery  and made nine  arres ts , 

the  author i t ies  sa id  today .  A supply  l ine  that  would  have  brought  near -

ly  e ight  tons  of  coca ine  into  the  Hamptons  for  the  resor t  season was 

cut  of f  by  undercover  agents  who conf isca ted  the  f i rs t  shipment ,  faked 

a  de l ivery  and made nine  arres ts ,  the  author i t ies  sa id  today .

3 TONS OF COCAINE SEIZED ON L. I .  AND 3 ARE ARRESTED PETER KERR 

f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  4/2/88,  LEAD:  Near ly  three  tons  of  coca ine 

was  se ized and three  Colombians  were  arres ted  in  a  warehouse  on 

Long Is land Thursday  night  in  what  Federa l  o f f ic ia ls  sa id  was  the  na-

t ion’s  largest  se izure  of  coca ine  outs ide  of  F lor ida ,  the  author i t ies 

announced today .

We Are Losing The War on Drugs ROBERT M. MORGENTHAU f or  THE 

NEW YORK TIMES,  2/16/88,  LEAD:  Af ter  a  br ie f  absence ,  i l lega l  drugs 

are  back  in  the  news.  Honduran Army of f icers  are  se t t ing  up drug 

operat ions  in  their  country .  Gen.  Manuel  Antonio  Nor iega ,  the  mi l i -

tary  leader  of  Panama,  has  been indic ted  in  F lor ida  for  t ra f f ick ing in 

drugs .  The At torney  Genera l  o f  Colombia  was  murdered for  h is  op-

pos i t ion to  the  Medel l in  drug car te l .  Front  page  headl ines  announced 

New york times index,  8/23/88,  abstract:  S ix  men a t tack  two others 

wi th  knives  and basebal l  ba t  on Manhat tan’s  Upper  West  S ide  a f ter 

harass ing men wi th  ant i -homosexual  comments .

New york times index,  8/24/88,  abstract:  Two men are  a t tacked 

on Upper  West  S ide  of  Manhat tan by  group of  kni fe  and bat -wie ld ing 

teen-agers  shout ing ant i -homosexual  epi thets ;  David  Wertheier ,  head 

of  New York  Ci ty  Gay  and Lesbian Ant i -Vio lence  Projec t ,  says  num-

ber  of  assaul ts  against  people  who are  homosexual  or  are  perce ived 

by  o thers  to  be  homoesxual  has  r isen dramat ica l ly  th is  year ;  v ic t ims, 

Barry  Finnegan and David  Frank,  were  a t tacked by  s ix  youths ;  both 

are  in jured.

New york times index,  8/31/88,  abstract:  1 ,000 s tage  protes t  on 

Upper  West  S ide  of  Manhat tan to  protes t  recent  v io lence  against  ho-

mosexuals  and pol ice  arres t  a t  leas t  100 for  b locking t ra f f ic .

New york times index,  12/29/88,  abstract:  Op-Ed ar t ic le  by  Rober t 

A Bernste in  on comment  by  Judge  Jack  Hampton of  Dal las ,  that  he 

imposed 30-year  pr ison sentence  on convic ted  murderer ,  ra ther  than 

l i fe  term,  because  v ic t ims were  homosexual ;  says  f r ightening impl ica -

t ion of  h is  remark is  that  gay  persons  are  l ike  fa i r  game,  that  v io lence 

against  them is  a t  leas t  par t ia l ly  excusable ;  says  contrary  to  what  some 

people  th ink and fear ,  homosexuals  do  not  have  power  to  a l ter  anybody 

e lse ’s  sexual  or ienta t ion

drugs

IN BRIEF:  People are absolutely in love with coke and absolutely crazy 

about crack.  They put i t  before others’  l ives ,  their  own l ives ,  and even 

their  chi ldren’s  l ives .

that  according to  a  Just ice  Depar tment  s tudy ,  upward of  three -quar ters 

of  the  men arres ted  for  ser ious  cr imes  in  12  major  c i t ies  had tes ted 

pos i t ive  for  drug use .  In  New York ,  a  17 -year -o ld  was  arres ted  af ter  an 

8-day ,  1 1 - robbery  spree  in  which he  murdered 5  innocent  people  and 

wounded 6 others  -a l l  to  support  h is  crack  habi t .

Dukakis Hits Hard at Bush On Foreign Aid and Drugs ANDREW 

ROSENTHAL f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  11/3/88,   LEAD:  Gov .  Michael 

S .  Dukakis ,  us ing unusual ly  harsh language  to  a t tack  Vice  Pres ident 

Bush on the  drug issue ,  assa i led  his  Republ ican r iva l  today  for  not 

commit t ing  himsel f  to  cut t ing  of f  fore ign a id  to  countr ies  that  fa i l  to 

cooperate  wi th  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  in  the  war  against  drugs .

Crack Use on the Rise in Suburbs, PHILLIP LUTZ f or   THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  11/13/88,  When crack  became a  commodi ty  about  three 

years  ago ,  t ra f f ick ing in  the  drug was  s t r ic t ly  an  urban phenomenon. 

Now,  use  and sa le  of  the  highly  potent  coca ine  der iva t ive  are  esca -

la t ing  throughout  suburban Long Is land,  as  are  assoc ia ted  problems. 

Al though no one knows how many Long Is landers  are  involved  in 

crack  t ransact ions ,  hea l th  and law-enforcement  author i t ies  agreed 

that ,  based on the  ef fec ts  the  drug is  hav ing,  those  numbers  are  grow-

ing among an increas ingly  d iverse  group.  The ef fec ts  of  crack ,  inc lud-

ing  addic t ion and cr ime,  are  prompting hea l th  and law-enforcement 

agencies  in  Nassau and Suffo lk  Count ies  to  s tep  up their  ant icrack 

ac t iv i t ies .

Crack Comes to the Nursery JOHN LANGONE f or  THE NEW YORK 

TIMES,  9/19/88,  When reports  surfaced in  the  ear ly  1980s that  coca ine 

use  by  pregnant  women could  cause  ser ious  phys ica l  and menta l  im-

pairment  to  the ir  newborns ,  i t  was  another  warning that  the  snowy 

whi te  drug was  not  as  harmless  as  some be l ieved.  Doctors  found that 

coca ine ,  l ike  heroin  and a lcohol ,  could  be  passed f rom the  user -mother 

to  the  fe tus  wi th  d isas trous  resul ts .  S ince  then the  epidemic  of  co -

ca ine-af f l i c ted  babies  has  only  become worse .  The main reason:  grow-

ing numbers  of  women are  us ing crack ,  the  cheap and readi ly  ava i lab le 

pur i f ied  form of  coca ine  that  p lagues  America ’s  inner  c i t ies  and has 

spread into  middle -c lass  suburbs .  Says  Dr .  Richard  Fulroth ,  a  Stanford 

Univers i ty  neonato logis t :  “The women have  tears  s t reaming down 
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IN BRIEF:  Studios become more and more algorithmic with their  “cre-

ative” decisions.  Lots  of  fal lback on “genre” f i lms,  even i f  i t  did make 

for a handul of  c lassics .  A lot  of  what used to neccessitate at  least  some 

artist ic  value is  becoming total ly commoditized.

Test Screenings of New Movies Put Demographics Over 

Creativity,  CARYN JAMES f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  3/9/88,  LEAD: The 

day  a f ter  ‘ ’Made in  Heaven’ ’  was  screened for  a  prev iew audience , 

the  f i lm’s  d irec tor ,  Alan Rudolph,  faced researchers ,  market ing  people 

and product ion execut ives  f rom Lor imar  Mot ion Pic tures ,  who came 

armed wi th  tes t  resul ts .  The  audience  -  chosen by  sex ,  age  and movie -

going interes ts  -  had been confused,  the  data  sa id ,  whi le  watching 

Timothy  Hutton and Kel ly  McGi l l i s  as  lovers  who meet  in  heaven and 

who must  rediscover  each other  on Ear th .  Prev iew tes t ing  has  been 

around Hol lywood for  years ,  but  as  f i lms have  become more  expensive 

to  make and re lease ,  research has  come to  r iva l  the  creat ive  hunch as 

a  means  of  making movies .

FILM VIEW; 80’s Movies Take the Easy Route,  JANET MASLIN f or  THE 

NEW YORK TIMES,  1/17/88,  LEAD:  L ike  so  many f i lms of  the  1980’s ,  the 

Goldie  Hawn comedy ‘ ’Overboard ’ ’  o f fers  something for  everyone.  To 

begin  wi th ,  i t  presents  the  amusing spectac le  of  Miss  Hawn imperson-

a t ing  a  v ic ious ly  bad- tempered heiress ,  s t r ik ing terror  into  everyone 

she  meets .  Af ter  th is  sa t i r ica l  h igh- l i fe  phase ,  the  f i lm moves  into  i t s 

low-rent  per iod ,  wi th  an amnesiac  Miss  Hawn trapped in  the  squal id 

home of  a  carpenter  (p layed by  Kurt  Russe l l ) ,  who intends  to  teach her 

a  lesson.  But  i t ’ s  an  80’s -s ty le  lesson that  the  f i lm has  in  mind.

For Films Over the Fourth, a Box-Office Bonanza,  ALJEAN 

HARMETZ f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  4/7/88,  LEAD:  Movies  se t  o f f  f i re -

works  a t  the  box  of f ice  las t  weekend.  ‘ ’People  are  going to  the  movies 

in  droves  and going to  see  anything, ’ ’  sa id  Sidney  Ganis ,  pres ident  of 

market ing  a t  Paramount  Pic tures .  Paramount ’s  ‘ ’Coming to  America , ’ ’ 

wi th  Eddie  Murphy as  an Afr ican pr ince  who searches  for  a  br ide  in 

Queens ,  so ld  $21 .4  mi l l ion worth  of  t i ckets  over  the  four -day  hol iday . 

‘ ’Coming to  America , ’ ’  which opened June 29 to  mediocre  rev iews, 

proved once  again  that  Mr.  Murphy’s  name is  go lden a t  the  box  of f ice 

by  se t t ing  a  record  for  the  opening s ix  days  of  a  nonsequel  movie ,  wi th 

a  gross  of  $28.4  mi l l ion.

health

IN BRIEF:  People st i l l  don’t  real ly know how AIDS works,  how it ’s 

transmitted,  how to stop it ,  or how to treat people who have i t . 

Furthermore,  they have no idea how long it  wil l  be around for. 

The Long Haul Against AIDS, THE NEW YORK TIMES,  6/17/88,  LEAD: 

No vacc ine  or  new treatment  was  promised a t  the  Stockholm sc ient i f ic 

conference  on AIDS this  week.  The p lague’s  wor ld  to l l  mounts  and 

newly  repor ted  deta i l s  o f  the  v i rus ’s  behavior  only  underscore  i t s  in -

s id iousness ,  l ike  the  f inding that  i t  can l ie  h idden for  years ,  beyond 

the  scrut iny  of  the  current  ant ibody  tes ts .  S t i l l ,  the  g loom may be  the 

darkness  before  the  dawn.  The f i rs t  resul ts  of  a  new and more  sensi -

t ive  tes t ,  known as  the  polymerase  chain  reac t ion,  indica te  that  some 

people  can acquire  the  v i rus  a t  leas t  18  months  before  tes t ing  pos i t ive 

on the  present  HIV ant ibody  tes ts .  I f  wide ly  t rue ,  that  would  sure ly  be 

t roubl ing .  But  i t  wi l l  probably  turn out  to  be  t rue  of  only  a  t iny  minor -

i ty .  There ’s  good reason to  assume that  most  people  g ive  a  pos i t ive 

HIV ant ibody  tes t  wi thin  s ix  weeks  of  infec t ion.  The safe ty  of  the  b lood 

supply ,  a l ready  high though not  absolute ,  should  not  be  much af fec ted : 

people  in  high r isk  groups  are  asked not  to  donate  b lood.

Fighting AIDS and Addiction: A Start, THE NEW YORK TIMES,  2/5/88, 

LEAD:  Af ter  two years  of  foot -dragging,  Governor  Cuomo has  taken 

a  smal l  s tep  toward explor ing whether  s ter i le  needles  and syr inges 

might  s low the  wi ldf i re  spread of  AIDS among drug addic ts .  The  ac -

t ion,  l i t t le  and la te ,  i s  never the less  welcome.  Other  countr ies  are  wel l 

ahead on this  road;  they  wish to  save  both  addic ts  and the  innocents 

whom they  infec t .  In  America ,  lamentably ,  po l i t i cs  has  turned the  is -

sue  into  a  choice  between combat ing AIDS or  addic t ion.  Adamant  op-

pos i t ion of  law enforcement  of f icers  has  f r ightened pol i t i c ians  f rom 

their  concerns .  The protes t  i s  sponsored by  more  than 50 groups  f rom 

around the  nat ion.  Advocates  compla in  that  the  agency  has  fa i led  to 

make ava i lab le  more  exper imenta l  drugs  to  people  infec ted  wi th  the 

v i rus  that  causes  acquired  immune def ic iency  syndrome.

