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CLASS DESCRIPTION

154A COMMUNICATION DESIGN | - Studio, six
hours; outside study, nine hours. Preparation:
completion of preparation for major courses.
Enforced requisite: course C101 or 104 or C106.
Focus on relationship of type to content, image,
and materials. Acquisition of knowledge of and
sensitivity to typography in context of complex
communication problems in print and digital
media. Research, concept and content devel-
opment, and articulation of methodology for

visualization. P/NP or letter grading.

As far as I knew, this class was supposed to be the extension of
DESMA 25 (Typography), which I also took with Henri Lucas.

I had seen work from Rebecca Mendez’s 154A class ... it seemed
to me like a pretty straightforward task: here’s some content,
now do the “design” thing. I'd soon find out that this class would

work somewhat differently.
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THE ASSIGNMENT

D.O.B. - DATE OF BIRTH is a research project

on the day you were born. Aim is to figure out
what world you were born into. What happened
that day, besides the “beginning of your life?”
What other NEWS events occurred LOCAL,
NATIONAL, GLOBAL? What MUSIC was playing
on the radio, what was popular on national
TELEVISION, what was in FASHION, what was the
weather like? What star constellation were you
born under? Which CELEBRITIES were born that
day and/or were celebrating their birthdays?
But also, who was there when you were born,
were there older brothers and sisters? Were you
born in a hospital, do your mom and dad have

specific details and stories?

This assignment is about gathering data,
archiving, catagorizing, scaling and visually
translating data. An important aspect of this

assignment is STORY TELLING.

SOURCES: internet, newspapers (of that day and
the day after), time-lines, info graphics, astrol-

ogy, your family, the library, etc.

CONTENTS

COURSE + CONTENTS
DEBRIEFING THE SYLLABUS

A "RICH PICTURE"

INDEX OF RESEARCH

DATA AT A GLANCE

SYNTHESIS

IMAGE RESEARCH

TYPOGRAPHY + SKETCHES

FINAL SERIES

CONCLUSION

COURSE + CONTENTS

22

24
34

48
54

/18/08 1:24:42 PM ‘



DISSECT & DEBRIEF

"D.0.B. - DATE OF BIRTH is a research project
on the day you were born. Aim is to figure out
what world you were born into. What happened

that day, besides the ‘beginning of your life?””

Throughout our youth, I think our parents
try to do their best to ensure their children
of a certain sense of stability and safety.
Something that says the world isn’t chang-
ing ... things will stay the same. Probably the
most shocking part of entering adulthood

is the realization that history is subject to
constant revision, and that we’re very deeply
intertwined with the way it will play out. By
analyzing the circumstances that precede
our existence, we get a better sense of our

“trajectory,” the impact the world has on us

and vice versa.

“What other NEWS events occurred LOCAL,
NATIONAL, GLOBAL? What MUSIC was playing
on the radio, what was popular on national
TELEVISION, what was in FASHION, what was the
weather like? What star constellation were you
born under? Which CELEBRITIES were born that

day and/or were celebrating their birthdays?”
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I think a defining characteristic of our era is
the blurring of the seperations between what
we usually define as “high” or “low” culture.
We’'re just beginning to realize that the New
York Philharmonic and Snoop Dogg both
produce art of equal cultural significance.
Considering the full range of “cultural
products” gives us a better sense of our

society’s collective consciousness at a given

point in time.

“This assignment is about gathering data,
archiving, catagorizing, scaling and visually
translating data. An important aspect of this
assignment is STORY-TELLING. SOURCES: inter-
net, newspapers (of that day and the day after),
time-lines, info graphics, astrology, your fam-

ily, the library, etc.”

We definitely belong to a society with a very
rich written history. We archive everything.
Depending on the assortment of informa-
tion we choose to present, we create more
meaning than a given piece of information
could provide for autonomously. Through
the juxtaposition and categorization of find-

ings that share a common thread, we begin

to weave a story.

A "VISUAL ESSAY”

Before moving any further, it might be best to
talk a bit about what this book is supposed to
accomplish (for those not directly involved in
the class itself). It is the final project for 1544,
but unlike other books put together for the end
of a quarter, it aims to weigh the process over

the product.

I'd feel a bit sleazy if I didn’t point out that a
lot of this particular process was put together
retroactively. I don’t think we realized the im-
portance of a documentation of this sort until
a good deal of the quarter had passed, so there

was some lost time to be made up for.
That said, the creation of the “process book” is

supposed emphasize the importance of a reli-

able working method.

DEBRIEFING THE SYLLABUS
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The “rich picture” is like a fancy flowchart that
lets you see how I was organizing my thought

before I actually sought out research materials.

Starting with the central theme (in our case the both be covered by the people who were there

date of birth, the point is to make an associative to see them and the media that’s kept track

of them over the years, in databases, news ar-

diagram which will ultimately dictate the form

the research will take. In my case I can see that chives and research indexes.

the events that happened on my birthday will

A “RICH PICTURE"




RESEARCH

Abstracts and/or full text transcripts of the articles and figures that
serve as the project’s content. Articles are arranged by keyword,
with an “in brief’ overview generalizing eaching section’s findin

Miscellaneous stuff is in back,

CRIME

IN BRIEF: An astonishing amount of children are involved in crime.
Most violent crimes stem from drugs ... a few celebrities gone wild here

and there, but mostly drugs

2 BOYS HELD IN CRACK CASE, THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/14/88, Two
boys, 10 and 13 years old, have been charged in Dorchester District
Court with operating a sidewalk business peddling crack. They were

arrested Friday.

STUDENTS TACKLE ISSUES OF VIOLENCE THE NEW YORK TIMES, 6/30/88,
LEAD: About a third of American families experience domestic vio-
lence, according to the family research laboratory at the University of
New Hampshire in Durham. At least 1.8 million women are assaulted
by their husbands every year and more than 1.6 million children are

abused by parents.

870 ARRESTED IN EFFORT TO HALT GANG VIOLENCE IN LOS ANGELES
THE NEW YORK TIMES, 9/19/88, LEAD: Police officers swept gang terri-
tories and arrested more than 870 people to curb violence that caused
one death and left at least four people wounded over the weekend, the

authorities said today.

PAROLE ACTION COULD CLOSE LANDMARK MURDER CASE SELWYN
RAAB ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 10/2/88, LEAD: Sometime early next
month, New York State prisoner 66Ac003 will ask the Parole Board to
write the final chapter in the Wylie-Hoffert murder case - a landmark
legal saga that was pivotal in abolishing the state’s death penalty and

in restricting police interrogations throughout the country.

MOTHER WHO GIVES BIRTH TO DRUG ADDICT FACES FELONY CHARGE,
THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/16/88, A woman whose son was born addict-

ed to cocaine was charged today with child abuse and delivery of the
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drug to her baby, a felony drug charge that prosecutors say has nev-
er been used against a new mother. The child, Michael Hudson, was
born , Nov. 13 infected with syphilis as well as addicted to cocaine,
the authorities said. He has been treated and placed in a foster home
awaiting adoption. His mother, Toni Suzette Hudson, 29 years old,
was arrested Thursday on a street corner known for drug sales. She
was being held in the Seminole County jail in lieu of $2,000 bond.
Other Florida prosecutors have charged mothers of addicted babies
with child abuse, but never with violating drug laws, said Jeff Deen,
the Seminole-Brevard Assistant State Attorney. Charge Has 3o-Year
Penalty Conviction of child abuse generally carries a sentence of no
more than 60 days. The drug charge carries a maximum sentence of 30
years. Mr. Deen said he could prosecute Ms. Hudson for delivering the
drug because state law defines it simply as a transfer from one person
to another. He said he planned to argue that the mother transferred

the drug to Michael by ingesting it

BOY, 15, IS CONVICTED OF MURDER FOR THRILL THE NEW YORK TIMES,
3/11/88, LEAD: A 15-year-old boy who beat a classmate to death with a
baseball bat because he wanted to know what it was like to kill some-

one was convicted of murder today and sentenced to life in prison.

SINGER JAMES BROWN RECEIVES 6-YEAR SENTENCE IN CAR CHASE,
THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/15/88, The soul singer James Brown was sen-
tenced to six years in prison today for failing to stop for the police in a
two state automobile chase. But he was acquitted of assault with intent
to kill. Mr. Brown’s lawyer, Bill Weeks, had argued that the prospect
of arresting a celebrity caused the police to overreact in their pur-
suit of Mr. Brown. But the prosecutor, Robert Harte, said Mr. Brown
admitted that he failed to obey a police officer’s command to pull
over. An Aiken County jury deliberated more than three hours before
finding Mr. Brown guilty of two counts of aggravated assault and of

eluding the police

MAN, 18, GUILTY OF CONSPIRACY IN ‘86 MURDERS THE NEW YORK
TIMES, 12/8/88, LEAD: An 18-year-old, accused of helping plot the shoot-
ing deaths of his friend’s father and brother, was convicted today of

conspiracy and criminal facilitation but acquitted of murder

BOY, 16, CHARGED IN AX MURDERS OF 4 IN HIS FAMILY IN MINNESOTA
THE NEW YORK TIMES, 2/20/88, LEAD: The authorities today arrested
David Brom, 16 years old, in the ax murders of his parents, a brother

and a sister. Prosecutors said they would seek to try him as an adult

on murder charges.

MOTHER SEIZED IN SLAYING OF 5-YEAR-OLD DAVID E. PITT ror THE NEW.
YORK TIMES, 12/16/88, LEAD: The mother of a 5-year-old girl and the
mother’'s companion were charged yesterday with second-degree mur-
der after the child, who was found beaten, sexually abused and near
death in the couple’s Brooklyn apartment, died Wednesday night ata

hospital

DISCRIMINATION

IN BRIEF: People are really frightened of AIDS, and a lot of people are
convinced that gays are to blame for the epidemic. Religious leaders
denounce homosexuality, people assault gays on the street. Gay com-

munity responds with protest

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 3/20/88, ABSTRACT: Howard Russell, homo-
sexual who lives in Middlebury, Vt, says he hopes gay rights bill that
has been passed by Vermont Senate will help stop discrimination he
feels he has suffered; bill, which faces strong opposition in House, has

received backing of Development Secretary Eldert Moulton.