Study for Congress Criticizes Slow AIDS Education Effort, AP, 

12/20/88 ,  LEAD:  The  AIDS educat ion program of  the  Federa l  Centers  for 

Disease  Contro l  has  been hampered by  de lays  in  mass  mai l ings  and by 

l imited  broadcasts  of  publ ic  serv ice  announcements ,  a  Congress ional 

repor t  sa id  today .  The repor t  f rom the  Genera l  Account ing Off ice , 

Congress ’s  invest igat ive  arm,  a lso  sa id  ca l lers  may have  t rouble  reach-

ing  an AIDS hot  l ine .  The account ing of f ice  sa id  that  even though the 

centers ’  AIDS educat ion budget  increased f rom about  $17  mi l l ion in 

the  1985  f isca l  year  to  near ly  $210 mi l l ion in  1988,  “ i t s  e f for ts  to  fo -

cus  nat ional  a t tent ion on AIDS prevent ion were  impaired  by  the  s low 

implementat ion of  key  ac t iv i t ies  a imed a t  the  genera l  publ ic . ”

Recent Setbacks Stirring Doubts About Search for AIDS 

Vaccine, GINA KOLATA f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  2/16/88 ,  LEAD:  B leak 

resul ts  f rom recent  exper iments  indica te  that  the  quest  for  a  vacc ine 

against  AIDS wi l l  be  even more  d i f f icul t  than many exper ts  had imag-

ined.  The resul ts  a lso  ra ise  the  poss ib i l i ty  that  current  l ines  of  vacc ine 

research may be  f rui t less .  A  year  ago ,  the  search for  a  vacc ine  seemed 

of f  to  a  good s tar t  as  a  French sc ient is t  in jec ted  himsel f  wi th  an ex -

per imenta l  vacc ine  and a lso  began tes t ing  the  vacc ine  on vo lunteers  in 

Afr ica .  Short ly  a f terward,  the  Food and Drug Adminis tra t ion approved 

the  f i rs t  human tes ts  in  th is  country  of  vacc ine  candidates  that  had 

shown some promise  in  animal  tes ts .

AIDS Is Reported as No. 9 Cause Of Death Among Children 1 to 

4,  AP,  12/20/88 ,  LEAD:  AIDS is  now the  No.  9  cause  of  death  among 

chi ldren 1  to  4  years  o ld  and the  No.  7  cause  of  death  among people  15 

to  24,  a  Federa l  o f f ic ia l  sa id  today .  I f  present  t rends  cont inue,  sa id  Dr . 

Antonia  Novel lo ,  the  d isease  wi l l  soon be  the  No.  5  k i l ler  of  Americans 

f rom bir th  to  their  24th  b ir thday .  In  a  repor t  to  Dr .  Ot is  R.  Bowen, 

Secretary  of  Heal th  and Human Serv ices ,  Dr .  Novel lo  sa id  the  s ta t is -

t i cs ,  “however  t ragic ,  sore ly  underest imate  the  t rue  scope  of  pedia t -

r ic  AIDS.”  As  of  Dec .  12 ,  1 ,291  cases  of  acquired  immune def ic iency 

fashion

IN BRIEF:  I  don’t  know i f  news artic les  could properly re late the state of 

fashion in 1988. They were AIDS conscious go.

In London, 60’s Panache Returns ,  BERNADINE MORRIS f or   THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  10/11/88,  LEAD:  Among the  many current  t rends  in  Br i t i sh 

fashion is  a  resurgence  of  the  e thnic  or  h ippie  dress ing of  the  1960’s , 

considered a  romant ic  per iod  by  today ’s  young people ,  who were  in -

fants  a t  the  t ime.  Reta i lers  -  who have  been explor ing the  300 fashion 

houses  exhibi t ing  a t  Olympia ,  the  convent ion center  in  the  Kensington 

sec t ion,  and a t tending the  19 formal  fashion shows - f ind that  h ippie 

looks  have  replaced the  conservat ive  or  yuppie  looks  preva lent  jus t 

s ix  months  ago .

In Fashion World, the Trend Is Away From Drugs,  WOODY 

HOCHSWENDER f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  5/16/88,  LEAD:  In  the  wor ld 

of  h igh fashion,  i t ’ s  no  longer  fashionable  to  be  high.  Interv iews wi th 

des igners ,  photographers ,  edi tors  and execut ives  in  the  wake  of  Calv in 

Kle in ’s  s ta tement  las t  week that  he  has  entered  an a lcohol  and drug 

t rea tment  program -  the  f i rs t  major  fashion f igure  to  do  so  publ ic ly  - 

revea l  an  industry  that  has  been moving quie t ly  toward sobr ie ty .

FASHION; 1988 The Ups and Downs, CARRIE DONOVAN f or  THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  15/18/88,  LEAD:  No one who was  there  wi l l  ever  qui te  for -

get  the  denouement  of  the  pouf .  A  zany ,  de l ight fu l  s i lhouet te  mater i -

a l iz ing  f rom swags  of  fabr ic  f luf fed  out  over  shor t ,  bouncy  sk ir ts ,  the 

pouf  had swept  internat ional  fashion in  1987 and ca tapul ted  i t s  inven-

tor ,  Par is  coutur ier  Chris t ian Lacroix ,  to  wor ld  fame.

even tes t ing  a  c lean- for -used needle  exchange,  as  publ ic  hea l th  of -

f ic ia ls  urge .

On the Numbers of AIDS-Infected Heterosexuals, WILLIAM H. 

MASTERS letter       to  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  2/7/88 ,  “False  Alarms About 

AIDS” (edi tor ia l ,  March 8) ,  about  our  book,  “Cr is is :  Heterosexual 

Behavior  in  the  Age of  AIDS,”  made severa l  errors .  One was  the  as -

ser t ion that  we based the  conclus ions  of  our  book on the  survey  we 

conducted ,  imply ing that  we based our  conclus ions  on this  a lone .  Our 

conclus ions  were  based not  only  on our  survey  but  a lso  on interpreta -

t ions  of  hundreds  of  s tudies  done by  o thers ,  ex tensive ly  c i ted .  The 

c la im that  we d id  not  interv iew our  s tudy  subjec ts  i s  a lso  erroneous , 

as  even a  cursory  reading of  our  book would  show.  Nowhere  in  our 

book do  we say  that  the  acquired  immune def ic iency  syndrome v i rus 

is  spread by  casual  contac t .  Whi le  we d iscuss  the  r isk  of  deep k iss ing 

when one person is  infec ted  and the  o ther  person has  a  cut  or  u lcer -

a t ion in  his  or  her  mouth,  th is  caut ionary  note  i s  consis tent  wi th  prev i -

ous ly  i ssued Publ ic  Heal th  Serv ice  guide l ines  about  avoiding exchange 

of  infec ted  b io logica l  f lu ids .

Aids peak From new tests to new viruses, TIME MAGAZINE,  2/8/88 , 

LEAD:  The  la tes t  ca tchphrase  in  the  war  against  AIDS is  something 

ca l led  preva lence  tes t ing .  Pol icymakers ,  researchers  and hea l th  of f i -

c ia ls  a l l  want  to  know just  how far  the  AIDS v i rus ,  ca l led  HIV-1 ,  has 

spread in  the  U.S. ,  but  they  d isagree  vehement ly  on how to  go  about 

i t .  Af ter  months  of  res is t ing  Pres ident  Reagan’s  ca l l s  for  mandatory 

tes t ing ,  Surgeon Genera l  C.  Everet t  Koop las t  week to ld  repor ters  a t  an 

AIDS conference  in  London that  he  hopes  th is  spr ing to  screen every 

s tudent  a t  a  s t i l l  unchosen urban U.S.  univers i ty  wi th  a  popula t ion 

of  25 ,000.  Said  Koop:  “That  would  g ive  you a  pre t ty  good idea  of  the 

preva lence  in  that  age  group in  an urban se t t ing .”  The modest  propos-

a l  has  been caut ious ly  embraced by  some univers i ty  of f ic ia ls ,  though 

others  quest ion i ts  usefulness .  “ I  don’ t  th ink a  tes t ing  program at  a 

univers i ty  wi l l  y ie ld  objec t ive  data  on the  d is t r ibut ion of  the  d isease ,” 

says  Boston Univers i ty  Pres ident  John Si lber .  “People  who don’ t  th ink 

they  have  AIDS are  not  going to  be  very  interes ted  in  get t ing  their 

arm punched just  for  the  he l l  o f  i t . ”  Notes  Dr .  James Brown,  d irec tor 

of  s tudent  hea l th  serv ices  a t  the  Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia ,  Berke ley :  “ I 

don’ t  th ink doing i t  on one campus is  going to  te l l  you anything.”  The 

Pres ident  repor tedly  introduced the  idea  of  tes t ing  co l lege  s tudents 

las t  summer a t  a  Cabinet  meet ing,  where  i t  was  s t rongly  opposed.

Survey Finds Wide AIDS Ignorance, AP,  1/30/88 ,  LEAD:  A  new survey 

has  found widespread mis informat ion about  AIDS,  wi th  26 percent  of 

the  respondents  th inking they  would  probably  get  the  d isease  f rom giv -

ing  b lood and 36 percent  be l iev ing they  could  get  AIDS by  ea t ing  a t  a 

res taurant  where  the  cook has  i t .  “There  cont inues  to  be  a  great  dea l  o f 

uncer ta inty  about  the  causes  of  AIDS,”  the  Nat ional  Center  for  Heal th 

Sta t is t ics  sa id  in  a  repor t  d is t r ibuted  th is  week by  i t s  parent  agency , 

the  Centers  for  Disease  Contro l  here .  Some of  the  mis informat ion may 

be  because  the  publ ic  has  not  been g iven enough deta i led  informat ion 

to  be  convincing.  I f  we  want  people  to  be l ieve  they  can’ t  be  infec ted  by 

casual  contac t  “we have  to  s tar t  g iv ing  them some technica l  informa-

t ion about  why i t  can’ t  happen,”  sa id  Dr .  Deborah Dawson,  a  research-

er  who worked on the  survey  repor t .  Lowest  Leve ls  of  Knowledge  The 

nat ion’s  Roman Cathol ic  b ishops  voted  today  to  leave  in  p lace  a  contro -

vers ia l  document  about  AIDS,  but  they  acknowledged that  i t  had short -

comings  and agreed to  work  on a  fur ther  s ta tement  of  po l icy .  Today ’s 

ac t ion was  an adroi t  compromise  a imed a t  curbing an unusual  pub-

l ic  d ispute  among the  b ishops .  I t  arose  because  br ie f  passages  in  the 

AIDS document ,  i ssued wi th  the  unanimous approva l  o f  the  b ishops ’ 

50-member  adminis t ra t ive  board  las t  December ,  suggested  that  infor -

mat ion about  condoms might  be  inc luded in  educat ion a imed a t  pre -

vent ing AIDS.  John Cardinal  O’Connor  of  New York  and other  Cathol ic 

leaders  objec ted  that  the  document  le f t  the  impress ion that  the  church 

had changed i ts  o f f ic ia l  re jec t ion of  ar t i f i c ia l  b i r th  contro l .

F.D.A. Pressed to Approve More AIDS Drugs, WARREN E.  LEARY f or  

THE NEW YORK TIMES,  10/11/88 ,  LEAD:  Advocates  for  AIDS pat ients , 

d issa t is f ied  wi th  the  progress  of  deve loping and approving new treat -

ments  for  the  d isease ,  are  cont inuing to  put  pressure  on the  Food and 

Drug Adminis tra t ion through meet ings  wi th  Government  of f ic ia ls  and 

demonstra t ions .  Groups  concerned about  AIDS are  p lanning to  s tage  a 

demonstra t ion on Tuesday  a t  F .D.A.  headquarters  in  nearby  Rockvi l le , 

Md. ,  to  shut  down the  agency  for  a  day  in  what  they  ca l led  a  nonvio -

lent  ac t  o f  c iv i l  d isobedience .  Whi le  agency  of f ic ia ls  sa id  the  F .D.A. 

would  remain open,  organizers  sa id  severa l  thousand people  were  ex -

pected  to  protes t  and hundreds  p lanned to  be  arres ted  to  dramat ize 
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in brief :  Economy is  pretty good al l  around the globe . . .  technology 

is  creating a lot  of  jobs.  U.S. economy is  prosperous,  but general ly 

doesn’t  have the indisputable #1 posit ion it  held for the earl ier  half 

of  the century.

Greenspan Sees Lag in Economy,  PETER T.  KILBORN f or  THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  2/24/88,  LEAD:  The  Federa l  Reserve  Board ’s  chairman, 

Alan Greenspan,  who dominates  economic  pol icy -making a t  present , 

today  predic ted  a  s lower  but  fa i r ly  sound economy for  th is  year  and 

indica ted  that  he  saw l i t t le  reason now to  he lp  i t  through such means 

as  cut t ing  interes t  ra tes  more .

Behind the Economy’s Pizazz,  ROBERT D.  HERSHEY JR. ,  f or   THE 

NEW YORK TIMES,  12/11/88,  LEAD:  Scarce ly  dazed by  the  s tock-  market 

crash,  a  debi l i ta t ing  drought  and record  budget  and t rade  def ic i ts ,  the 

American economy keeps  pushing ahead.  I t  has  now begun i ts  seventh 

year  of  uninterrupted  expansion,  a  peacet ime record ,  wi th  the  end not 

ye t  in  s ight .  I t  i s  an  economy that  wasn’ t  supposed to  be ,  one  wi th 

more  p izazz  than economists  thought  poss ib le .

New York City Is Challenged As Giant of Global Economy, 

THOMAS J.  LUECK f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  6/27/88,  LEAD:  At  a  t ime 

when the  g lobal  economy is  be ing t ied  together  as  never  before  in 

a  network  of  f inancia l  markets  and profess ional  serv ices ,  New York 

Ci ty  i s  fac ing new chal lenges  to  i t s  pos i t ion as  the  wor ld ’s  leading 

center  of  business .

Candidates Focus on the U.S.  Role in World Economy; ‘Make 

America No. 1’  Is Message of Dukakis,  ROBIN TONER f or  THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  10/12/88,  LEAD:  Michael  S .  Dukakis  s tepped up his  appeal 

to  nat ional  economic  se l f - interes t  today ,  say ing i t  was  t ime for  a  “sec -

ond Declara t ion of  Independence”  f rom trade  def ic i ts ,  f rom Federa l 

debt  and f rom “an over - re l iance”  on fore ign capi ta l .

music

IN BRIEF:  New technology is  changing the way music is  proli ferated 

and the very way people l is ten to i t .  Metal/rock and synth-pop dominate 

the charts ,  rap music is  on the rise ,  and George Michael ,  the styl ist ic 

anomoly,  s i ts  high atop the planet.

SOUND; The Compact Disk at 5:  Music by the Numbers ,  HANS 

FANTEL f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  10/2/88,  LEAD: The compact  d isk  is 

so  much a  s taple  of  modern musica l  l i fe  that  we are  as tonished to 

th ink how young i t  i s .  I t  was  only  f ive  years  ago  that  the  CD made i ts 

American debut .  His tor ica l ly ,  ha l f  a  decade  is  a  shor t  span.  Yet  i t  i s 

enough to  prov ide  a  deeper  perspect ive  on this  momentous  change. 

The phonograph has  abandoned the  s imple  and direc t  re la t ion of  the 

wiggly  record  groove  to  the  musica l  waveform.  The groove  was  an ac -

tua l  repl ica  of  the  sound wave  -  a  s t ra ight forward s t ructura l  analogue 

that  re f lec ts  the  convent ions  of  Edison’s  t ime and mind.  He was  a 

chi ld  of  the  Vic tor ian era  -  the  s team age  -  when s imple  mechanica l 

l inkages  and l inear  causa l i t ies  dominated  much of  human thinking, 

technica l  or  o therwise .

CD’s:  Too Much of a Good Thing? ALLAN KOZINN f or  THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  12/28/88 ,  LEAD:  In  the  f i rs t  ha l f  o f  th is  year ,  CD’s  in  a l l 

ca tegor ies  of  music  outso ld  LP’s  for  the  f i rs t  t ime,  according to  the 

Record  Industry  Associa t ion of  America .  The current  Schwann record 

ca ta logue l i s ts  more  than 20,000 CD t i t les  of  a l l  k inds ,  and re ta i lers 

around the  country  are  c lear ing out  the ir  LP bins  to  accommodate  the 

explos ion of  CD’s .

The Pop Life;  Whose year was it? The year of George Michael, 

with a couple of teen-agers on the charts. A countdown: 

critics’  favorite albums of 1988,  STEPHEN HOLDEN f or  THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  Survey ing the  past  year  in  commercia l  pop music ,  1988 

was  the  year  of  George  Michael .  According to  Bi l lboard ’s  year -end an-

nual  char t  ta l l ies ,  Mr.  Michael ’ s  a lbum “Fai th”  was  the  No.  I  pop a l -

bum and compact  d isk  and i ts  t i t le  song the  top  s ingle  of  1988.  Mr. 

today  that  i t  was  convinced Iraq  had used poison gas  against  Kurdish 

guerr i l las  and condemned the  ac t ion as  ‘abhorrent  and unjust i f iab le . ’

technology

in brief :  Advances in technology are real ly improving l i fe  for the 

everyman, in a way that’s  gett ing everyone real ly excit ied.  However, 

America is  sort  of  s tarting to get  pissed that we’re not real ly leading 

these advances.

We’re Losing Our Medical Technology Lead; The Pentagon’s 

Role  JEFF BINGAMAN to  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/9/88,  LEAD:  To  The 

Edi tor :  “America  and Research Roule t te”  (edi tor ia l ,  Dec .  6)  was  r ight 

on the  mark .  The Senate  Armed Serv ices  Commit tee  has  been con-

cerned for  years  about  the  eros ion of  the  technologica l  underpinnings 

of  our  nat ional  secur i ty  s t ra tegy .  Unfor tunate ly ,  the  technology  base 

and manufactur ing technology  programs of  the  Pentagon missed the 

Reagan bui ldup.

Experts Warn of U.S.  Lag In Vital Chip Technology JOHN 

MARKOFF f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/12/88,  LEAD:  E lec tronics  execu-

t ives  and sc ient is ts  are  warning that  the  Japanese  are  rapid ly  pul l -

ing  ahead of  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  in  deve lopment  of  a  crucia l  new X-ray 

technology  that  wi l l  be  used to  manufacture  computer  chips  in  the 

mid-1990’s . 

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY; The PC’s Broad New Potential  JOHN 

MARKOFF f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  11/30/88,  LEAD:  For  personal  com-

puter  users ,  the  age  of  hold ing an ent i re  encyc lopedia  in  the  pa lm of 

the  hand has  arr ived . 

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY; NASA Challenge: Space Station Power 

R ICHARD W. STEVENSON f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  1/20/88, 

LEAD:  Engineers  des igning the  Nat ional  Aeronaut ics  and Space 

Adminis tra t ion’s  permanent  space  s ta t ion are  p lanning for  the  most 

syndrome had been reported  among infants  and chi ldren under  13  and 

325  cases  in  those  13  to  19 years  o ld .  Of  these ,  717  who were  under  13 

a t  the  t ime of  the ir  d iagnosis  have  d ied ,  a long wi th  174 who were  ado-

lescents  when the  d isease  was  d iagnosed.

humanities

IN BRIEF:  (Here I’ve combined art  + l i terature . . .  not too much in the 

archives on either subject).  Lot’s  of  dispute over what’s  to be included in 

university study . . .  ever persist ing question of  what is  and is  not “art .”

EDUCATION; U.S.  Literature: Canon Under Siege,  JOSEPH BERGER 

f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  12/6/88, ,  LEAD:  There  are  those  who cont inue 

to  uphold  a  t radi t ional  s tandard  of  l i terary  qual i ty ,  arguing that  s tu -

dents  should  essent ia l ly  read  works  whose  meri t  has  been es tabl ished 

over  the  years .  But  there  is  a  r is ing  number  who contend the  idea  of  an 

enduring pantheon of  wr i ters  and their  works  is  an  e l i t i s t  one  large ly 

def ined by  whi te  men who are  Northeastern academics  and cr i t i cs .

ART VIEW; It May Be Good But Is It Art?,  ROBERTA SMITH f or  THE 

NEW YORK TIMES,  9/4/88 ,  LEAD:  Cr i t i cs  interes ted  in  new ar t  are  usual ly 

wary  of  re legat ing  the  e f for ts  of  someone who c la ims to  be  an ar t is t 

to  the  s ta tus  of  “not  ar t . ”  Consequent ly ,  one  usual ly  asks  the  quest ion 

the  o ther  way  around.  I t ’ s  ar t ,  we  tac i t ly  agree ,  but  i s  i t  any  good?  We 

assume that  answer ing th is  quest ion wi l l  automat ica l ly  take  care  of  the 

o ther ,  more  d i f f icul t  one :  I t ’ s  good,  but  i s  i t  ar t?

ART; WHEN ARTISTS GET LOST IN A LABRINTH OF CONTEXT, MICHAEL 

BRENSON f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  3/6/88 ,  LEAD:  The  Musee  D’Orsay 

may be  only  a  l i t t le  more  than a  year  o ld ,  but  i t  i s  a l ready  the  most 

controvers ia l  museum bui l t  in  th is  decade .  I t  inc ludes  a lmost  every 

form of  v isua l  express ion in  France  between 1848 and 1914.  The great 

Rea l is t ,  Impress ionis t  and Post - Impress ionis t  pa int ings  that  were  in 

the  Louvre  and the  Jeu de  Paume are  here .  So  are  Sa lon favor i tes .  So 

are  the  decorat ive  ar ts .  So  are  some of  the  most  urgent  quest ions  that 

can be  ra ised  about  the  presenta t ion and interpreta t ion of  ar t .

Michael  f in ished as  the  year ’s  top  a lbum ar t is t  and i ts  top  s ingles 

ar t is t .  Mr .  Michael ’ s  achievement  was  a l l  the  more  impress ive  because 

the  s inger ,  songwri ter  and producer  does  not  be long to  par t  o f  a  broad-

er  t rend.  His  ar t fu l  s tudio  pop has  a lmost  noth¬ ing  s ty l i s t ica l ly  in  com-

mon wi th  the  meta l  rock  that  dominated  the  char ts  for  most  of  the 

year .  No less  than s ix  of  the  year ’s  top  20 a lbums could  be  ca tegor ized 

as  hard- to -heavy  meta l  rock .  Whi le  rap  music  pro l i fera ted  in  1988, 

y ie ld ing more  gold  a lbums (sa les  of  over  500,000)  than in  any  o ther 

year ,  1988 produced no s ingle  rap  a lbum to  match the  commercia l 

c lout  of  the  twin b lockbusters  las t  year ,  the  Beast ie  Boys ’  “L icensed to 

I l l ”  and Run-D.M.C. ’s  “Rais ing Hel l , ”  each of  which so ld  c lose  to  four 

mi l l ion.  The c loses t  contender  th is  year  was  “He’s  the  D.J . ,  I ’m the 

Rapper”  by  D.  J .  Jazzy  Jef f  & the  Fresh Pr ince ,  which so ld  over  two mi l -

l ion.  In  1988,  two a lbums by  teen-agers  -  Debbie  Gibson’s  “Out  of  the 

Blue”  and Ti f fany ’s  “Ti f fany”  were  among the  Top 10.  Wi l l  the ir  vogue 

las t?  The answer  should  be  known wi thin  s ix  months  a f ter  Ti f fany ’s 

recent ly  re leased second a lbum,  “Hold  an Old  Fr iend’s  Hand”  and Ms. 

Gibson’s  soon- to -be -re leased fo l low-up have  been on the  market  for  a 

whi le .The fad  for  movie  soundtrack  a lbums may have  passed i t s  peak , 

but  there  have  been some remarkable  except ions .  By  far  the  most  suc -

cessful  1988 soundtrack  a lbum was  “Dir ty  Dancing,”  which recent ly 

passed the  10 mi l l ion mark in  sa les .  I ts  sequel ,  “More  Dir ty  Dancing,” 

so ld  over  three  mi l l ion.

politics

IN BRIEF:  Cold War is  coming to a c lose,  Reagan was an awful presi -

dent.  We start  planting the seeds of  confl ict  in the Middle East  that 

ult imately lead to the mess that we’re in today.