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 4/24/88, ABSTRACT: Federally financed man-
ual outling curriculum of sex education for teenagers has touched off
political firestorm in New Hampshire because it describes homosexu-
ality as normal; since January more than 200 copies of manual have
been distributed to medical, family planning and government agencies
around state; Federal Government has begun action to try to block

its distribution

INDEX OF RESEARCH 9
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NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 4/26/88, ABSTRACT: United Methodist
Church’s General Conference, highest policymaking body of church,
will discuss issue of homosexuality, and whether homosexual behav-
ior is incompatible with Christian teaching and thus bar to church

leadership.

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 5/03/88, ABSTRACT: United Methodist
Church’s General Conference votes to maintain position that homo-
sexual behavior is incompatible with Christian teaching and bar to

ordained ministry

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 6/12/88, ABSTRACT: Study by Philadelphia
Lesbian and Gay Task Force has reported that nearly half of city’s
homosexual men and one fifth of city’s lesbians suffer violent crimes
in year because of their sexual orientation, says figures are almost 12
times national annual criminal violence rate for all men and 10 times

rate for all women

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 6/17/88, ABSTRACT: Delegates to Southern
Baptist Conventikon in San Antonio condemn homosexuality as
‘a manifestation of a depraved nature’ and ‘perversion of divine

standards.’

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 7/03/88, ABSTRACT: Flurry of recent stud-
ies have confirmed that harassment and crimes against homosexuals
are increasing; gay-rights activists say incidents are becoming more
violent; problem seems to stem from complex mix of circumstances,

including anxieties and resentment about AIDS epidemic.

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 8/08/88, ABSTRACT: Dozen gay protesters, at
montly protest mass across street from St Patrick’s Cathedral, place
wreath bearing words “Free Sharon Kowalski” at altar inside cathedral;
Kowalski is disabled woman whose parents are fighting her gay lover

over her care and visitors.

said that Mr. Johnson took the gun from a 14-year-old sludent at the
school Dec. 15 after the student said she found it in a school bathroom.
Another teacher whose students said had warned them about drugs was
arrested and charged with possession of marijuana and cocaine after
an investigation begun by a tip to a school official, the police said. The
teacher, Shirley Smith, 48 years old, of 3 Washington Square Village,
was suspended from teaching and transferred to a job in the local dis-
trict office. Ms. Smith, who taught fifth grade at Public School 34 at
730 East 12th Street, bought two small bags of marijuana from a man
in front of 244 East yth Street at 8:35 P.M. Wednesday, said Sgt. John
Clifford, a police spokesman. During a subsequent search three enve-
lopes containing cocaine were found on her. Ms. Smith was charged
with criminal possession of a controlled substance and unlawful pos-

session of marijuana.

1,200 POUNDS OF COCAINE SEIZED; 9 HELD, AP, 5/19/88, LEAD: A sup-
ply line that would have brought nearly eight tons of cocaine into the
Hamptons for the resort season was cut off by undercover agents who
confiscated the first shipment, faked a delivery and made nine arrests,
the authorities said today. A supply line that would have brought near-
ly eight tons of cocaine into the Hamptons for the resort season was
cut off by undercover agents who confiscated the first shipment, faked

a delivery and made nine arrests, the authorities said today.

3 TONS OF COCAINE SEIZED ON L.I. AND 3 ARE ARRESTED PETER KERR
For THE NEW YORK TIMES, 4/2/88, LEAD: Nearly three tons of cocaine
was seized and three Colombians were arrested in a warehouse on
Long Island Thursday night in what Federal officials said was the na-
tion’s largest seizure of cocaine outside of Florida, the authorities

announced today

WE ARE LOSING THE WAR ON DRUGS ROBERT M. MORGENTHAU ror THE
NEW YORK TIMES, 2/16/88, LEAD: After a brief absence, illegal drugs
are back in the news. Honduran Army officers are setting up drug
operations in their country. Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, the mili-
tary leader of Panama, has been indicted in Florida for trafficking in
drugs. The Attorney General of Colombia was murdered for his op-

position to the Medellin drug cartel. Front page headlines announced
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NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 8/23/88, ABSTRACT: Six men attack two others
with knives and baseball bat on Manhattan’s Upper West Side after

harassing men with anti-homosexual comments

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 8/24/88, ABSTRACT: Two men are attacked
on Upper West Side of Manhattan by group of knife and bat-wielding
teen-agers shouting anti-homosexual epithets; David Wertheier, head
of New York City Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence Project, says num-
ber of assaults against people who are homosexual or are perceived
by others to be homoesxual has risen dramatically this year; victims,
Barry Finnegan and David Frank, were attacked by six youths; both

are injured.

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 8/31/88, ABSTRACT: 1,000 stage protest on
Upper West Side of Manhattan to protest recent violence against ho-

mosexuals and police arrest at least 100 for blocking traffic

NEW YORK TIMES INDEX, 12/29/88, ABSTRACT: Op-Ed article by Robert
A Bernstein on comment by Judge Jack Hampton of Dallas, that he
imposed 30-year prison sentence on convicted murderer, rather than
life term, because victims were homosexual; says frightening implica-
tion of his remark is that gay persons are like fair game, that violence
against them is at least partially excusable; says contrary to what some
people think and fear, homosexuals do not have power to alter anybody

else’s sexual orientation

SUBMACHINE GUNS AND UNPREDICTABILITY ARE HALLMARKS OF
CRACK'S VIOLENCE PETER KERR ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 3/18/88,
LEAD: Crack has brought a new level of drug violence to New York and
several other American cities, and law-enforcement officials say they
now fear that many of the unstated codes of the street - restraints that
often protected the police, drug agents and witnesses from attack - may

be starting to disappear.

MOTHER WHO GIVES BIRTH TO DRUG ADDICT FACES FELONY CHARGE,
THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/16/88, A woman whose son was born addict-
ed to cocaine was charged today with child abuse and delivery of the
drug to her baby, a felony drug charge that prosecutors say has nev-
er been used against a new mother. The child, Michael Hudson, was
born , Nov. 13 infected with syphilis as well as addicted to cocaine,
the authorities said. He has been treated and placed in a foster home
awaiting adoption. His mother, Toni Suzette Hudson, 29 years old,
was arrested Thursday on a street corner known for drug sales. She
was being held in the Seminole County jail in lieu of $2,000 bond
Other Florida prosecutors have charged mothers of addicted babies
with child abuse, but never with violating drug laws, said Jeff Deen,
the Seminole-Brevard Assistant State Attorney. Charge Has 3o-Year
Penalty Conviction of child abuse generally carries a sentence of no
more than 60 days. The drug charge carries a maximum sentence of 30
years. Mr. Deen said he could prosecute Ms. Hudson for delivering the
drug because state law defines it simply as a transfer from one person
to another. He said he planned to argue that the mother transferred

the drug to Michael by ingesting it

DRUGS

IN BRIEF: People are absolutely in love with coke and absolutely crazy
about crack. They put it before others’ lives, their own lives, and even

their children’s lives.

that according to a Justice Department study, upward of three-quarters
of the men arrested for serious crimes in 12 major cities had tested
positive for drug use. In New York, a 17-year-old was arrested after an
8-day, 11-robbery spree in which he murdered 5 innocent people and

wounded 6 others -all to support his crack habit

IN MANHATTAN AND BROOKLYN; SEPARATE ARRESTS INVOLVE
HANDGUN AND DRUGS JESUS RANGEL ror THE NEW YORK TIMES,
12/23/88, Two New York City schoolteachers were arrested yesterday,
one for illegally possessing a handgun that the police said had been
found by a student and that the teacher had offered to buy, and the
other on drug charges. The first teacher, Donald Johnson, 38, was
arrested at Thomas Jefferson High School in the East New York sec-
tion of Brooklyn, where he taught English, and charged with illegally
possessing a handgun. The charge, a third degree felony, ordinarily

carries a minimum sentence of at least one year in jail. The police

their cheeks when they tell me, ‘In the back of my mind I knew I was

hurting my baby, but in the front of it, I needed more rocks.’*

ENVIRONMENT

DUKAKIS HITS HARD AT BUSH ON FOREIGN AID AND DRUGS ANDREW
ROSENTHAL for THE NEW YORK TIMES, 11/3/88, LEAD: Gov. Michael
S. Dukakis, using unusually harsh language to attack Vice President
Bush on the drug issue, assailed his Republican rival today for not
committing himself to cutting off foreign aid to countries that fail to

cooperate with the United States in the war against drugs.

CRACK USE ON THE RISE IN SUBURBS, PHILLIP LUTZ ror THE NEW
YORK TIMES, 11/13/88, When crack became a commodity about three
years ago, trafficking in the drug was strictly an urban phenomenon.
Now, use and sale of the highly potent cocaine derivative are esca-
lating throughout suburban Long Island, as are associated problems.
Although no one knows how many Long Islanders are involved in
crack transactions, health and law-enforcement authorities agreed
that, based on the effects the drug is having, those numbers are grow-
ing among an increasingly diverse group. The effects of crack, includ-
ing addiction and crime, are prompting health and law-enforcement
agencies in Nassau and Suffolk Counties to step up their anticrack

activities.

IN BRIEF: People are starting to realize that we’re wrecking the planet.

TIME MAGAZINE COVER: ENDANGERED EARTH "PLANET” OF THE YEAR

PROTECTION AGENCY; E.P.A. CRITIC ENTERS THE LION'S DEN AND IS
SHOWERED BY WILD APPLAUSE PHILIP SHABECOFF ror THE NEW YORK
TIMES, 1/15/88, LEAD: Barry Commoner, the environmental scientist,
spoke by invitation to an S.R.O. crowd of Environmental Protection
Agency employees earlier this week and treated them to a fairly savage

critique of their efforts to protect the nation’s health from pollution.