ARMS PACT HEADS U.S. -SOVIET TALKS,  MICHAEL R.  GORDON f or  THE 

NEW YORK TIMES,  3/22/88,  LEAD:  Restor ing the  momentum toward 

an agreement  reducing long-range  nuclear  arms was  a  chief  goa l  as 

Secretary  of  Sta te  George  P .  Shul tz  and the  Sovie t  Fore ign Minis ter , 

Eduard  A.  Shevardnadze ,  began three  days  of  ta lks  today ,  American 

and Sovie t  o f f ic ia ls  sa id .

AFGHANISTAN: 4 ROADS OUT; As Dust Settles From U.S. -Soviet 

Flurry, The Main Choices for the Russians Emerge,  B ILL KELLER 

f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  4/1/88,  LEAD:  Af ter  e ight  years  of  war ,  s ix 

years  of  negot ia t ions  and severa l  months  of  tanta l iz ingly  h igh hopes , 

the  Sovie t  Union is  faced wi th  four  poss ib le  routes  out  of  Afghanis tan, 

each one pass ing through a  dense  pol i t i ca l  th icket .

U.S. -SOVIET TENSION IS NOW RECEDING, REAGAN DECLARES,  STEVEN 

V.  ROBERTS f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  4/4/88,  LEAD:  In  a  repor t  on his 

meet ing wi th  Mikhai l  S .  Gorbachev ,  Pres ident  Reagan sa id  today  that 

longstanding tensions  between East  and West  were  receding s teadi ly 

as  the  Sovie t  Union makes  major  changes  in  i t s  internal  po l ic ies  and 

s t ructure .

The Contra Tangle,  ROBERT T.  Z INTL f or   TIME MAGAZINE,  3/28/88, 

LEAD:  C lass ica l  t ragedy  demands a  uni ty  of  t ime,  p lace  and ac t ion,  a 

drama that  unfo lds  in  a  day .  In  Washington las t  Wednesday ,  Ronald 

Reagan’s  f lawed Iran-  contra  pol icy  came c lose  to  jus t  such a  s ingu-

lar  conf luence .  Independent  Counsel  Lawrence  Walsh announced his 

long-awai ted  cr iminal  indic tments  of  two of  the  Pres ident ’s  former 

Nat ional  Secur i ty  Counci l  s ta f f  members  and their  accompl ices  for 

d iver t ing  Iran arms prof i ts  to  the  Nicaraguan contras .  Less  than four 

hours  la ter ,  the  Pres ident  ordered 3 ,200 t roops  into  Honduras  as  a 

show of  reso lve  against  Nicaragua’s  Sandinis tas ,  who once  again  had 

crossed the  Honduran border  to  p in  down the  hapless  contras  in  their 

main base .

Poll Finds Rather Clash Is Failing To Ease Bush’s Iran-Contra 

Woes,  ROBIN TONER f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES,  2/2/88,  LEAD:  Vice 

Pres ident  Bush’s  te lev ised  quarre l  wi th  Dan Rather  nei ther  he lped nor 

hurt  h is  image,  a  New York  Times Pol l  has  found,  but  the  pers is tent 

controversy  over  h is  ro le  in  the  Iran-contra  a f fa i r  appears  to  pose  a 

long- term threat  to  h is  credibi l i ty .

U.S.  ASSERTS IRAQ USED POISON GAS AGAINST THE KURDS,  JULIE 

JOHNSON f or  THE NEW YORK TIMES 9/9/88,  LEAD:  The  Uni ted  Sta tes  sa id 
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Violence Worsens in South Korean Protests  REUTERS,  10/6/88, 

LEAD:  Thousands  of  South Koreans  bat t led  wi th  r io t  po l icemen in 

downtown Seoul  today  a f ter  the  author i t ies  b locked a  p lanned march 

on the  home of  former  Pres ident  Chun Doo Hwan. 

ISRAEL REAFFIRMS A STERN RESPONSE AS VIOLENCE GROWS  JOEL 

BRINKLEY f or   THE NEW YORK TIMES,  9/28/88,  LEAD:  Three  Pales t in ians 

d ied  of  gunshot  wounds inf l ic ted  by  Israe l i  t roops  today ,  br inging to 

s ix  the  number  of  deaths  in  a  l i t t le  more  than 24 hours ,  and Defense 

Minis ter  Yi tzhak Rabin sa id  demonstra tors  in  Israe l ’ s  occupied  terr i -

tor ies  could  expect  more  of  the  same. 

TALKING WITH THE P.L.O.;  U.S.  SETS AGENDA FOR ITS DIALOGUE WITH 

PALESTINIANS  ROBERT PEAr f or   the new york times,  12/16/88 ,  LEAD : 

The  Uni ted  Sta tes  sa id  today  that  when i t  begins  i t s  d ia logue wi th 

the  Pales t ine  L iberat ion Organizat ion i t  wi l l  d iscuss  arrangements  for 

opening peace  ta lks  on the  Middle  East .

interviews

in brief:  My parents are two, very di f ferent people,  who probably had 

no business  marrying eachother.  My mother treats  the conversation 

l ike a stand-up routine and, my father,  l ike a poli t ician. They also 

have two, very di f ferent versions of  the events that unfolded on the day 

of  my birth.

interview with dad,  GEORGE: First question …  MARK:  No.  GEORGE: 

Okay so th is  i s  the  f i rs t  quest ion I  have  to  ask  you … is  g ive  me a  br ie f 

narra t ive  of  December  15 ,  1988 … what  rea l ly  s t icks  out  in  your  mind 

on the  day  I  was  born.  MARK:  They  day  you were  born …  GEORGE: Try 

to  do  l ike  beginning of  the  day  to  the  end of  the  day .  MARK:  Well  uh, 

my reco l lec t ion is  that  … I  don’ t  reca l l  was  a l ready  in  the  hospi ta l  … or 

that  uh . .  I  don’ t  reca l l ,  I  remember  we went  down one night  because 

her  water  broke  but  then they  kept  her  there  for  a  whi le  then sent 

us  home.  I  guess  we came back  the  night  before ,  probably  the  night 

before  … Mom was  in  labor  for  about  th ir ty  s ix  hours  i f  I  reca l l  … Mom, 

for  a  s t re tch  of  t ime,  was  s tay ing a t  Yia  Yia ’s  house  on mandatory  bed 

res t  … they  were  a fra id  that  she  was  going to  have  you premature ly  as  I 

reca l l  … they  had her  hooked up on a  fe ta l  moni tor  … and every  couple 

hours  she  would  have  to  ca l l  th is  number  and put  th is  mechanism on 

the  rece iver  of  the  phone … and they  would  moni tor  your  hear tbeat  and 

such … So on the  night  of  your  b ir th  she  f reaked out  … I  rea l ized  she 

was  gooshin’  the  amniot ic  f lu id  a l l  over  the  couch … we went  screamin’ 

down to  the  hospi ta l  … she  was  doing her  Lamaze t ra ining … and I ’m 

rac ing l ike  a  motherfucker  t ry ing to  get  to  the  hospi ta l  … There  was  a 

uhh a  cur ta in  between le ts  say  … mom’s  neck  … up to  the  ce i l ing  and 

down the  s ides  of  the  gurney  she  was  on … they  were  a l lowing me to  s i t 

on a  chair  r ight  by  her  face  … I  went  to  s tand up and they  to ld  me to  s i t 

down … they  sa id  they ’ve  los t  too  many fa thers  to  fa int ing .  … mom was 

obvious ly  very  sedated  … you hear  them sucking the  b lood out  of  the 

inc is ion … you’re  behind a  cur ta in  and you don’ t  rea l ly  know what ’s 

going on … … at  one  point  … I  th ink the  doctor  or  the  nurse  sa id ,  ‘Oh! 

Here  i t  comes!  I t ’ s  a  – ’  and I  sa id ,  ‘don’ t  you dare  … I ’ve  wai ted  a l l  th is 

t ime to  have  a  chi ld  and the  las t  th ing in  the  wor ld  I  want  you to  do  is 

to  te l l  me … what  i t  i s  … I  wanna make that  determinat ion f i rs t  hand’  … 

you came out  pre t ty  gooey  … I  sa id  ‘ I t ’ s  a  boy !  Great .  I  don’ t  have  to  pay 

for  the  wedding! ’  they  g ive  you the  o l ’  pa t  on the  ass ,  and you hear  that 

‘wahhh. ’  At  some point  I  k ind of  wandered down to  the  nursery  where 

they  keep the  babies  … and I ’m looking in  the  window try ing to  f igure 

out  which one’s  my son … and I  run across  George  Brower  … and I ’m 

looking in  the  window and your  head was  l ike  … rea l ly ,  rea l ly  pointy  … 

I  sa id ,  ‘damn!  Look a t  that  head!  What ’s  up wi th  that? ’  I  s tar ted  pat t ing 

my head to  k ind of  see  i f  maybe  I  had one too  … what  I  found out  was 

that  … your  cranium is  so  sof t  when you’re  in  the  womb … mom con-

s tant ly  t ry ing  to  push you out  … she  got  your  fur ther  and fur ther  down 

the  canal  but  not  a l l  the  way  out  … your  head was  pret ty  pointy  for  the 

f i rs t  few days  … you had a  l i t t le  jaundice  … you were  ye l low . . .  (d idn ’ t 

r ea l l y  want  to  p lay  s t enographer  fo r  the  who le  conver sa t ion)

interview with mom,  GEORGE:  You there?  FAY:  I ’m here  GEORGE: All 

r ight  . .  yea  so  I  have  speaker  phone again  now that  I  have  dad’s  phone 

FAY:  Very  good … I  don’ t  have  a  speaker  phone,  anyway  le t ’ s  not  go 

there  GEORGE: Did I  te l l  you what  the  pro jec t  was  about?  FAY:  Refresh 

my memory ,  you did  send me a  lengthy  emai l .  (I  r ead  the  sy l labus )  FAY: 

Our cousin  Angela  had done your  horoscope  char t .  I  had that  book and 

par t  to  use  a l ready  deve loped,  “of f  the  shel f”  technology  to  create  the 

s ta t ion,  which wi l l  be  assembled in  ear th  orbi t  in  the  mid-1990’s .  But 

one  of  the ir  more  demanding chal lenges  wi l l  be  supply ing e lec tr ic -

i ty  to  the  s ta t ion -  15  t imes  more  power  than an American spacecraf t 

has  ever  needed. 

war

in brief:  Biggest  thing is  that Israelis  and Palestinians real ly hate 

eachother . . .  they both accuse eachother of  terrorism . . .  both sides 

bel ieve the other needs to learn that violence wil l  be responded to with 

violence,  which is  why we’re st i l l  seeing this  today.  They just  kind of 

need to grow up.

ESSAY; Stop the Iraqi Murder of the Kurds  WILLIAM SAFIRE, 

11/5/88,  LEAD :  On the  day  the  cease - f i re  began in  the  Iran-Iraq  war , 

Saddam Hussein ,  d ic ta tor  of  I raq ,  launched a  new mi l i tary  of fensive . 

This  was  for  vengeance  -  to  punish the  Kurdish people  l iv ing  in  nor th-

ern Iraq  who had dared to  pursue  their  long s t ruggle  for  autonomy 

dur ing the  d ic ta tor ’s  war  against  I ran.

Israel Must Shun Uprising Violence, Rabin Is Told THE NEW 

YORK TIMES,  6/29/88,  LEAD:  The  Reagan Adminis tra t ion to ld  Defense 

Minis ter  Yi tzhak Rabin today  that  Israe l  should  not  use  v io lence  to 

quel l  Pa les t in ian unrest  in  the  occupied  terr i tor ies . 

2 Palestinians Die as West Bank Violence Flares  THE NEW YORK 

TIMES,  6/22/88,  LEAD:  Two Pales t in ians  d ied  today  in  unrest  in  the  West 

Bank that  was  among the  most  v io lent  in  two months ,  whi le  the  po-

l i ce  and protes ters  c lashed in  unusual ly  v io lent  d is turbances  in  East 

Jerusa lem.

i ts  in  the  mess  in  the  basement  . .  when what  s tar  you were  born under 

and a l l  that  s tuf f  GEORGE: Yea?  FAY:  She’d  done your  horoscope  yea 

GEORGE: Lemme s tar t  wi th  my f i rs t  quest ion okay?  FAY:  Okay  GEORGE: 

Give  me a  br ie f  narra t ive  of  12/15/88,  what  rea l ly  s t icks  out  in  your 

mind?  FAY:  (pause)  … Pain .  GEORGE:  Pain?  FAY:  ( laughs)  I ’m sorry , 

yea .  GEORGE: Star t  f rom the  beginning!  FAY:  What?  GEORGE: I  sa id 

s tar t  f rom the  beginning … the  whole  day .  FAY:  Alr ight ,  the  whole  day? 

GEORGE: Yea  FAY:  Okay.  I  remember  that  I  got  up,  l ike ,  okay  come on, 

you were  two weeks  la te ,  when is  th is  baby  going to ,  you know,  show 

up.  I t  took  me a  whole  week to  f in ish  the  Chris tmas  t ree  … I  remember 

walk ing over  wi th  my rea l ly  rea l ly  b ig  b ig  be l ly  … t rust  me that  was  one 

b ig  be l ly  . .  and I  hung up the  … you know … las t  bulb  on the  Chris tmas 

t ree  and our  nosy  neighbor  pear l  ca l led  … ‘so  new? You’re  s t i l l  there? ’ 

And I  was  l ike ,  yes  I ’m s t i l l  here .  I  was  jus t  a t  the  doctor ’s  the  day 

before ,  you know the  i rony ,  I  went  into  preterm labor  a t  7  months  … 

I  went  into  labor  l ike  7  t imes  before  you were  born,  I  had preterm la -

bor   . .  so  now I ’m l ike  two weeks  la te  and this  i s  l ike ,  a l r ight  enough 

a l ready .  I t  was  a  . .  I  be l ieve  i t  was  a  Wednesday  night ,  and Wiseguy , 

my favor i te  show was  on … woo!  … s tarr ing  Ken Wahl  … i t  was  a  mob 

show,  i t  was  great ,  I  love  Ken Wahl .  Um,  so  I ,  you know,  sa t  down and 

a l l  o f  a  sudden,  that  was  l ike  the  beginning of  the  TV show … I  had 

this  pa in  l ike  I  never  knew in  my l i fe  and I  screamed ‘Okay !  Oh this 

i s  i t ! ’  So  … uh … your  fa ther  i s  l ike  breathe  breathe !  I t  was  r id iculous 

. .  I  remember  he  to ld  me to  breathe ,  meanwhi le  I ’m having pain  l ike  I 

never  had in  my l i fe ,  and he ’s  l ike  breathe ,  l ike  the  breathing f rom the 

__  c lass ,  but  regret fu l ly  I  never  got  to  go ,  I  had s igned up,  but  I  was  on 

bedrest  and I  never  got  to  go ,  I  was  f la t  on my back  … I  had this  pa in 

l ike  I  never  knew in  my l i fe  and I  screamed ‘Okay !  Oh this  i s  i t ! ’  So 

your  fa ther  i s  l ike ,  ‘breathe ,  breathe ! ’  …  l ike  the  breathing f rom the 

Lamaze c lass  … but  he  was  the  only  one  who went  … So um,  we went  to 

the  hospi ta l ,  and umm … um le ts  see ,  le ts  see  … r ight  away  f i rs t  they 

were  gonna do  a  c  sec t ion on me,  ins tant ly  … and then as  soon as  I 

walked in  I  was  l ike  … l ike  Vinnie  Barbar ino on Welcome Back  Kot t e r ,  … 

I  mean I  was  screaming!  And you know,  I  hear  th is  … you’re  supposed 

to  be  ‘ha ,  ha ,  ha ’  tak ing these  breaths  and i ts  such bul lshi t ,  cuz  you 

know … i t  i s  such a  bunch of  bul lshi t ,  I  don’ t  see  how that ’s  gonna help 

that  k ind of  pa in  . . .  GEORGE: yea  FAY:  … then they  … i t  was  a  very  f r ight -

ening exper ience ,  because  I  th ink every  mother ’s  worr ied  about  hav -

ing  a  hea l thy  baby  . .  and that  was  bas ica l ly  … you know,  I  was  scared! 

GEORGE: mhm  FAY:  I  d idn’ t  know what  to  expect  I  was  very  f r ightened, 

they  hooked me up to  moni tors ,  and they  brought  me up into  the  labor 

… ward . .  and you hear  these  women screaming l ike  a  medieva l  tor ture 

chamber ,  and your  fa ther ’s  l ike ,  ‘what ’s  that  noise? ’  and the  doctor ’s 

l ike  ‘ these  women are  g iv ing b ir th ! ’  GEORGE: ( laughs)  FAY:  and then, 

ohhh,  they  umm. They  put  a  … uh … i ts  so  weird ,  I  fe l t  l ike  a  turkey 

be ing basted  … they  broke  my water ,  they  wrapped my legs  around my 

neck ,  around my head,  l ike  I  never  knew my legs  could  go  GEORGE: i ch 

FAY:  … i t  was  scary  because  I  was  in  labor  for  24 hours  … and they  sa id 

‘we  have  to  make cer ta in  he ’s  not  re tarded’  … so  they  poked your  head 

three  t imes  to  draw blood out  of  i t .  GEORGE: oh my god  FAY:  and I ’m 

the  whole  t ime,  a l l  I  d id ,  I  unders tood why and how women die  dur ing 

chi ld  b ir th ,  i t  i s  a  very  very  pa inful ,  anyway  the  whole  t ime I  jus t  he ld 

on to  the  haind ra i l  and just  prayed … cuz  that ’s  a l l  I  cared  about ,  god 

le t  me have  a  happy  baby  … so  I ’m hear ing th is  and I ’m get t ing  rea l ly 

scared  af ter  a l l  I  went  to  keep you … for  9  months  … that  back  and 

for th  business  f rom the  hospi ta l  … I  was  to ta l ly  petr i f ied  … a t  2  am I 

broke  down,  I  sa id  enough of  th is  shi t ,  g ive  me an epidura l  … f ina l ly 

they  came around and sa id  you were  too  b ig  for  me  GEORGE: yea?  FAY: 

exact ly  24 hours  la ter  … what  rea l ly  i r r i ta tes  me,  I  had been a t  the  doc -

tor  about  every  o ther  o ther  day ,  I  was  there  the  day  before ,  they  knew, 

they  sa id  to  me you’re  gonna have  between an 8  and 9 pound baby ,  they 

should  have  jus t  scheduled  me for  a  c  sec t ion,  they  shoulda  known,  you 

know ‘she ’s  t iny ’  … then I  read  a  law that  i f  they  cut  you open before  24 

hours  you can sue  them … so  yea ,  24  hours  on the  nose ,  and they  uhh, 

they  dragged me in ,  and they  kni fed  me,  and I  sa id  ‘ I  fee l  every thing’ 

and they  sa id  ‘wel l  we ’re  sorry ,  i t s  too  la te ’  … and I  fe l t  h im s l ice  me 

open,  I  fe l t  them … they  pul l  my intes t ines  out  … l i tera l ly ,  I  mean i t 

was  amazing … and they  yanked you out  … then your  fa ther  s tar ted  to 

cry ,  and sa id  i t ’ s  a  boy  i t ’ s  a  boy !  You know,  he  goes ,  ‘oh  the  baby  looks 

Greek’  … he  was  in  tears  . . .  and then I  passed out .  I  d idn’ t  see  you … 

and about  7  hours  la ter  they  wheeled  you in  … and you were  jus t  so  gor -

geous  and I  looked a t  you … and I  thought  you were  a  mis take  GEORGE: 

( laughs)  FAY:  I  wasn’ t  expect ing  a  b londe haired  b lue-eyed baby  … you 

were  the  pret t ies t  baby  in  the  nursery  …  
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series 19

Once the articles were categorized, I fed the 

“keywords” through Google once more just to 

see, at a glance, how many results turned up 

for a given theme. From there I tried to think 

about how I may try to “abstract” groups of 

keywords to get even broader super-categories.  

I wound up with some pretty vague concepts 

like “progress,” “tension,” and “survival,” but 

ultimately, the new taxonomy/diagram gave me 

a better feel for the era’s “social climate.” 

The diagram on the following page aims to 

show the connections and combinations be-

tween given keywords.

“scandal” 

489,000 results for “scandal + 1988”

“contradiction” - 429,000 results 

“hypocrisy” - 266,000 results 

“lies” - 2,340,000 results 

“deceit” - 1,160,000 results

“survival”

3,910,000 results for “survival + 1988”

“structure” - 10,700,000 results 

“politics” - 15,300,000 results 

“war” - 9,870,000 results 

“money” - 8,040,000 results 

“murder” - 2,010,000 results 

“environment” - 8,110,000 results

“tension”

2,490,000 results for “tension + 1988”

“crime” - 1,460,000 results 

“hate” - 631,000 results 

“racism” - 498,000 results 

“discrimination” - 1,050,000 results

“health”

14,800,000 results for “health + 1988”

“drugs” - 3,700,000 results 

“disease” - 7,140,000 results 

“epidemic” - 473,000 results 

“death” - 7,990,000 results 

“medicine” - 7,580,000 results

“entertainment”

2,340,000 results for “spectacle + 1988”

“film” - 9,860,000 results 

“music” - 10,600,000 results 

“fashion” - 3,160,000 results 

“television” - 3,710,000 results

“progress”

6,730,000 results for “progress + 1988”

“literature” - 7,540,000 results 

“art” - 9,660,000 results 

“technology” - 14,700,000 results 

“peace” - 1,540,000 results 

“design” - 11,900,000 results

data at a glance
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“lies” - 2,340,000 results

“deceit” - 1,160,000 results

“survival”
3,910,000 results

“politics” - 15,300,000 results 

“war” - 9,870,000 results

“money” - 8,040,000 results

“environment” - 8,110,000 results

“murder” - 2,010,000 results

“tension”
2,490,000 results

“crime” - 1,460,000 results

“discrimination” - 1,050,000 results

“drugs” - 3,700,000 results

“disease” - 7,140,000 results

“death” - 7,990,000 results 

“medicine” - 7,580,000 results

“film” - 9,860,000 results

“music” - 10,600,000 results

“fashion” - 3,160,000 results

“television” - 3,710,000 results

“design” - 11,900,000 results

“literature” - 7,540,000 results

“art” - 9,660,000 results

“technology” - 14,700,000 results

“peace” - 1,540,000 results

“health”
14,800,000 results

“entertainment”
2,340,000 results

“progress”
6,730,000 results

“scandal”
489,000 results

“hypocrisy” - 266,000 results

“hate” - 631,000 results

“racism” - 498,000 results

“contradiction” - 429,000 results 

“epidemic” - 473,000 results

data at a glance
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children

concept 1: Kids with guns, kids with drugs, 

kids with bombs. I was really taken back by 

how many kids murdered their families in  

the year I was born. Kids seem like they  

were mixed up in a lot of grown up affairs:  

dealing/using drugs, involved in gangs, in-

volved in warfare ...

form choices: It might be a dark topic but  

I think there’s some humor to be found in the 

form these posters would take. It would be all 

about the juxtaposition of innocence and cor-

ruption. Could I use “childish” typography to 

relate grim subject matter? Photographing toys, 

kindergarden handwriting ...

sickness

concept 2: Sick with child, sick with AIDS, 

sick for home. “Illness” is a loaded word, it car-

ries a lot of meanings, idioms etc. Pregnancy, 

morning sickness ... AIDS, sickness in the 

traditional sense of the word ... for Israelis 

and Palestinians, the longing for a place to call 

home, i.e. “homesickness” ... 

form choices: Photography here is obvious ... 

My own birth, the AIDS epidemic, the ongoing 

conflict between Israel and Palestine ... all of 

these have been well documented in photogro-

phy over the last two or three decades. How can 

my typography look “sickly,” or mimic the type 

of a medical report? ...

contradiction

concept 3: Say one thing, do another. My par-

ents can’t reach consensus on the events of my 

birthday. My mom can’t tell the truth about who 

I was named after. Health teachers caught with 

coke in their lockers. The planet is obsessed 

with a closet-homosexual-pop-star, but can’t stop 

hating on gays. 

form choices: I don’t think that there’s re-

ally a specific “vernacular” I could use to my 

advantage for this concept. So, I think I’d have 

to abstract the form, and come up with ways for 

type to “contradict” itself. Opposing columns, 

layered type, “breaking” a grid. Type that says 

the opposite of content ...

SYNTHESIS

cONCEPTS

Here I’ve laid down the major themes that 

persist throughout my research on each of the 

scales or “scopes” the posters will ocupy.  