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THEIR PROSPECTS WITH
BUSH PHILIP SHABECOFF ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 11/16/88, LEAD:
National environmental groups, despondent when Ronald Reagan was
elected President eight years ago because of his proclaimed hostility to
environmental regulations, are expressing optimism about their pros-

pects in a Bush administration.

CRACK COMES TO THE NURSERY JOHN LANGONE ror THE NEW YORK
TIMES, 9/19/88, When reports surfaced in the early 1980s that cocaine
use by pregnant women could cause serious physical and mental im-
pairment to their newborns, it was another warning that the snowy
white drug was not as harmless as some believed. Doctors found that
cocaine, like heroin and alcohol, could be passed from the user-mother
to the fetus with disastrous results. Since then the epidemic of co-
caine-afflicted babies has only become worse. The main reason: grow-
ing numbers of women are using crack, the cheap and readily available
purified form of cocaine that plagues America’s inner cities and has
spread into middle-class suburbs. Says Dr. Richard Fulroth, a Stanford

University neonatologist: “The women have tears streaming down

POLLUTION ILLS STIR SUPPORT FOR ENVIRONMENT GROUPS CLIFFORD
D. MAY ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 8/21/88, LEAD: The state of many
beaches this summer and scientific reports that pollution may be al-
tering the climate are the two key factors contributing to a surge of

support for the environmental movement.

INDEX OF RESEARCH II
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FASHION

FILM

IN BRIEF: [ don’t know if news articles could properly relate the state of

fashion in 1988. They were AIDS conscious go.

IN LONDON, 60’'S PANACHE RETURNS, BERNADINE MORRIS ror THE NEW.
YORK TIMES, 10/11/88, LEAD: Among the many current trends in British
fashion is a resurgence of the ethnic or hippie dressing of the 1960’s,
considered a romantic period by today’s young people, who were in-
fants at the time. Retailers - who have been exploring the 300 fashion
houses exhibiting at Olympia, the convention center in the Kensington
section, and attending the 19 formal fashion shows -find that hippie
looks have replaced the conservative or yuppie looks prevalent just

six months ago.

IN FASHION WORLD, THE TREND IS AWAY FROM DRUGS, WOODY
HOCHSWENDER ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 5/16/88, LEAD: In the world
of high fashion, it’s no longer fashionable to be high. Interviews with
designers, photographers, editors and executives in the wake of Calvin
Klein's statement last week that he has entered an alcohol and drug
treatment program - the first major fashion figure to do so publicly -

reveal an industry that has been moving quietly toward sobriety

FASHION; 1988 THE UPS AND DOWNS, CARRIE DONOVAN for THE NEW
YORK TIMES, 15/18/88, LEAD: No one who was there will ever quite for-
get the denouement of the pouf. A zany, delightful silhouette materi-
alizing from swags of fabric fluffed out over short, bouncy skirts, the
pouf had swept international fashion in 1987 and catapulted its inven-

tor, Paris couturier Christian Lacroix, to world fame.

even testing a clean-for-used needle exchange, as public health of-

ficials urge

IN BRIEF: Studios become more and more algorithmic with their “cre-
ative” decisions. Lots of fallback on “genre” films, even if it did make
for a handul of classics. A lot of what used to neccessitate at least some

artistic value is becoming totally commoditized.

Queens, sold $21.4 million worth of tickets over the four-day holiday.
“Coming to America,” which opened June 29 to mediocre reviews,
proved once again that Mr. Murphy's name is golden at the box office
by setting a record for the opening six days of a nonsequel movie, with

a gross of $28.4 million.

HEALTH

TEST SCREENINGS OF NEW MOVIES PUT DEMOGRAPHICS OVER
CREATIVITY, CARYN JAMES ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 3/9/88, LEAD: The
day after “Made in Heaven”” was screened for a preview audience,
the film’s director, Alan Rudolph, faced researchers, marketing people
and production executives from Lorimar Motion Pictures, who came
armed with test results. The audience - chosen by sex, age and movie-
going interests - had been confused, the data said, while watching
Timothy Hutton and Kelly McGillis as lovers who meet in heaven and
who must rediscover each other on Earth. Preview testing has been
around Hollywood for years, but as films have become more expensive
to make and release, research has come to rival the creative hunch as

a means of making movies

FILM VIEW; 80’S MOVIES TAKE THE EASY ROUTE, JANET MASLIN ok THE
NEW YORK TIMES, 1/17/88, LEAD: Like so many films of the 1980’s, the
Goldie Hawn comedy “’Overboard” offers something for everyone. To
begin with, it presents the amusing spectacle of Miss Hawn imperson-
ating a viciously bad-tempered heiress, striking terror into everyone
she meets. After this satirical high-life phase, the film moves into its
low-rent period, with an amnesiac Miss Hawn trapped in the squalid
home of a carpenter (played by Kurt Russell), who intends to teach her

a lesson. But it's an 80’s-style lesson that the film has in mind

FOR FILMS OVER THE FOURTH, A BOX-OFFICE BONANZA, ALJEAN
HARMETZ for THE NEW YORK TIMES, 4/7/88, LEAD: Movies set off fire-
works at the box office last weekend. “’People are going to the movies
in droves and going to see anything,” said Sidney Ganis, president of
marketing at Paramount Pictures. Paramount’s ’Coming to America,”

with Eddie Murphy as an African prince who searches for a bride in

President reportedly introduced the idea of testing college students

last summer at a Cabinet meeting, where it was strongly opposed.

ON THE NUMBERS OF AIDS-INFECTED HETEROSEXUALS, WILLIAM H
MASTERS LeTrer 7o THE NEW YORK TIMES, 2/7/88, “False Alarms About
AIDS" (editorial, March 8), about our book, “Crisis: Heterosexual
Behavior in the Age of AIDS,” made several errors. One was the as-
sertion that we based the conclusions of our book on the survey we
conducted, implying that we based our conclusions on this alone. Our
conclusions were based not only on our survey but also on interpreta-
tions of hundreds of studies done by others, extensively cited. The
claim that we did not interview our study subjects is also erroneous,
as even a cursory reading of our book would show. Nowhere in our
book do we say that the acquired immune deficiency syndrome virus
is spread by casual contact. While we discuss the risk of deep kissing
when one person is infected and the other person has a cut or ulcer-
ation in his or her mouth, this cautionary note is consistent with previ-
ously issued Public Health Service guidelines about avoiding exchange

of infected biological fluids.

AIDS PEAK FROM NEW TESTS TO NEW VIRUSES, TIME MAGAZINE, 2/8/88,
LEAD: The latest catchphrase in the war against AIDS is something
called prevalence testing. Policymakers, researchers and health offi-
cials all want to know just how far the AIDS virus, called HIV-1, has
spread in the U.S., but they disagree vehemently on how to go about
it. After months of resisting President Reagan’s calls for mandatory
testing, Surgeon General C. Everett Koop last week told reporters at an
AIDS conference in London that he hopes this spring to screen every
student at a still unchosen urban U.S. university with a population
of 25,000. Said Koop: “That would give you a pretty good idea of the
prevalence in that age group in an urban setting.” The modest propos-
al has been cautiously embraced by some university officials, though
others question its usefulness. “I don’t think a testing program at a
university will yield objective data on the distribution of the disease,”
says Boston University President John Silber. “People who don’t think
they have AIDS are not going to be very interested in getting their
arm punched just for the hell of it.” Notes Dr. James Brown, director
of student health services at the University of California, Berkeley: “I

don’t think doing it on one campus is going to tell you anything.” The
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SURVEY FINDS WIDE AIDS IGNORANCE, AP, 1/30/88, LEAD: A new survey
has found widespread misinformation about AIDS, with 26 percent of
the respondents thinking they would probably get the disease from giv-
ing blood and 36 percent believing they could get AIDS by eating at a
restaurant where the cook has it. “There continues to be a great deal of
uncertainty about the causes of AIDS,” the National Center for Health
Statistics said in a report distributed this week by its parent agency,
the Centers for Disease Control here. Some of the misinformation may
be because the public has not been given enough detailed information
to be convincing. If we want people to believe they can’t be infected by
casual contact “we have to start giving them some technical informa-
tion about why it can’t happen,” said Dr. Deborah Dawson, a research-
er who worked on the survey report. Lowest Levels of Knowledge The
nation’s Roman Catholic bishops voted today to leave in place a contro-
versial document about AIDS, but they acknowledged that it had short-
comings and agreed to work on a further statement of policy. Today’s
action was an adroit compromise aimed at curbing an unusual pub-
lic dispute among the bishops. It arose because brief passages in the
AIDS document, issued with the unanimous approval of the bishops’
so-member administrative board last December, suggested that infor-
mation about condoms might be included in education aimed at pre-
venting AIDS. John Cardinal O’'Connor of New York and other Catholic
leaders objected that the document left the impression that the church

had changed its official rejection of artificial birth control.

F.D.A. PRESSED TO APPROVE MORE AIDS DRUGS, WARREN E. LEARY ror
THE NEW YORK TIMES, 10/11/88, LEAD: Advocates for AIDS patients,
dissatisfied with the progress of developing and approving new treat-
ments for the disease, are continuing to put pressure on the Food and
Drug Administration through meetings with Government officials and
demonstrations. Groups concerned about AIDS are planning to stage a
demonstration on Tuesday at F.D.A. headquarters in nearby Rockville,
Md., to shut down the agency for a day in what they called a nonvio-
lent act of civil disobedience. While agency officials said the F.D.A.
would remain open, organizers said several thousand people were ex-

pected to protest and hundreds planned to be arrested to dramatize

IN BRIEF: People still don’t really know how AIDS works, how it’s
transmitted, how to stop it, or how to treat people who have it.

Furthermore, they have no idea how long it will be around for.