When I’m able to draw connections between 

the keywords along each of these three catego-

ries, that’s when I’ll know I have a viable con-

cept to work with. Above are three concepts I’ve 

drawn from my research, along with the “form” 

they’ll likely take (whether they reference a spe-

cific vernacular/typography/photography/etc.) 

and ultimately, the comment they make on the 

state of the world I was “born into.”

23
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image research 25

Toys, Florentine Prints, Decorative paper Trucks, Florentine Prints, Decorative paperBaloons, Florentine Prints, Decorative paper

http://www.wehaitians.com/a_master_pho_1.jpg http://www.johnmurphyforcongress.org/images/child%2520running2.jpeghttp://www.theonion.com/content/files/images/Sidebox-Child-Soldier-R.jpg

form

Image research,  typographic  exper iments ,  deve lopment  sketches . 

Mater ia ls  for  each concept  are  marked wi th  the  co lor  ass igned in 

“synthes is”  sec t ion.
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image research 27

http://www.child-soldier.org/rwanda_child_soldier.jpg

HIV in Blood Serum, David S. Goodsell, Watercolor.

http://storage.sxc.hu/m/me/medgno/488599_54474162.jpg http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml?f=download&id=845207

http://upload.wikimedia.org/commons/thumb/2/2f/HIV-budding.jpg

http://www.dobbins.afrc.af.mil/shared/070526-F-3742P-012.jpg
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The Cosby Show ... at least their kids were well behaved.Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, perhaps 1988’s most popular kid’s show. Mattel M-16 Marauder Toy Gun Ad ... not circa ‘88, but still ...

http://img.photobucket.com/Excombatan-megangbedil.jpg

http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml?f=download&id=807041

http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml?f=download&id=924348
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image research 29

http://library.austincc.edu/w3/SON/sonogram.jpg

http://www.alternativenews.org/images/stories/woman_in_gaza.jpg

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/news_images/20080308/p1e.jpghttp://www.kahane.org/gallery/11.jpghttp://london.mfa.gov.il/mfm/Data/12942.jpg

Stone-throwers flee from Israeli Army

http://arizonarighttolife.org/images/tubal_pregnancy_with_embryo_m5fk.jpg

http://mirror-us-ga1.gallery.hd.org/_exhibits/medicine/human-fetal-ultrasound.jpg

http://www.gilasvirsky.com/.pond/telaviv1988rachelostrowicz_liter.jpg

http://arizonarighttolife.org/images/week20a_hr.jpghttp://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml?f=download&id=807052

http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml?f=download&id=565754
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image research 31

Greater Manhattan Area

http://rafah.virtualactivism.net/september/7/Palestinianfather.jpg

http://www.humanrightshouse.org/assets/1006Demolishedhouse9.jpg

+ Roads

http://rafah.virtualactivism.net/september/7/Thebodies.jpg

http://rafah.virtualactivism.net/september/22/Maskedman.jpg

+ Recommended Route

Palestinian suffers heart attack, son killed in stone-throwing clash with Israeli forces
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Still from Monkey music videoGeorge Michael’s Faith, 52nd best selling album of all time in the US Ridiculously large George Michael stadium concert

http://rafah.virtualactivism.net/september/14/carrythebody.jpg
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image research 33

A few loving Baptists. There are way too many of these photos on the Internet. http://baptistwatch.org

Still from Faith music video Concert Performance, U.K.

Fred Phelps, Pastor of Westboro Baptist Church. Extraordinary hatemonger. Westboro Baptist Church, Anti-Gay Rallyhttp://baptistwatch.org
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typographic experiments 35

kids stuff: Kinda hard to find a balance between something that looks child-like and is actually legible/not too novel. Might be best to go with actual handwrit-

ten letters as opposed to an actual typeface here.

arrested. Chalkboard. Sidewalk business peddling crack in Dorcester County District

tried as an adult in upcoming trial. Omnes Black. Prosecutors say that 

Charged in Ax Murders Of 4 in His Family. Hiragino Gothic. In Minnesota

Wanted to know what it was like to kill someone. Marker Felt Thin. Teachers at the school said

to death with a baseball bat. Clarendon. The boy’s family declined to 

one. Cooper Black. 15-year-old boy who beat a classmate to death with a baseball bat

c
o

n
c

e
p

t
 1

: 
c

h
il

d
r

e
n

grid3_backupVI.indd   18 3/18/08   1:25:29 PM



sketches 37

Starts to look a lot like the refrigerator alphabets.

I think it was Win who suggested in critique that these real magnets could 

be used to hold up article clippings and other printed research. I thought 

that would add a lot to the richness of the photograph ... a sort of collage

So what I think this really becomes is a blueprint for a photograph ... What 

looks okay with pure type would become a lot more interesting if actually 

arranged and photographed.

Experiment with hand drawn alphabets, “Sesame Street” color pallete,  

irregular, child-like placement of letters.
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typographic experiments 39

medical typography: I’m finding a lot of ultra-legible, “humanist” sans-serifs in use for hospital signage, monospaced machine-print for prescription labels. 

Some of these fonts really remnind me of the old CRT screens they used to have in hospitals.

Swiss.  helve t ica condensed.  conference on vacc ine prospects r a is ing.

The plague’s world toll mounts. Monaco. Newly reported details of the virus’s

Surgeon General’s opinion. Myriad. Reception A & B (Out-Patient Therapy). Trial results 

Hetereosexual survey study. Letter Gothic Bold. To address concern 

On. OCR A. The Numbers of AIDS-Infected Heterosexuals
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sketches 41

Might be interesting to see if I could secure some of the old 80’s perforated 

continuous feed computer paper to print this out on.

Playing with news research/pharmaceutical typography.
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         A

 new
 survey has found w

idespread m
isinform

ation about AID


S, w
ith 26 percent of the 

respondents thinking they w
ould probably get the disease from

 giving blood and 36 percent believing they could get AID


S by eating at 

a restaurant w
here the cook has it.

A
dvocates for AID


S patients, dissatisfied w

ith the progress of developing  

and approving new
 treatm

ents for the disease, are continuing to put pressure on the Food and D
rug A

dm
inistration through m

eetings 

w
ith G

overnm
ent officials and dem

onstrations

The m
odest proposal has been cautiously em

braced by som
e university officials, though others question its usefulness.

P
olicym

akers, researchers and health officials all w
ant to know

 just how
 far the AID


S

 virus, 

called HIV
-1

, has spread in the U
.S

., but they disagree vehem
ently on how

 to go about it.

			



           Low

est Levels of K
now

ledge The nation’s R
om

an C
atholic bishops voted today 

to leave in place a controversial docum
ent about AID
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Cryptic nature of medical records/news research.
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typographic experiments 43

For quotations: There’s something breathtaking about the word “motherfucker” in a serif italic. The contradiction here being the use of a very elegant, “pleas-

ant” looking typeface for some vulgar, rather impolite content. Again, not looking to mimic a specific vernacular here, just a form that “contradicts” content.

For titles: In selecting a typeface for titles, I aimed to pick something that felt relatively generic, but also somewhat cold or detatched. I chose from a handful 

geometric sans-serifs in all caps in order to acheive something straight-faced, that might also come off as sarcastic against its heavily partisan content.

wed. interstate bold. mom and dad should not have wed

father.” interstate light. “you were named after my father.

five million copies. gill Sans. “faith” has sold five mi

everyone has aids. avenir light. according to study by

much. omnes light. mom and dad don’t agree on much.

users. avenir heavy. america just can’t get enough

I said enough of this shit, give me an epidural.” ITC Korinna Bold Kursiv. “finally they came

women die during child birth.” ITC Korinna Std Kursiv. “It is a very very painful, anyway the whole 

and I’m the whole time.” Conga Brava Semibold. “All I did, I understood why and how women die during child

taking these breaths.” Minion Italic. “And its such bullshit, cuz you know … it is such a bunch of bullshit,

She freaked out.” Conga Brava Light. “I realized she was gooshin’ amniotic f luid all over the couch, and I’m

couch.” Minion Bold Italic. “I’m racing like a motherfucker trying to get to the hospital … There was a uhh a
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For the first poster (local), I started with the most visible contradiction my research provided me with: the “split” between the routes my mother and father re-

port to have taken to the hospital.

They “typographic system” put in place operates in four columns. The two inner most columns serve as the poster’s “primary” content, and the outer most 

columns would serve as space for other tangential stories/comments etc (which were color coded by tpe). I wanted to create a system that would embrace the 

pluarity that the date of birth prompt called for.
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I thought the rigid use of opposing columns echoed back to this idea of “two sides to every story.”
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Finally, the title itself ignores any of the system in place and just sort of breaks the grid entirely, which might be seen as a contradiction in itself.
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“ … it was a .. I believe it was a Wednesday night, and 

‘Wiseguy,’ my favorite show was on … woo! … starring 

Ken Wahl … it was a mob show, it was great, I love Ken 

Wahl … ”

“ … and you know, I hear this … you’re supposed to be 

‘ha, ha, ha,’ taking these breaths and its such bullshit, 

cuz you know … such a bunch of bullshit, I don’t see 

how that’s gonna help that kind of pain … ”

“ … and you hear these women screaming like a 

medieval torture chamber … ”

“ … about 7 hours later they wheeled you in … and 

you were just so gorgeous and I looked at you … and 

I thought you were a mistake … (laughter) I wasn’t 

expecting a blonde haired blue-eyed baby.”

“ … they dragged me in, and they knifed me, and I said 

‘I feel everything’ and they said ‘well we’re sorry, its 

too late’ … and I felt him slice me open, I felt them … 

they pull my intestines out … literally, I mean it was 

amazing … ” 

“ … I went into preterm labor at 7 months …  

I went into labor like 7 times before you were born, I had 

pre-term labor  .. so now I’m like two weeks late and this 

is like, alright enough already … ”

“ … it was scary because I was in labor … and they 

said ‘we have to make certain he’s not retarded’ … so 

they poked your head three times to draw blood out of 

it … I was totally petrified.”

“ … you know, he goes, ‘oh the baby looks Greek’ … he 

was in tears …  passed out. I didn’t see you … ”

 “ … um, so I, you know, sat down and all of a sudden, 

that was like the beginning of the TV show … I had this 

pain like I never knew in my life and I screamed ‘Okay! 

Oh this is it!’ … ” 

The Lamaze Technique is a prepared childbirth 

technique developed in the 1940s by French 

obstetrician Dr. Fernand Lamaze as an alternative 

to the use of medical intervention during labor.  

The Lamaze method gained popularity in the 

United States after Marjorie Karmel wrote  

about her experiences in her 1959 book   

Thank You, Dr. Lamaze.  — Source: Wikipedia

“10:00 … even though they wrote 10:30 on your birth 

certificate … and no, I wasn’t drugged up if you recall.”

“ … we went screamin’ down to the hospital … she 

was doing her Lamaze training … and I’m racing like a 

motherfucker trying to get to the hospital … ”

“ … you came out pretty gooey … I thought, ‘It’s a boy! 

Great! I don’t have to pay for the wedding.’”

“ … at one point … I think the doctor or the nurse said, 

‘Oh! Here it comes! It’s a –’ and I said, ‘don’t you dare 

… I wanna make that determination first hand.’”

“I sat down … mom was obviously very sedated.” 

“There was a uhh … a curtain between let’s say … 

mom’s neck … up to the ceiling and down the sides of 

the gurney she was on … I went to stand up and they 

told me to sit down … they said they’d lost too many 

fathers to fainting …”

“ … she freaked out … I realized she was gooshin’ the 

amniotic fluid all over the couch … ”

Vinnie Terranova does time in a New Jersey 

penitentiary to set up his undercover role as an 

agent for the OCB (Organized Crime Bureau) of  

the United States. His roots in a traditional Italian 

city neighborhood form the underlying dramatic 

base throughout the series, bringing him into 

con�ict with his conservative mother and other 

family members while acting undercover as 

syndicate enforcer.  — Source: IMDB.com

“I’m looking in the window and your head was like … 

really, really pointy … I said, ‘damn! Look at that head! 

What’s up with that?’ … I started patting my head to 

kind of see if maybe I had one too.”

Mom says she never made it to her Lamaze 

training sessions since she was on bedrest for so 

long. I’m not sure if my Dad knew that.

Hours of labor molded my malleable cranium 

into the shape of my mother’s birthing canal.

Dr. J. Milton Hudson tried to deliver me naturally 

for a pretty long time. Apparently I was a bit 

too big for mom, so they rushed her in for a 

cesarean after she’d been in labor for a full 

24 hours.