THE LONG HAUL AGAINST AIDS, THE NEW YORK TIMES, 6/17/88, LEAD
No vaccine or new treatment was promised at the Stockholm scientific
conference on AIDS this week. The plague’s world toll mounts and
newly reported details of the virus’'s behavior only underscore its in-
sidiousness, like the finding that it can lie hidden for years, beyond
the scrutiny of the current antibody tests. Still, the gloom may be the
darkness before the dawn. The first results of a new and more sensi-
tive test, known as the polymerase chain reaction, indicate that some
people can acquire the virus at least 18 months before testing positive
on the present HIV antibody tests. If widely true, that would surely be
troubling. But it will probably turn out to be true of only a tiny minot-
ity. There’s good reason to assume that most people give a positive
HIV antibody test within six weeks of infection. The safety of the blood
supply, already high though not absolute, should not be much affected:

people in high risk groups are asked not to donate blood

FIGHTING AIDS AND ADDICTION: A START, THE NEW YORK TIMES, 2/5/88,
LEAD: After two years of foot-dragging, Governor Cuomo has taken
a small step toward exploring whether sterile needles and syringes
might slow the wildfire spread of AIDS among drug addicts. The ac-
tion, little and late, is nevertheless welcome. Other countries are well
ahead on this road; they wish to save both addicts and the innocents
whom they infect. In America, lamentably, politics has turned the is-
sue into a choice between combating AIDS or addiction. Adamant op-

position of law enforcement officers has frightened politicians from

their concerns. The protest is sponsored by more than 50 groups from
around the nation. Advocates complain that the agency has failed to
make available more experimental drugs to people infected with the

virus that causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

STUDY FOR CONGRESS CRITICIZES SLOW AIDS EDUCATION EFFORT, AP,
12/20/88, LEAD: The AIDS education program of the Federal Centers for
Disease Control has been hampered by delays in mass mailings and by
limited broadcasts of public service announcements, a Congressional
report said today. The report from the General Accounting Office,
Congress’s investigative arm, also said callers may have trouble reach-
ing an AIDS hot line. The accounting office said that even though the
centers’ AIDS education budget increased from about $17 million in
the 1985 fiscal year to nearly $210 million in 1988, “its efforts to fo-
cus national attention on AIDS prevention were impaired by the slow

implementation of key activities aimed at the general public.”

RECENT SETBACKS STIRRING DOUBTS ABOUT SEARCH FOR AIDS
VACCINE, GINA KOLATA for THE NEW YORK TIMES, 2/16/88, LEAD: Bleak
results from recent experiments indicate that the quest for a vaccine
against AIDS will be even more difficult than many experts had imag-
ined. The results also raise the possibility that current lines of vaccine
research may be fruitless. A year ago, the search for a vaccine scemed
off to a good start as a French scientist injected himself with an ex-
perimental vaccine and also began testing the vaccine on volunteers in
Africa. Shortly afterward, the Food and Drug Administration approved
the first human tests in this country of vaccine candidates that had

shown some promise in animal tests.

AIDS IS REPORTED AS NO. 9 CAUSE OF DEATH AMONG CHILDREN 1 TO
4, AP, 12/20/88, LEAD: AIDS is now the No. 9 cause of death among
children 1 to 4 years old and the No. 7 cause of death among people 15
to 24, a Federal official said today. If present trends continue, said Dr.
Antonia Novello, the disease will soon be the No. 5 killer of Americans
from birth to their 24th birthday. In a report to Dr. Otis R. Bowen,
Secretary of Health and Human Services, Dr. Novello said the statis-
tics, “however tragic, sorely underestimate the true scope of pediat-

ric AIDS.” As of Dec. 12, 1,291 cases of acquired immune deficiency
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syndrome had been reported among infants and children under 13 and
325 cases in those 13 to 19 years old. Of these, 717 who were under 13
at the time of their diagnosis have died, along with 174 who were ado-

lescents when the disease was diagnosed

HUMANITIES

IN BRIEF: (Here I've combined art + literature ... not too much in the
archives on either subject). Lot’s of dispute over what’s to be included in

university study ... ever persisting question of what is and is not “art.”

EDUCATION; U.S. LITERATURE: CANON UNDER SIEGE, JOSEPH BERGER
For THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/6/88,, LEAD: There are those who continue
to uphold a traditional standard of literary quality, arguing that stu-
dents should essentially read works whose merit has been established
over the years. But there is a rising number who contend the idea of an
enduring pantheon of writers and their works is an elitist one largely

defined by white men who are Northeastern academics and critics.

ART VIEW; IT MAY BE GOOD BUT IS IT ART?, ROBERTA SMITH ror THE
NEW YORK TIMES, 9/4/88, LEAD: Critics interested in new art are usually
wary of relegating the efforts of someone who claims to be an artist
to the status of “not art.” Consequently, one usually asks the question
the other way around. It's art, we tacitly agree, but is it any good?> We
assume that answering this question will automatically take care of the

other, more difficult one: It's good, but is it art?

ART; WHEN ARTISTS GET LOST IN A LABRINTH OF CONTEXT, MICHAEL
BRENSON ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 3/6/88, LEAD: The Musee D’Orsay
may be only a little more than a year old, but it is already the most
controversial museum built in this decade. It includes almost every
form of visual expression in France between 1848 and 1914. The great
Realist, Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings that were in
the Louvre and the Jeu de Paume are here. So are Salon favorites. So
are the decorative arts. So are some of the most urgent questions that

can be raised about the presentation and interpretation of art.

Michael finished as the year’s top album artist and its top singles
artist. Mr. Michael’s achievement was all the more impressive because
the singer, songwriter and producer does not belong to part of a broad-
er trend. His artful studio pop has almost noth ing stylistically in com-
mon with the metal rock that dominated the charts for most of the
year. No less than six of the year’s top 20 albums could be categorized
as hard-to-heavy metal rock. While rap music proliferated in 1988,
yielding more gold albums (sales of over 500,000) than in any other
year, 1988 produced no single rap album to match the commercial
clout of the twin blockbusters last year, the Beastie Boys’ “Licensed to
111" and Run-D.M.C.’s “Raising Hell,” each of which sold close to four
million. The closest contender this year was “He’s the D.J., I'm the
Rapper” by D. . Jazzy Jeff & the Fresh Prince, which sold over two mil-
lion. In 1988, two albums by teen-agers - Debbie Gibson’s “Out of the
Blue” and Tiffany’s “Tiffany” were among the Top 10. Will their vogue
last? The answer should be known within six months after Tiffany’s
recently released second album, “Hold an Old Friend's Hand” and Ms.
Gibson’s soon-to-be-released follow-up have been on the market for a
while.The fad for movie soundtrack albums may have passed its peak,
but there have been some remarkable exceptions. By far the most suc-
cessful 1988 soundtrack album was “Dirty Dancing,” which recently
passed the 10 million mark in sales. Its sequel, “More Dirty Dancing,”

sold over three million.

POLITICS

IN BRIEF: Cold War is coming to a close, Reagan was an awful presi-
dent. We start planting the seeds of conflict in the Middle East that

ultimately lead to the mess that we're in today.

ARMS PACT HEADS U.S.-SOVIET TALKS, MICHAEL R. GORDON ror THE
NEW YORK TIMES, 3/22/88, LEAD: Restoring the momentum toward
an agreement reducing long-range nuclear arms was a chief goal as
Secretary of State George P. Shultz and the Soviet Foreign Minister,
Eduard A. Shevardnadze, began three days of talks today, American

and Soviet officials said
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MONEY

MUSIC

IN BRIEF: Economy is pretty good all around the globe ... technology
is creating a lot of jobs. U.S. economy is prosperous, but generally
doesn’t have the indisputable #1 position it held for the earlier half

of the century.

IN BRIEF: New technology is changing the way music is proliferated
and the very way people listen to it. Metal/rock and synth-pop dominate
the charts, rap music is on the rise, and George Michael, the stylistic

anomoly, sits high atop the planct.

GREENSPAN SEES LAG IN ECONOMY, PETER T. KILBORN ror THE NEW
YORK TIMES, 2/24/88, LEAD: The Federal Reserve Board’s chairman,
Alan Greenspan, who dominates economic policy-making at present,
today predicted a slower but fairly sound economy for this year and
indicated that he saw little reason now to help it through such means

as cutting interest rates more

BEHIND THE ECONOMY'S PIZAZZ, ROBERT D. HERSHEY JR., ror THE
NEW YORK TIMES, 12/11/88, LEAD: Scarcely dazed by the stock- market
crash, a debilitating drought and record budget and trade deficits, the
American economy keeps pushing ahead. It has now begun its seventh
year of uninterrupted expansion, a peacetime record, with the end not
yet in sight. It is an economy that wasn’t supposed to be, one with

more pizazz than economists thought possible

NEW YORK CITY IS CHALLENGED AS GIANT OF GLOBAL ECONOMY,
THOMAS J. LUECK ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 6/27/88, LEAD: At a time
when the global economy is being tied together as never before in
a network of financial markets and professional services, New York
City is facing new challenges to its position as the world’s leading

center of business.

CANDIDATES FOCUS ON THE U.S. ROLE IN WORLD ECONOMY; ‘MAKE
AMERICA NO. 1’ IS MESSAGE OF DUKAKIS, ROBIN TONER ror THE NEW
YORK TIMES, 10/12/88, LEAD: Michael S. Dukakis stepped up his appeal
to national economic self-interest today, saying it was time for a “sec-
ond Declaration of Independence” from trade deficits, from Federal

debt and from “an over-reliance” on foreign capital.

AFGHANISTAN: 4 ROADS OUT; AS DUST SETTLES FROM U.S.-SOVIET
FLURRY, THE MAIN CHOICES FOR THE RUSSIANS EMERGE, BILL KELLER
For THE NEW YORK TIMES, 4/1/88, LEAD: After eight years of war, six
years of negotiations and several months of tantalizingly high hopes,
the Soviet Union is faced with four possible routes out of Afghanistan,

each one passing through a dense political thicket.

U.5.-SOVIET TENSION IS NOW RECEDING, REAGAN DECLARES, STEVEN
V. ROBERTS ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 4/4/88, LEAD: In a report on his
meeting with Mikhail S. Gorbachey, President Reagan said today that
longstanding tensions between East and West were receding steadily
as the Soviet Union makes major changes in its internal policies and

structure.