Mom says they didn’t give her an epidural, or 

that they didn’t give her enough … I don’t really 

remember. Anyway, I’m not allowed to forget this.

I called Dad to ask him about Dec. 15th, 1988 

on Jan. 10th, 2008. He was busy with work and 

called me back a few days later. We spoke for 21 

minutes and 46 seconds.

A �ve-year-old Brooklyn girl who of�cials said 

appeared  to have been physically abused, died 

last night after she was found unconscious in her 

mother's apartment, the police said.

Responding to reports of a woman screaming, the 

police found the unconscious girl,Jessica Cortez, 

in Apartment 1-C at 300 Bushwick Avenue, where 

she lived with her mother and stepfather.

The girl was taken by ambulance to Woodhull 

Hospital Medical Center, where she was de-

clared dead shortly after arrival at 8:20 P.M., the  

police said.

Her mother and stepfather, who were not im-

mediately identi�ed, were taken by the police to 

the 90th Precinct station house for questioning, 

said Sgt. Raymond O'Donnell, a police spokes-

man They were in the apartment when the police 

found the girl, he said. 

— Source: The New York Times

I called Mom to ask her about Dec. 15th, 1988 

on Jan. 10th, 2008. We spoke for 23 minutes and 

59 seconds.

A 1987 Ford van driven by Robert Kelly, 21, of 

Staten Island, was traveling toward Manhattan 

when the van crossed into oncoming traf�c and 

collided with a 1980 Mercedes-Benz driven by  

Edward Deutsch, 76, of 19 W. 44th Street in Man-

hattan. Mr. Deutsch was pronounced dead at the 

scene. — Source: The New York Times

A Mount Kisco cheese importer, the Westland 

Cheese Company, and its general manager 

pleaded guilty today to conspiring to defraud the 

Customs Service of duty payments on imported 

cheese over a two-year period. The general 

manager, Jan Kos, 35 years old, of Mount Kisco, 

faces up to two years in prison and a $250,000 

fine. The company could be fined $400,000.   

— Source: The New York Times

“ … they cleaned you up and you don’t hear a sound 

right away, and then they give you the  ol’ pat on the 

ass, and the ‘wah’ and the ‘wah’ ... ” 

“ …  you hear the, you know, (slurrping noise) ... 

because they’re sucking the blood out of the incision 

… you’re behind a curtain and you don’t really know 

what’s going on … ”

A baby boy was born to parents Fay and 

Mark Brower at 10:00 AM (of�cially), weighing  

8 pounds 5 ounces, 21 inches in length. 

CUSTOMS FR AUD ADMIT TED

5 -YEAR-OLD BROOKLYN GIRL DIES

MANHAT TAN MAN, 76, K ILLED IN 

CR ASH IN BAT TERY PARK

Excerpts are identi�ed by the time at which they 

were uttered on recording. Secondary text is 

color coded as follows:

  NOTES

COMMENTARY

LOCAL NEWS

THE L AMA ZE TECHNIQUE

WISEGUY (1987-1990)

She had recently watched a documentary about 

two kids who were swapped at birth.

Eleven of New York State's 270 hospitals had mor-

tality rates in 1987 signi�cantly higher than the 

national average, according to a Federal study of 

Medicare patients. 

11 NEW YORK STATE HOSPITALS HAVE 

HIGH MORTALITY RATES, U.S. SAYS

Mom and Dad don’t agree on much. That’s why they’re not married 

anymore. They did agree, however, that they’d like to have a kid, 

and on December 15th, 1988, they got one. I spoke with both 

of my parents to hear their accounts of the day’s events, and 

they managed to contradict one another on nearly every point of 

discussion … down to the very route they took to the hospital. 

Excerpts from either conversation accompany their “respective” 

trips to New York Presbyterian along with local news, relevant 

contextual information and my own commentary. 

New York Numbers — 401 

New York Win 4 — 4862

New York Keno — 4, 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 20, 25, 30, 

32, 36, 37, 42, 50, 53, 55, 68, 74, 78

New Jersey Pick-It — 854

New Jersey Pick 4 — 4944

New Jersey Pick-6 Lotto — 4, 5, 25, 27, 33, 39; 

bonus, 78059

Connecticut Daily — 485

Connecticut Play 4 — 8150

LOT TERY NUMBERS, DEC 15 1988

LOCALMOM 
& DAD 
SHOULD
NOT 
HAVE
WED.

LOCAL: “Mom and Dad don’t agree on much. That’s why they’re not married anymore. They did agree, however, that they’d like to have a kid, and on Dec. 15th, 

1988, they got one. I spoke with both of my parents to hear their accounts of the day’s events, and they managed to contradict one another on nearly every 

point of discussion … down to the very route they took to the hospital. Excerpts from either conversation accompany their “respective” trips to New York Pres-

byterian along with local news, relevant contextual information and my own commentary.” 
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FAITH 

by George Michael

NEED YOU TONIGHT 

by INXS

GOT MY MIND SET ON YOU 

by George Harrison

NEVER GONNA GIVE YOU UP 

by Rick Astley

SWEET CHILD O’ MINE 

by Guns N’ Roses

SO EMOTIONAL 

by Whitney Houston

HEAVEN IS A PLACE ON EARTH 

by Belinda Carlisle

COULD’VE BEEN 

by Tiffany

HANDS TO HEAVEN 

by Breathe

ROLL WITH IT 

by Steve Winwood

ONE MORE TRY 

by George Michael

WISHING WELL 

by Terence Trent d’Arby

ANYTHING FOR YOU 

by Gloria Estefan & Miami Sound Machine

THE FLAME 

by Cheap Trick

GET OUTTA MY DREAMS, GET INTO MY CAR 

by Billy Ocean

SEASONS CHANGE 

by Expose

IS THIS LOVE 

by Whitesnake

WILD, WILD WEST 

by Escape Club

POUR SOME SUGAR ON ME 

by Def Leppard

I’LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 

by Taylor Dayne

MAN IN THE MIRROR 

by Michael Jackson

SHAKE YOUR LOVE 

by Debbie Gibson

SIMPLY IRRESISTIBLE 

by Robert Palmer

HOLD ON TO THE NIGHTS 

by Richard Marx

HUNGRY EYES 

by Eric Carnen

SHATTERED DREAMS 

by Johnny Hates Jazz

FATHER FIGURE 

by George Michael

NAUGHTY GIRLS (NEED LOVE TOO) 
by Samantha Fox

A GROOVY KIND OF LOVE 

by Phil Collins

LOVE BITES 

by Def Leppard

ENDLESS SUMMER NIGHTS 

by Richard Marx

FOOLISH BEAT 

by Debbie Gibson

WHERE DO BROKEN HEARTS GO 

by Whitney Houston

ANGEL 

by Aerosmith

HAZY SHADE OF WINTER 

by Bangles

THE WAY YOU MAKE ME FEEL 

by Michael Jackson

DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY 

by Bobby McFerrin

MAKE ME LOSE CONTROL 

by Eric Carnen

RED RED WINE 

by UB40

SHE’S LIKE THE WIND 

by Patric Swayze

BAD MEDICINE 

by Bon Jovi

KOKOMO 

by Beach Boys

I DON’T WANNA GO ON WITH YOU LIKE THAT 

by Elton John

TOGETHER FOREVER 

by Rick Astley

MONKEY 

by George Michael

DEVIL INSIDE 

by INXS

SHOULD’VE KNOWN BETTER 

by Richard Marx

I DON’T WANNA LIVE WITHOUT YOUR LOVE 

by Chicago

THE LOCOMOTION 

by Kylie Minogue

WHAT HAVE I DONE TO DESERVE THIS? 

by Pet Shop Boys & Dusty Springfield

MAKE IT REAL 

by Jets

WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND 

by Information Society

TELL IT TO MY HEART 

by Taylor Dayne

OUT OF THE BLUE 

by Debbie Gibson

DON’T YOU WANT ME 

by Jody Watley

DESIRE 

by U2

I GET WEAK 

by Belinda Carlisle

SIGN YOUR NAME 

by Terence Trent d’Arby

I WANT TO BE YOUR MAN 

by Roger

GIRLFRIEND 

by Pebbles

The following are 60 of the Billboard top 100 pop hits 

for the year 1988. Five of George Michael’s singles 

made the chart in a single year.  Secondary text is 

color coded as follows:

AIKEN, S.C., Dec. 15 (AP) - The soul singer James Brown 

was sentenced to six years in prison today for fail-

ing to stop for the police in a two state automible 

chase. But he was acquitted of assault with intent  

to kill.

Mr. Brown’s lawyer, Bill Weeks, had argued that the pros-

pect of arresting a celebrity caused the police to over-

react in their pursuit of Mr. Brown. But the prosecutor, 

Robert Harte, said that Mr. Brown admitted that he failed 

to obey a police of�cer’s command to pull over.

An Aiken County jury deliberated more than three 

hours before �nding Mr. Brown guilty of two counts of 

aggravated assault and of eluding the police. Mr. Brown 

testi�ed wednesday that he did not stop because he 

feared for his life. “I was scared to death,” Mr. Brown said, 

“I went to Vietnam and I wasn’t that frightened.”

— Source: New York Times

2 BOYS HELD IN CR ACK CASE

SINGER JAMES BROWN RECEIVES 

6 -YE AR SENTENCE IN CAR CHASE

3 AGENTS AND PL AYER CHARGED IN 

FR AUD OF COLLEGES

CRYSTAL MYSTERIES

TE ACHERS HELD IN MANHAT TAN 

AND BROOKLYN: SEPER ATE ARRESTS 

INVOLVE HANDGUN AND DRUGS

YE AR OF GEORGE MICHAEL

Two New York City schoolteachers were arrested 

yesterday, one for illegally possessing a handgun 

that the police said had been found by a student and 

that the teacher had offered to buy, and the other on  

drug charges.

[Shirley Smith], whose students said had warned them 

about drugs was arrested and charged with possession 

of marijuana and cocaine after an investigation begun 

by a tip to a school of�cial, the police said.

They said she was the kind of teacher who bought 

them little presents, lent lunch money, and borrowed 

library books for them. She also warned them away  

from drugs, they said. 

“She said not to use drugs because you’ll end up in the 

streets, a bum,” said Yesenia Rivera, 12. “I don’t believe 

she did it,” said Andre Cruz, 11. “I feel broken up. She 

used to treat us like a mother.”

 

— Source: New York Times

Whether there is or is not a Santa Claus is a mat-

ter of personal predilection, but there has been no 

choice about another seasonal proposition: no two 

snow�akes are alike. How many parents have been 

pleased to astonish their children with that assertion of  

crystalline in�nity?

Now it’s the parent’s turn to be astonished. A letter in 

the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society 

describes the belief in no-two-alike as “a bit of folk 

wisdom generally accepted even among those few 

regarded as experts in the subject.” But it is no more. 

The author, Dr. Nancy Knight, a scientist at the National 

Center for Atmospheric Research, reports �nding a 

matching pair in a snowstorm over Wisconsin. She was 

collecting �akes on a research �ight, exposing a glass 

slide to pick up crystals. A photo revealed the similarity 

of the two of them. 

What’s the signi�cance of the her discovery? “Noth-

ing cosmic,” Dr. Knight says. “It’s not going to solve the 

greenhouse effect.” The real challenge that she sees 

is explaining how two crystals grew the same. A myth  

demolished, but nature’s mystery survives.

— Source: New York Times

Surveying the past year in commercial pop music, 1988 

was the year of George Michael. According to Billboard’s 

year-end annual chart tallies, Mr. Michael’s album “Faith” 

was the No. 1 pop album and compact disk and its title 

song the top single of 1988. Mr. Michael �nished as the 

year’s top album artist and its top singles artist.

Mr. Michael’s acheivement was all the more impressive 

because the singer, songwriter and producer does not 

belong to part of a broader trend. His artful studio pop 

has almost nothing stylistically in common with the 

metal rock that dominated the charts for most of the 

year. No less than six of the year’s top 20 albums could 

be categorized as hard-to-heavy metal rock.