THE CONTRA TANGLE, ROBERT T. ZINTL for TIME MAGAZINE, 3/28/88,
LEAD: Classical tragedy demands a unity of time, place and action, a
drama that unfolds in a day. In Washington last Wednesday, Ronald
Reagan’s flawed Iran- contra policy came close to just such a singu-
lar confluence. Independent Counsel Lawrence Walsh announced his
long-awaited criminal indictments of two of the President’s former
National Security Council staff members and their accomplices for
diverting Iran arms profits to the Nicaraguan contras. Less than four
hours later, the President ordered 3,200 troops into Honduras as a
show of resolve against Nicaragua’s Sandinistas, who once again had
crossed the Honduran border to pin down the hapless contras in their

main base.

SOUND; THE COMPACT DISK AT 5: MUSIC BY THE NUMBERS, HANS
FANTEL ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 10/2/88, LEAD: The compact disk is
so much a staple of modern musical life that we are astonished to
think how young it is. It was only five years ago that the CD made its
American debut. Historically, half a decade is a short span. Yet it is
enough to provide a deeper perspective on this momentous change
The phonograph has abandoned the simple and direct relation of the
wiggly record groove to the musical waveform. The groove was an ac-
tual replica of the sound wave - a straightforward structural analogue
that reflects the conventions of Edison’s time and mind. He was a
child of the Victorian era - the steam age - when simple mechanical
linkages and linear causalities dominated much of human thinking,

technical or otherwise

CD’Ss: TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING? ALLAN KOZINN ror THE NEW
YORK TIMES, 12/28/88, LEAD: In the first half of this year, CD’s in all
categories of music outsold LP’s for the first time, according to the
Record Industry Association of America. The current Schwann record
catalogue lists more than 20,000 CD titles of all kinds, and retailers
around the country are clearing out their LP bins to accommodate the

explosion of CD’s

THE POP LIFE; WHOSE YEAR WAS IT? THE YEAR OF GEORGE MICHAEL,
WITH A COUPLE OF TEEN-AGERS ON THE CHARTS. A COUNTDOWN:
CRITICS' FAVORITE ALBUMS OF 1988, STEPHEN HOLDEN ror THE NEW
YORK TIMES, Surveying the past year in commercial pop music, 1988
was the year of George Michael. According to Billboard’s year-end an-
nual chart tallies, Mr. Michael’s album “Faith” was the No. I pop al-

bum and compact disk and its title song the top single of 1988. Mr

today that it was convinced Iraq had used poison gas against Kurdish

guerrillas and condemned the action as ‘abhorrent and unjustifiable.’

TECHNOLOGY

IN BRIEF: Advances in technology are really improving life for the
cveryman, in a way that’s getting everyone really excitied. However,
America is sort of starting to get pissed that we’re not really leading

these advances.

WE'RE LOSING OUR MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY LEAD; THE PENTAGON'S
ROLE JEFF BINGAMAN 1o THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/9/88, LEAD: To The
Editor: “America and Research Roulette” (editorial, Dec. 6) was right
on the mark. The Senate Armed Services Committee has been con-
cerned for years about the erosion of the technological underpinnings
of our national security strategy. Unfortunately, the technology base
and manufacturing technology programs of the Pentagon missed the

Reagan buildup.

EXPERTS WARN OF U.S. LAG IN VITAL CHIP TECHNOLOGY JOHN
MARKOFF ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/12/88, LEAD: Electronics execu-
tives and scientists are warning that the Japanese are rapidly pull-
ing ahead of the United States in development of a crucial new X-ray
technology that will be used to manufacture computer chips in the

mid-1990’s.

POLL FINDS RATHER CLASH IS FAILING TO EASE BUSH'S IRAN-CONTRA
WOES, ROBIN TONER ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 2/2/88, LEAD: Vice
President Bush’s televised quarrel with Dan Rather neither helped nor
hurt his image, a New York Times Poll has found, but the persistent
controversy over his role in the Iran-contra affair appears to pose a

long-term threat to his credibility.

U.S. ASSERTS IRAQ USED POISON GAS AGAINST THE KURDS, JULIE

JOHNSON ror THE NEW YORK TIMES 9/9/88, LEAD: The United States said

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY; THE PC'S BROAD NEW POTENTIAL JOHN
MARKOFF ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 11/30/88, LEAD: For personal com-
puter users, the age of holding an entire encyclopedia in the palm of

the hand has arrived.

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY; NASA CHALLENGE: SPACE STATION POWER
RICHARD W. STEVENSON for THE NEW YORK TIMES, 1/20/88,
LEAD: Engineers designing the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration’s permanent space station are planning for the most
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part to use already developed, “off the shelf” technology to create the
station, which will be assembled in earth orbit in the mid-1990’s. But
one of their more demanding challenges will be supplying electric-
ity to the station - 15 times more power than an American spacecraft

has ever needed.

VIOLENCE WORSENS IN SOUTH KOREAN PROTESTS REUTERS, 10/6/88,
LEAD: Thousands of South Koreans battled with riot policemen in
downtown Seoul today after the authorities blocked a planned march

on the home of former President Chun Doo Hwan.

WAR

IN BRIEF: Biggest thing is that Israclis and Palestinians really hate
eachother ... they both accuse eachother of terrorism ... both sides

believe the other needs to learn that violence will be responded to with
violence, which is why we’re still seeing this today. They just kind of

need to grow up.

ESSAY; STOP THE IRAQlI MURDER OF THE KURDS WILLIAM SAFIRE,
11/5/88, LEAD: On the day the cease-fire began in the Iran-Iraq war,
Saddam Hussein, dictator of Iraq, launched a new military offensive.
This was for vengeance - to punish the Kurdish people living in north-
ern Iraq who had dared to pursue their long struggle for autonomy

during the dictator’s war against Iran.

ISRAEL REAFFIRMS A STERN RESPONSE AS VIOLENCE GROWS JOEL
BRINKLEY for THE NEW YORK TIMES, 9/28/88, LEAD: Three Palestinians
died of gunshot wounds inflicted by Israeli troops today, bringing to
six the number of deaths in a little more than 24 hours, and Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said demonstrators in Israel’s occupied terri-

tories could expect more of the same.

TALKING WITH THE P.L.O.; U.S. SETS AGENDA FOR ITS DIALOGUE WITH
PALESTINIANS ROBERT PEAR ror THE NEW YORK TIMES, 12/16/88, LEAD
The United States said today that when it begins its dialogue with
the Palestine Liberation Organization it will discuss arrangements for

opening peace talks on the Middle East.

INTERVIEWS

ISRAEL MUST SHUN UPRISING VIOLENCE, RABIN IS TOLD THE NEW
YORK TIMES, 6/29/88, LEAD: The Reagan Administration told Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin today that Israel should not use violence to

quell Palestinian unrest in the occupied territories.

2 PALESTINIANS DIE AS WEST BANK VIOLENCE FLARES THE NEW YORK
TIMES, 6/22/88, LEAD: Two Palestinians died today in unrest in the West
Bank that was among the most violent in two months, while the po-
lice and protesters clashed in unusually violent disturbances in East

Jerusalem

its in the mess in the basement .. when what star you were born under
and all that stuff GEORGE: Yea? FAY: She’d done your horoscope yea
GEORGE: Lemme start with my first question okay? FAY: Okay GEORGE
Give me a brief narrative of 12/15/88, what really sticks out in your
mind? FAY: (pause) .. Pain. GEORGE: Pain? FAY: (laughs) I'm sorry,
yea. GEORGE: Start from the beginning! FAY: What? GEORGE: I said
start from the beginning ... the whole day. FAY: Alright, the whole day?
GEORGE: Yea FAY: Okay. I remember that I got up, like, okay come on,
you were two weeks late, when is this baby going to, you know, show
up. It took me a whole week to finish the Christmas tree .. I remember
walking over with my really really big big belly ... trust me that was one
big belly .. and I hung up the ... you know ... last bulb on the Christmas
tree and our nosy neighbor pearl called ... ‘so new? You're still there?’
And T was like, yes I'm still here. I was just at the doctor’s the day
before, you know the irony, I went into preterm labor at 7 months ...
I went into labor like 7 times before you were born, I had preterm la-
bor .. so now I'm like two weeks late and this is like, alright enough
already. It was a .. I believe it was a Wednesday night, and Wiseguy,
my favorite show was on .. woo! ... starring Ken Wahl .. it was a mob
show, it was great, I love Ken Wahl. Um, so I, you know, sat down and
all of a sudden, that was like the beginning of the TV show .. I had
this pain like I never knew in my life and I screamed ‘Okay! Oh this
is it!" So ... uh ... your father is like breathe breathe! It was ridiculous
.. 1 remember he told me to breathe, meanwhile I'm having pain like T
never had in my life, and he's like breathe, like the breathing from the
__ class, but regretfully I never got to go, I had signed up, but I was on
bedrest and I never got to go, I was flat on my back ... I had this pain
like I never knew in my life and I screamed ‘Okay! Oh this is it!" So
your father is like, ‘breathe, breathe!” ... like the breathing from the

Lamaze class

but he was the only one who went ... So um, we went to
the hospital, and umm ... um lets see, lets see ... right away first they
were gonna do a ¢ section on me, instantly .. and then as soon as I

walked in I was like ... like Vinnie Barbarino on Welcome Back Kotter,

I mean I was screaming! And you know, I hear this ... you're supposed
to be ‘ha, ha, ha’ taking these breaths and its such bullshit, cuz you
know ... it is such a bunch of bullshit, I don’t see how that’s gonna help
that kind of pain ... GEORGE: yea FAY: ... then they ... it was a very fright-
ening experience, because I think every mother’s worried about hav-
ing a healthy baby .. and that was basically ... you know, I was scared!
GEORGE: mhm FAY: I didn't know what to expect I was very frightened,

they hooked me up to monitors, and they brought me up into the labor
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IN BRIEF: My parents are two, very different people, who probably had
no business marrying eachother. My mother treats the conversation
like a stand-up routine and, my father, like a politician. They also
have two, very different versions of the events that unfolded on the day

of my birth

INTERVIEW WITH DAD, GEORGE: First question .. MARK: No. GEORGE
Okay so this is the first question I have to ask you ... is give me a brief
narrative of December 15, 1988 .. what really sticks out in your mind
on the day I was born. MARK: They day you were born .. GEORGE: Try
to do like beginning of the day to the end of the day. MARK: Well uh,
my recollection is that ... I don’t recall was already in the hospital ... or
that uh .. I don’t recall, I remember we went down one night because
her water broke but then they kept her there for a while then sent

us home. I guess we came back the night before, probably the night

.. ward .. and you hear these women screaming like a medieval torture
chamber, and your father’s like, ‘what’s that noise?’ and the doctor’s
like ‘these women are giving birth!” GEORGE: (laughs) FAY: and then,
ohhh, they umm. They put a .. uh .. its so weird, I felt like a turkey
being basted ... they broke my water, they wrapped my legs around my
neck, around my head, like I never knew my legs could go GEORGE: ich
FAY: ... it was scary because I was in labor for 24 hours ... and they said

‘we have to make certain he’s not retarded’ ... so they poked your head

three times to draw blood out of it. GEORGE: oh my god FAY: and I'm
the whole time, all 1 did, I understood why and how women die during
child birth, it is a very very painful, anyway the whole time I just held
on to the haind rail and just prayed ... cuz that's all I cared about, god
let me have a happy baby .. so I'm hearing this and I'm getting really
scared after all 1 went to keep you .. for g months ... that back and
forth business from the hospital .. I was totally petrified .. at 2 am I
broke down, I said enough of this shit, give me an epidural ... finally
they came around and said you were too big for me GEORGE: yea? FAY:
exactly 24 hours later ... what really irritates me, I had been at the doc-
tor about every other other day, I was there the day before, they knew,
they said to me you're gonna have between an 8 and g pound baby, they
should have just scheduled me for a c section, they shoulda known, you

know ‘she’s tiny’ ... then I read a law that if they cut you open before 24

hours you can sue them ... so yea, 24 hours on the nose, and they uhh,
they dragged me in, and they knifed me, and I said ‘I feel everything’
and they said ‘well we're sorry, its too late’ ... and I felt him slice me

open, I felt them ... they pull my intestines out ... literally, I mean it

was amazing ... and they yanked you out ... then your father started to
cry, and said it's a boy it’s a boy! You know, he goes, ‘oh the baby looks
Greek’ ... he was in tears ... and then I passed out. I didn’t see you ...
and about 7 hours later they wheeled you in ... and you were just so gor-

geous and I looked at you ... and I thought you were a mistake GEORGE

(laughs) FAY: I wasn’t expecting a blonde haired blue-eyed baby ... you

were the prettiest baby in the nursery ..

before .. Mom was in labor for about thirty six hours if I recall ... Mom,
for a stretch of time, was staying at Yia Yia's house on mandatory bed
rest ... they were afraid that she was going to have you prematurely as I
recall ... they had her hooked up on a fetal monitor ... and every couple
hours she would have to call this number and put this mechanism on
the receiver of the phone ... and they would monitor your heartbeat and
such ... So on the night of your birth she freaked out ... I realized she
was gooshin’ the amniotic fluid all over the couch ... we went screamin’
down to the hospital ... she was doing her Lamaze training .. and I'm
racing like a motherfucker trying to get to the hospital ... There was a
uhh a curtain between lets say .. mom’s neck ... up to the ceiling and
down the sides of the gurney she was on ... they were allowing me to sit
on a chair right by her face ... I went to stand up and they told me to sit
down ... they said they’ve lost too many fathers to fainting. .. mom was
obviously very sedated ... you hear them sucking the blood out of the
incision .. you're behind a curtain and you don’t really know what's
going on ... ... at one point ... I think the doctor or the nurse said, ‘Oh!
Here it comes! It's a =" and I said, ‘don’t you dare ... I've waited all this
time to have a child and the last thing in the world I want you to do is
to tell me ... what it is ... I wanna make that determination first hand’ ..
you came out pretty gooey ... I said ‘It’s a boy! Great. I don’t have to pay
for the wedding!” they give you the ol pat on the ass, and you hear that
‘wahhh.” At some point I kind of wandered down to the nursery where
they keep the babies .. and I'm looking in the window trying to figure
out which one’s my son ... and I run across George Brower ... and I'm
looking in the window and your head was like ... really, really pointy ...
I said, ‘damn! Look at that head! What's up with that?’ I started patting
my head to kind of see if maybe I had one too .. what I found out was
that ... your cranium is so soft when you're in the womb ... mom con-
stantly trying to push you out ... she got your further and further down
the canal but not all the way out ... your head was pretty pointy for the
first few days ... you had a little jaundice ... you were yellow ... (didn’t

really want to play stenographer for the whole conversation)

INTERVIEW WITH MOM, GEORGE: You there? FAY: I'm here GEORGE: All
right .. yea so I have speaker phone again now that I have dad’s phone
FAY: Very good .. I don’t have a speaker phone, anyway let’s not go
there GEORGE: Did I tell you what the project was about? FAY: Refresh
my memory, you did send me a lengthy email. (I read the syllabus) FAY:

Our cousin Angela had done your horoscope chart. I had that book and

INDEX OF RESEARCH 17
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“SCANDAL"

489,000 RESULTS FOR "SCANDAL + 1988"

"CONTRADICTION" - 429,000 results
“"HYPOCRISY"” - 266,000 results
“LIES™=2/340,000 results

"DECEIT" - 1,160,000 results

“SURVIVAL"

379140;000-RESULTS FOR “SURVIVAL + 1988"

“"STRUCTURE" - 10,700,000 results
"POLITICS" - 15,300,000 results
"WAR" - 9,870,000 results
"MONEY" - 8,040,000 results
“MURDER" - 2,010,000 results

“"ENVIRONMENT" - 8,110,000 results

“TENSION"

274907;000 RESULTS FOR “TENSION + 1988"

“"CRIME" - 1,460,000 results

"HATE" - 631,000 results

"RACISM” - 498,000 results
“DISCRIMINATION" - 1,050,000 results

"HEALTH"

14,800,000 RESULTS FOR “HEALTH + 1988”

“"DRUGS” - 3,700,000 result:

"DISEASE" - 7,140,000 results
"EPIDEMIC" - 473,000 results
"DEATH" - 7,990,000 results
“"MEDICINE" - 7,580,000 results

"ENTERTAINMENT"

27340;000 RESULTS FOR “SPECTACLE + 1988"

"FILM" - 9,860,000 results
"MUSIC" - 10,600,000 results
"FASHION"=35166,000 results
“TELEVISION" - 3,710,000 results

“PROGRESS”

6,730,000 RESULTS FOR “"PROGRESS + 1988"

"LITERATURE" - 7,540,000 results
"ART" - 9,660,000 results
"TECHNOLOGY" - 14,700,000 results
“PEACE" - 1,540,000 results
"DESIGN" - 11,900,000 results

Once the articles were categorized, I fed the
“keywords” through Google once more just to
see, at a glance, how many results turned up

for a given theme. From there I tried to think

about how I may try to “abstract” groups of

keywords to get even broader super-categories.
I wound up with some pretty vague concepts
like “progress,” “tension,” and “survival,” but
ultimately, the new taxonomy/diagram gave me

a better feel for the era’s “social climate.”

The diagram on the following page aims to
show the connections and combinations be-

tween given keywords.

DATA AT A GLANCE




“DECEIT" - 1,160,000 T€
"CONTRADICTION" - 429,000 results

“SCANDAL"
489,000 RESULTS

“"HYPOCRISY" - 266,000 results

“LIES" - 2,340,000 results

460,000 results
"HATE" - 631,000 re

“TENSION"
2,490,000 RESULTS

"RACISM" - 498,000 results

"DISCRIMINATION" - 1,d50,000 results

"WAR" - 9,870,000 results

“"TECHNOLOGY/" - 14,700,000 results

17} S U RVI OLITICS” - 15,300,000 results
3,910,000 RESULTS

"PEACE" - 1,540,000 results @

“DESIGN" - 11,900,000 results
“MURDER" - 2,010,000 results

"MONEY" - 8,040,000 results

“PROGRESS”
6,730,000 RESULTS

“"ENVIRONMENT" - 8,110,000 results

"ART" - 9,660,000 results

“FASHION" - 3,160,000 results

“LITERATURE" - 7,540,000 results

“"DRUGS” - 3,708,000 results

"ENTERTAINMENT"
2,340,000 RESULTS

“MUSIC" - 10,600,000 results

“MEDICINE" - 7,580,000 results

"DISEASE/ - 7,140,000 results

“TELEVISION" - 3,710,000 results
"FILM" - 9,860,000 results

“"HEALTH"
14,800,000 RESULTS

"EPIDEMIC" - 473,000 results

"DEATH" - 7,990,000 results

DATA AT A GLANCE 21
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CHILDREN

CONCEPT 1: Kids with guns, kids with drugs,

kids with bombs. I was really taken back by
how many kids murdered their families in
the year I was born. Kids seem like they
were mixed up in a lot of grown up affairs:
dealing/using drugs, involved in gangs, in-

volved in warfare ...

FORM CHOICES: It might be a dark topic but

I think there’s some humor to be found in the
form these posters would take. It would be all
about the juxtaposition of innocence and cor-
ruption. Could I use “childish” typography to
relate grim subject matter? Photographing toys,

kindergarden handwriting ...

CONCEPTS

Here I've laid down the major themes that
persist throughout my research on each of the

scales or “scopes” the posters will ocupy.

RS oG \

Loy gﬁf\(}j

SICKNESS

CONCEPT 2: Sick with child, sick with AIDS,

sick for home. “Illness” is a loaded word, it car-
ries a lot of meanings, idioms etc. Pregnancy,
morning sickness ... AIDS, sickness in the
traditional sense of the word ... for Israelis

and Palestinians, the longing for a place to call

home, i.e. “homesickness” ...