 

— Source: New York Times, Stephen Holden

In the U.S., “Father Figure” became George Michael’s  

sixth number one single (counting #1 singles garnered 

as half of Wham!). “Father Figure” debuted at #49 on 

January 16, 1988, while “Faith” was still prominent 

(at #9) in the top tier of the chart. In the subsequent 

weeks, “Father Figure” was a sure�re hit, reaching #1 

by its seventh week, February 27, 1988, staying at the 

top for two weeks. Altogether, the single spent 6 weeks 

in the Top 10, 9 weeks in the Top 20, and 14 weeks in 

the Top 40.  — Source: Wikipedia

“One More Try” was the third consecutive #1 single 

from the Faith album. “One More Try” debuted at an 

impressive #40 the week of April 16, 1988, and matching 

the speed of “Father Figure”, reached #1 by its seventh 

week, May 28, 1988, this time staying there for three 

consecutive weeks. “One More Try” was the second-

longest running #1 of 1988, tied with “Every Rose Has Its 

Thorn” by Poison, and behind the four-week run of Steve 

Winwood’s “Roll With It”.  — Source: Wikipedia

My mother maintains that there is no correlation 

between my name and the pop star’s. “Mom I have to 

ask you who I was named after,” to which she replies, 

“you were named after my father ... and Michael just 

because it sounded good.” “Kissing a Fool” was  

George Michael’s 5th single in the top 100. It wasn’t in 

the top sixty.

BOSTON, Dec. 14 (AP) — Two boys, 10 and 13 years old, 

have been charged in Dorchester District Court with op-

erating a sidewalk business peddling crack. They were 

arrested Friday.  — Source: New York Times

A Federal grand jury indicted three agents today, 

�nding that improper payments and threats of vio-

lence were used to induce dozens of athletes to sign 

professional management contracts while they were  

in college. 

In addition, Cris Carter, a player for the Philadelphia 

Eagles of the National Football League, was indicted 

on charges of mail fraud and obstruction of justice in 

connection with payments he received from the agents. 

 

— Source: New York Times

NOTES

COMMENTARY

NATIONAL HEADLINES 

NATIONAL

“YOU 
WERE 
NAMED 
AFTER  
MY  
FATHER.”
NATIONAL: “The following are 60 of the Billboard top 100 pop hits for the year 1988. Five of George Michael’s singles made the chart in a single year. My mother 

maintains that there is no correlation between my name and the pop star’s. ‘Mom I have to ask you who I was named after,’ to which she replies, ‘you were 

named after my father ... and Michael just because it sounded good.’ ‘Kissing a Fool’ was George Michael’s 5th single in the top 100. It wasn’t in the top sixty.”
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Howard Russell, homosexual who lives in Mid-

dlebury, Vermont, says he hopes gay rights bill 

that has been passed by Vermont Senate will 

help stop discrimination he feels he has suffered; 

bill, which faces strong opposition in House, 

has received backing of Development Secretary  

Eldert Moulton.

Federally financed manual outling curriculum of 

sex education for teenagers has touched off po-

litical firestorm in New Hampshire because it de-

scribes homosexuality as normal; since January 

more than 200 copies of manual have been dis-

tributed to medical, family planning and govern-

ment agencies around state; Federal Government 

has begun action to try to block its distribution.

United Methodist Church’s General Conference, 

highest policymaking body of church, will dis-

cuss issue of homosexuality, and whether ho-

mosexual behavior is incompatible with Chris-

tian teaching and thus bar to church leadership. 

United Methodist Church’s General Conference 

votes to maintain position that homosexual be-

havior is incompatible with Christian teaching 

and bar to ordained ministry.

Study by Philadelphia Lesbian and Gay Task Force 

has reported that nearly half of city’s homosexual 

men and one fifth of city’s lesbians suffer violent 

crimes in year because of their sexual orientation, 

says figures are almost 12 times national annu-

al criminal violence rate for all men and 10 times 

rate for all women. 

Delegates to Southern Baptist Convention in San 

Antonio condemn homosexuality as ‘a manifesta-

tion of a depraved nature’ and ‘perversion of di-

vine standards.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

People are really scared of AIDS. Much more in 1988 than 

they are today. Straight people were pretty convinced that gay 

people were solely responsible for the epidemic, and the gay 

community suffered a lot because of it. 

 

The following are abstracts of newspaper articles outlining 

the discrimination faced by gays in 1988. The U.S. government 

didn’t start making note of whether or not hate crimes were 

motivated by sexual or racial prejudice until the early nine-

ties, but headlines will show that 1988 saw a significant in-

crease in straight-on-gay violence. Still, the entire planet was 

in love with George Michael. Joke’s on them. 

Flurry of recent studies have confirmed that ha-

rassment and crimes against homosexuals are in-

creasing; gay-rights activists say incidents are be-

coming more violent; problem seems to stem from 

complex mix of circumstances, including anxiet-

ies and resentment about AIDS epidemic

Dozen gay protesters, at montly protest mass 

across street from St Patrick’s Cathedral, place 

wreath bearing words “Free Sharon Kowalski” at 

altar inside cathedral; Kowalski is disabled wom-

an whose parents are fighting her gay lover over 

her care and visitors. 

Six men attack two others with knives and base-

ball bat on Manhattan’s Upper West Side after ha-

rassing men with anti-homosexual comments. 

Two men are attacked on Upper West Side of Man-

hattan by group of knife and bat-wielding teen-

agers shouting anti-homosexual epithets; David 

Wertheier, head of New York City Gay and Lesbi-

an Anti-Violence Project, says number of assaults 

against people who are homosexual or are per-

ceived by others to be homoesxual has risen dra-

matically this year; victims, Barry Finnegan and 

David Frank, were attacked by six youths; both 

are injured.

Thousands stage protest on Upper West Side of 

Manhattan to protest recent violence against 

homosexuals and police arrest at least 100 for  

blocking traffic.

Op-Ed article by Robert A Bernstein on comment 

by Judge Jack Hampton of Dallas, that he imposed 

30-year prison sentence on convicted murderer, 

rather than life term, because victims were homo-

sexual; says frightening implication of his remark 

is that gay persons are like fair game, that vio-

lence against them is at least partially excusable; 

says contrary to what some people think and fear, 

homosexuals do not have power to alter anybody 

else’s sexual orientation.

Article abstracts are identi�ed by date. 

Secondary text is color coded as follows:

  GLOBAL HEADLINES

GLOBAL‘FAITH’ 
SELLS
NEARLY
FIVE
MILLION
COPIES

Lonely and afraid, Mr. Russell was 23 years old be-

fore he could admit his homosexuality to anyone. 

That was 11 years ago. Since then, he has been 

harassed on the streets of Burlington, Vermont’s 

largest city, where he sometimes socializes in gay 

bars, and he suspects he has been the victim of 

discrimination in hiring.

To help people like Mr. Russell, the Vermont Sen-

ate has passed a gay rights bill that would outlaw 

the most obvious forms of discrimination in the 

areas of housing, employment and credit.

However, it is just that prospect that seems to 

frighten opponents of the legislation to ban dis-

crimination. They contend that state-mandated 

tolerance would persuade homosexuals to move 

to Vermont. “I don’t think we should be encourag-

ing people like that to come to the state of Ver-

mont,” State Senator Gilbert Godnick, a Democrat, 

argued in the debate before the 17-to-12 vote in 

favor of the bill.

— Source: The New York Times

After two years of foot-dragging, Governor Cuomo 

has taken a small step toward exploring whether 

sterile needles and syringes might slow the wild-

�re spread of AIDS among drug addicts. 

The action, little and late, is nevertheless wel-

come. Other countries are well ahead on this road; 

they wish to save both addicts and the innocents 

whom they infect. In America, lamentably, politics 

has turned the issue into a choice between com-

bating AIDS or addiction. Adamant opposition of 

law enforcement of�cers has frightened politi-

cians from even testing a clean-for-used needle 

exchange, as public health of�cials urge.

— Source: The New York Times

A new survey has found widespread misinforma-

tion about AIDS, with 26 percent of the respon-

dents thinking they would probably get the dis-

ease from giving blood and 36 percent believing 

they could get AIDS by eating at a restaurant 

where the cook has it. 

“There continues to be a great deal of uncertainty 

about the causes of AIDS,” the National Center 

for Health Statistics said in a report distributed 

this week by its parent agency, the Centers for 

Disease Control here. Some of the misinformation 

may be because the public has not been given 

enough detailed information to be convincing. If 

we want people to believe they can’t be infected 

by casual contact “we have to start giving them 

some technical information about why it can’t 

happen,” said Dr. Deborah Dawson, a researcher 

who worked on the survey report. 

— Source: The New York Times

The latest catchphrase in the war against AIDS is 

something called prevalence testing. Policymak-

ers, researchers and health of�cials all want to 

know just how far the AIDS virus, called HIV-1, has 

spread in the U.S., but they disagree vehemently 

on how to go about it. After months of resisting 

President Reagan’s calls for mandatory testing, 

Surgeon General C. Everett Koop last week told 

reporters at an AIDS conference in London that 

he hopes this spring to screen every student at a 

still unchosen urban U.S. university with a popu-

lation of 25,000. Said Koop: “That would give you 

a pretty good idea of the prevalence in that age 

group in an urban setting.” 

The modest proposal has been cautiously em-

braced by some university of�cials, though oth-

ers question its usefulness. “I don’t think a testing 

program at a university will yield objective data 

on the distribution of the disease,” says Boston 

University President John Silber. “People who 

don’t think they have AIDS are not going to be 

very interested in getting their arm punched just 

for the hell of it.” Notes Dr. James Brown, direc-

tor of student health services at the University of 

California, Berkeley: “I don’t think doing it on one 

campus is going to tell you anything.” The Presi-

dent reportedly introduced the idea of testing col-

lege students last summer at a Cabinet meeting, 

where it was strongly opposed.

— Source: Time Magazine

No vaccine or new treatment was promised at 

the Stockholm scienti�c conference on AIDS this 

week. The plague’s world toll mounts and newly 

reported details of the virus’s behavior only un-

derscore its insidiousness, like the �nding that it 

can lie hidden for years, beyond the scrutiny of 

the current antibody tests. Still, the gloom may be 

the darkness before the dawn. 

The �rst results of a new and more sensitive test, 

known as the polymerase chain reaction, indicate 

that some people can acquire the virus at least 18 

months before testing positive on the present HIV 

antibody tests. If widely true, that would surely be 

troubling. But it will probably turn out to be true 

of only a tiny minority. 

There’s good reason to assume that most people 

give a positive HIV antibody test within six weeks 

of infection. The safety of the blood supply, al-

ready high though not absolute, should not be 

much affected: people in high risk groups are 

asked not to donate blood.

— Source: The New York Times

 GAY RIGHTS BILL CHEERED IN V T.

FIGHTING AIDS AND ADDICTION

SURVEY FINDS WIDESPREAD 

AIDS MISINFORMATION

AIDS PEAK FROM NEW TESTS  

TO NEW VIRUSES

THE LONG HAUL AGAINST AIDS

GLOBAL: “People are really scared of AIDS. Much more in 1988 than they are today. Straight people were pretty convinced that gay people were solely responsible 

for the epidemic, and the gay community suffered a lot because of it. The following are abstracts of newspaper articles outlining the discrimination faced by gays 

in 1988. The U.S. government didn’t start making note of whether or not hate crimes were motivated by sexual or racial prejudice until the early nineties, but 

headlines will show that 1988 saw a significant increase in straight-on-gay violence. Still, the entire planet was in love with George Michael. Joke’s on them.” 
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55conclusion

designer/author

The one thing this assignment certainly chal-

lenges is the conventional role of the designer 

as a “passive” communicator. In a traditional 

sense, the designer is presented with an inal-

terable body of content. He or she is expected 

to give this content form so that the two may 

serve to enhance and illuminate each other 

simultaneously.

Here, the notion of designer as “form-giver” 

hasn’t changed. What has, is the notion of the 

designer as a “passive” participant in the for-

mation of meaning. The D.O.B. project forces 

the designer to play an “active” role in the  

generation of content. While we’re not writing 

the articles or creating the figures that serve 

as the project’s substance, our selective role in 

“curating” this information lets us shape its 

ultimate meaning and impact. 

The exciting part of this “role-reversal” for 

graphic design as a whole, is the elevation of a 

practice/service to an art. 

the process

Since I was forced to funnel the development of 

these posters through a “working method” with 

which I was not entirely familiar, the impor-

tance of a clearly defined process in the visual 

arts became clear.

I don’t have any problem saying that a large 

reason a lot of people seek to become designers 

is that they’re highly stimulated by their sense 

of sight. They find comfort in aesthetics. The 

toughest part about design education is break-

ing the established notion that what looks good, 

is good. 

With the power of today’s software its not 

difficult to create what we might refer to as 

“beauty.” What is difficult is justifying beauty, 

grounding our aesthetic decisions in something 

concrete, so that our form is not empty.

so,
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