FORM CHOICES: Photography here is obvious ...
My own birth, the AIDS epidemic, the ongoing
conflict between Israel and Palestine ... all of
these have been well documented in photogro-
phy over the last two or three decades. How can
my typography look “sickly,” or mimic the type

of a medical report? ...

When I'm able to draw connections between
the keywords along each of these three catego-
ries, that’s when I'll know I have a viable con-
cept to work with. Above are three concepts I've

drawn from my research, along with the “form”

homalonds (
ARNDINS

(
\

= %e.n oC e

CONTRADICTION

CONCEPT 3: Say one thing, do another. My par-

ents can’t reach consensus on the events of my
birthday. My mom can’t tell the truth about who
I was named after. Health teachers caught with
coke in their lockers. The planet is obsessed
with a closet-homosexual-pop-star, but can’t stop

hating on gays.

FORM CHOICES: I don’t think that there’s re-
ally a specific “vernacular” I could use to my
advantage for this concept. So, I think I'd have
to abstract the form, and come up with ways for
type to “contradict” itself. Opposing columns,
layered type, “breaking” a grid. Type that says

the opposite of content ...

they’ll likely take (whether they reference a spe-
cific vernacular/typography/photography/etc.)
and ultimately, the comment they make on the

state of the world I was “born into.”

SYNTHESIS




Image research, typographic experiments, development sketches
Materials for each concept are marked with the color assigned in

“synthesis” section
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CONCEPT 1:

IMAGE RESEARCH 25
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CONCEPT 1: CHILDREN

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, perhaps 1988's most popular kid’s show.

CONCEPT 2: SICKNESS

http://storage.sxc.hu/m/me/medgno/488599_54474162.jpg

‘ grid3_backupVl.indd 14

http://img.photobucket.com /Exc bedilipg

= /

/

The Cosby Show ... at least their kids were well behaved.

http:/ fwww.sxc. hu/browse.phtml>f-download&id-8 45207

B uatS B -

http://www.child-soldier.org/rwanda_child_soldier.jpg

Mattel’s new M- 16 Marauder

If you think this gun @Lf great,wait'll you hear it

Mattel M-16 Marauder Toy Gun Ad ... not circa ‘88, but still ...

%
o
)
i

‘ |
x|

http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml>f=download&id=924348

Zx gy s

https/jwww.sxc.hu/browse.phtml>f-download&id-8o7041

IMAGE RESEARCH 27



wv

wv

w

z

X

(S}

wv

«

-

o

w

O

z

o o
U ‘

http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml>f=download&id=807052 http://arizonarighttolife.org/images/tubal_pregnancy_with_embryo_msfk.jpg http://arizonarighttolife.org/images/week2oa_hr.jpg
http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml>f=download&id=565754 hitp://mirror-us-gar.gallery.hd.org/_exhib dicine/} fetal ipg http://library.austincc.edu/w3/SON/sonogram.jpg
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http://london.mfa.gov.il/mfm/Data/12942.jpg http://www.chinapost.com.tw/news_images/20080308 /p1e.jpg

http://www.alternativenews.org/images/stories /woman_in_gaza.jpg http:/ jwww.gilasvirsky.com/.pond|telavivig88rachelostrowicz_liter.jpg Stone-throwers flee from Isracli Army

IMAGE RESEARCH 29
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Greater Manhattan Area + Roads + Recommended Route

GEORGE MICHAEL/

‘"

George Michael's Faith, 52nd best selling album of all time in the US still from Monkey music video Ridiculously large George Michael stadium concert

IMAGE RESEARCH 31
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CONCEPT 3: CONTRADICTION

Still from Faith music video Concert Performance, U.K

Fred Phelps, Pastor of Westboro Baptist Church. Extraordinary hatemonger. http://baptistwatch.org Westboro Baptist Church, Anti-Gay Rally

A few loving Baptists.

MISCELLANEOUS PHOTOGRAPHS

IMAGE RESEARCH 33
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CHILDREN

CONCEPT 1:

_ } ] =l >, VY A0, . & \ .
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KIDS STUFF: Kinda hard to find a balance between something that looks child-like and is actually legible/not too novel. Might be best to go with actual handwrit-
ten letters as opposed to an actual typeface here.

TYPOGRAPHIC EXPERIMENTS 35
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CONCEPT 1: CHILDREN

BOY

9

SIXTEEN ,

CHARGED N

AX MURDERS OF

IN
FOUR HIs

MINNESOTA
FAMILy

Experiment with hand drawn alphabets, “Sesame Street” color pallete,

irregular, child-like placement of letters.

Starts to look a lot like the refrigerator alphabets.

TWO

BOYS
HELD

Iy
cRack CASE

T SIXTEEN,

CHARGED N

AX MURDERS OF

So what I think this really becomes is a blueprint for a photograph ... What

looks okay with pure type would become a lot more interesting if actually

arranged and photographed.

‘ grid3_backupVl.indd 19

I think it was Win who suggested in critique that these real magnets could
be used to hold up article clippings and other printed research. I thought
that would add a lot to the richness of the photograph ... a sort of collage

SKETCHES
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TOMAR UNA DOS VECES AL DIA

HALOPERIDOL 2MG TABLET
Eq: HALOPERIDOL 10/17/06 Rph:UB /TA
Qty 6@, @ Refills, Discard: 10/01/01

Rx 10077/HALOPERIOOL 2MG TA #60 10/17/00
 of & PP=PCS 7=$37.50 (=918.00 A=%8.00

Dr AARDEMA AA1690103 278-326@ UB /TA

CONCEPT 2: SICKNESS

Rx 10077 10/17/09 AND
ALVAREZ , LUISA
3629 S.N. 126 STREET Miami (305) 545-4442

Ny AADRENMA AlCTIN A Tnol 104004

ORAL POLIO 7] L T 7 [ T T | | i
1sl 2nd 3rd 4th | L Type Date
Hibeome o] 1 [ {1 L/dl o Ll
1sl 2nd 3rd
Hepattis B 1t it [N
s Tl 2nd
MMA |
_ TESTS =
Tuberculin Test Lead Screening
Pos Neg Tie  Mantox i
= C O o a — hE
Date | Resutts t [ Specty F
 postive. aiach physician's statement documenting treatment and folow-up. Mtachstalémect ot lsad siwenty
HEALTH SPECIFICS Commanita:

" ves[JNo  Are thers allergies” (Specty)

—_ Yes[ ]No Ismedcation regularlylaken? (Specity drug and condi-
tion)

"] ves[ ] No s aspecial diet required? (Specily diet and condition)

J ves[J Mo Arethere any haaring. tions fequi-
ing special attention”
T vesL ] o Are there any medical or conditions
al aftention?

SUMMARY OF PHYSICAL EXAM (including special recommendations o Dy Care Provider)

On the basis of my findings as ndicaled above and on my knowledge of the above named chid, 1 ind thal: (s}he is free from contagious and

On. OCR A. The Numbers of AIDS-Infected Heterosexual:

MEDICAL TYPOGRAPHY: I'm finding a lot of ultra-legible; “humanist” sans-serifs in use for hospital signage, monospaced. machine-print for prescription labels.

Some of these fonts really remnind me of the old CRT screens they used to have in hospitals.

TYPOGRAPHIC EXPERIMENTS 39
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CONCEPT 2: SICKNESS

RETICLEs HipG?

Ape LOMG HAUL AGRINST Alls

ALVARES . LUTSH

1esAhstans, STOCEHOLA-SHEDER. DEC. 158
NEW YOBER TIRES. _GOOGLE DEWS ABCHINE

o vaccine or new freatuent s promised
at the Stockholy scientific confersnce
o RIDS  this  wesh.  The plague’s
world foll wounts and newly reporied
details of the wirus®s behavior only
gnderscore its insidicusness, libe the

Hpw LOMG HAUL aGaIHST aIDs
ALUAREZ » LUTSS

127155100, STOCKHOLR-SHEDER, DEC. 15
MEW YORK TIRES. _GOOGLE ﬁégg ﬁgﬁﬁiué“ﬁ

Wther countries are well shead on this
roads they wish to save both addicts
and the inmocents whow they ipfect,
In werica, lawentably, pelitics has
turned the issue into & choice betyesn
conbating AIDS or addiction. )
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finding  that it can lie  hidden AT .
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Tor years. e !
FIGHTIMG AIDS aHD anDIcT-
ALTEENATIVE FEESSE WILLIAM H. MOsSTERS
LEFLRS1988, BOSTON, HASS. DEC. 168
NEM YORK TINES. _ERSCO HISTOEIC BESERUE
Mo wacoine or new treathent was pronise
St the taclbotn it el WS Pronlsed
Playing with news research/pharmaceutical typography. Might be interesting to see if I could secure some of the old 80’s perforated
continuous feed computer paper to print this out on.
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Cryptic nature of medical records/news research.
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FOR QUOTATIONS: There’s something breathtaking about the word “motherfucker” in a serif italic. The contradiction here being the use of a very elegant, “pleas-

ant” looking typeface for some vulgar, rather impolite content. Again, not looking to mimic a specific vernacular here, just a form that “contradicts” content.

FOR TITLES: In selecting a typeface for titles, I aimed to pick something that felt relatively generic, but also somewhat cold or detatched. I chose from a handful

geometric sans-serifs in all caps in order to acheive something straight-faced, that might also come off as sarcastic against its heavily partisan content.

TYPOGRAPHI C EXPERIMENT S 43
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CONCEPT 3: CONTRADICTION

RK, NY 10065

" NEW YORK PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL

DAD’S ROUTE , HENRY HUDSON PKWY

For the first poster (local), I started with the most visible contradiction my research provided me with: the “split” between the routes my mother and father re-

port to have taken to the hospital.

NEW YORK PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL

DAD'S ROUTE

BROWER RESIDENCE Q)

They “typographic system” put in place operates in four columns. The two inner most columns serve as the poster’s “primary” content, and the outer most
columns would serve as space for other tangential stories/comments etc (which were color coded by tpe). I wanted to create a system that would embrace the

pluarity that the date of birth prompt called for.

SKETCHES 45
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I thought the rigid use of opposing columns echoed back to this idea of “two sides to every story.”

IVLI4SOH NVINILAESINA HUOA MIN

{ENRY HUDSON PKWY

DAD'S ROUTE ,

O 3on3ais3u vamoxa

ust sort of breaks the grid entirely, which might be seen as a contradiction in itself.

j

Finally, the title itself ignores any of the system in place and

47
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BROWER RESIDENCE O
51 HURON ROAD
YONKERS, NY 10710

“ ... 1 went into preterm labor at 7 months ... 1calied Mo to ask hor about Dec. 15th, 1986

I 'went into labor like 7 times before you were born, | had  on jan. 10th, 2008.We spoke for 23 minutes and

pre-term labor .. so now I'm like two weeks late and this 59 seconds.

is like, alright enough already ... "

Excerpts are identified by the time at which they
were uttered on recording. Secondary text is

color coded as follows:

NOTES W
COMMENTARY m

LOCAL NEWS W

Mom and Dad don't agree on much. That's why they're not married

anymore. They did agree, however, that they'd like to have a kid,

and on December 15th, 1988, they got one. | spoke with both

of my parents to hear their accounts of the day’s events, and

they managed to contradict one another on nearly every point of B
discussion ... down to the very route they took to the hospital. .

Excerpts from either conversation accompany their “respective”

trips to New York Presbyterian along with local news, relevant .

contextual information and my own commentary.

1 called Dad to ask him about Dec. 15th, 1988
on Jan. 10th, 2008. He was busy with work and
called me back a few days later.We spoke for 21

‘minutes and 46 seconds

THE LAMAZE TECHNIQUE

“... she freaked out ... I realized she was gooshin’ the .

amniotic fluid all over the couch ... "

The Lamaze Technique is a prepared childbirth
technique developed in the 19408 by French
obstetrician Dr. Fernand Lamaze as an alternative
to the use of medical intervention during labor.
The Lamaze method gained popularity in the
United States after Marjorio Karmel wrote

about her experiences in her 1959 book

Thank You, Dr. Lamaze. — Source: Wikipedia

5-YEAR-OLD BROOKLYN GIRL DIES

“... we went screamin’ down to the hospital ... she
was doing her Lamaze training ... and I'm racing like a

motherfucker trying to get to the hospital ... "

A tive-year-old Brooklyn girl who officials said
appeared to have been physically abused, died
last night after she was found unconscious in her

mother's apartment,the police said.

Responding to reports of a woman screaming, the
police found the unconscious girl Jessica Cortez,
in Apartment 1-C at 300 Bushwick Averue, where

she lived with her mother and stepfather.

The girl was taken by ambulance to Woodhull
Hospital Medical Center, where she was do-
clared dead shortly after arrival at 8:20 PM., the

police said.

Her mother and stepfather, who were not im.
mediately identified, were taken by the police to
the 90th Precinct station house for questioning,
sald Sgt. Raymond O'Donnell, a police spokes-
man They were in the apartment when the police

found the girl. he said.

“There was a uhh ... a curtain between let’s say ...

mom’s neck ... up to the ceiling and down the sides of

the gurney she was on ... | went to stand up and they

told me to sit down ... they said they'd lost too many

fathers to fainting ..."

. you hear the, you know, (slurrping noise) ...
because they're sucking the blood out of the incision
.. you're behind a curtain and you don't really know

what’s going on ... "

“I sat down ... mom was obviously very sedated.”

— Source: The New York Times. “...atone point ... | think the doctor or the nurse said, oo
.
‘Oh! Here it comes! It’s a =" and | said, ‘don’t you dare 3
... | wanna make that determination first hand.” '.'
t o
4
. O
)
LOTTERY NUMBERS, DEC 15 1988 I
: O
. C
New York Numbers — 401 “ ... you came out pretty gooey ... I thought, ‘It's a boy! 4 :
New York Win 4 — 4862 Great! I don’t have to pay for the wedding.” . -~
New York Keno — 4,5,7. 9, 12, 14, 16, 20, 25, 30, 3 i
32,3637, 42, 50, 53, 55. 68, 74,78 s Z
)
New Jersey Pick-It — 854 : <
. T
New Jersey Pick 4 — 4944 :
+» O
New Jersey Pick-6 Lotto — 4.5, 25, 27, 33, 30 c o
bonus. 78059 “ ... they cleaned you up and you don't hear a sound. . g
Connecticut Daily — 485 right away, and then they give you the ol’ pat on the s v
. A
Connecticut Play 4 — 8150 ass, and the ‘wah’ and the ‘wah’ ... " . s
=<

Hours of labor molded my malleable cranium

into the shape of my mother's birthing canal.

“I'm looking in the window and your head was like ...

really, really pointy ... I said, ‘damn! Look at that head!

WISEGUY (1987-1990)

“... it was a .. | believe it was a Wednesday night, and

“Wiseguy,” my favorite show was on ... woo! ... starring

Ken Wahl

Wahl ... "

it was a mob show, it was great, I love Ken

Vinnie Terranova does time in a New Jersey
penitentiary to set up his undercover role as an
agent for the OCB (Organized Crime Bureau) of
the United States. His roots in a traditional Italian
city neighborhood form the underlying dramatic
base throughout the series, bringing him into
conflict with his conservative mother and other
family members while acting undercover as

syndicate enforcer. — Source: IMDB.com

CUSTOMS FRAUD ADMITTED

“...um, so I, you know, sat down and all of a sudden,
that was like the beginning of the TV show ... I had this

pain like I never knew in my life and I screamed ‘Okay!

Oh this s it!” ...

A Mount Kisco cheese importer, the Westland
Cheese Company, and its general manager
pleaded guilty today to conspiring to defraudthe.
Customs Service of duty payments on imported
cheese over a two-year period. The general
manager, Jan Kos, 35 years old, of Mount Kisco,
faces up to two years in prison and a $250,000
fine. The company could be fined $400,000.

— Source: The New York Times

“... and you know, I hear this ... you're supposed to be

‘ha, ha, ha,’ taking these breaths and its such bullshit,

cuz you know

how that’s gonna help that kind of pain ... "

such a bunch of bullshit, I don’t see

Mom says she never made it to her Lamaze
training sessions since she was on bedrestfor 5o

long. 'm not sure if my Dad knew that.

11 NEW YORK STATE HOSPITALS HAVE

HIGH MORTALITY RATES, U.S. SAYS

“..and you hear these women screaming like a

medieval torture chamber ... "

Eleven of New York State’s 270 hospitals had mor-
talty rates in 1987 significantly higher than the
national average, according to a Federal study of

Medicare patients.

“ .. it was scary because | was in labor ... and they
said ‘we have to make certain he's not retarded’ ... so
they poked your head three times to draw blood out of

it ... | was totally petrified.”

Dr.J. Milton Hudson tried to deliver me naturally
for a pretty long time. Apparently 1 was a bit
100 big for mom, 5o they rushed her in for a
cesarean after she'd been in labor for a full

24 hours.

“ ... they dragged me in, and they knifed me, and I said
I feel everything’ and they said ‘well we're sorry, its
too late’ ... and I felt him slice me open, I felt them ...

they pull my intestines out ... literally, | mean it was

amazing ... "

Mom says they didn't give her an epidural, or
that they didn't give her enough ... | don't really

remember. Anyway, 'm not allowed to forget this.

MANHATTAN MAN, 76, KILLED IN

CRASH IN BATTERY PARK

“... you know, he goes, ‘oh the baby looks Greek’ ... he

was in tears ... passed out. | didn’t see you ... "

A 1987 Ford van driven by Robert Kelly, 21, of
Staten Island, was traveling toward Manhattan
when the van crossed into oncoming traffic and
collided with a 1980 Mercedes-Benz driven by
Edward Deutsch, 76, of 19 W. 44th Street in Man-
hattan. Mr. Deutsch was pronounced dead at the

scene. — Source: The New York Times

“10:00 ... even though they wrote 10:30 on your birth

certificate ... and no, | wasn't drugged up if you recall.”

A baby boy was born to parents Fay and
Mark Brower at 10:00 ax (officially), weighing

8 pounds 5 ounces, 21 inches in length.

“ ... about 7 hours later they wheeled you in ... and

you were just so gorgeous and I looked at you ... and
I thought you were a mistake ... (laughter) | wasn’t

expecting a blonde haired blue-eyed baby.”

She had recently watched a documentary about

two kids who were swapped at birth,

What's up with that?" .. I started patting my head to Q-

NEW YORK PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL
kind of see if maybe | had one too.”

525 EAST 68TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10065

LOCAL: “Mom and Dad don’t agree on much. That’s why they’re not married anymore. They did agree, however, that they’d like to have a kid, and on Dec. 15th,
1988, they got one. I spoke with both of my parents to hear their accounts of the day’s events, and they managed to contradict one another on nearly every
point of discussion ... down to the very route they took to the hospital. Excerpts from either conversation accompany their “respective” trips to New York Pres-

byterian along with local news, relevant contextual information and my own commentary.”
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Thé following are 60 of the Billboard top 100 pop hits

forthe year 1988. Five of George Michael's singles

made the chartirfa single year. Secondary text is

color coded as follows:

NOTES . ®

COMMENTARY 'm0

NATIONAL HEADLINES B

YEAR OF GEORGE MICHAEL

Surveying the past year in commercial pop music, 1988

v Michael
year-end annual chart tallies, Mr Michael’s album “Faith”
was the No. 1 pop album and compact disk and is ttle
song the top single of 1988, Mr. Michael finished as the

year's top album artist and its top singles artist

Mr. Michael's acheivement wa all the more impressive
because the singer, songwriter and producer does not
belong to part of a broader trend; His artful studio pop
has almost nothing stylistically in Gomfon with the
metal rock that dominated the chiartsfor most of the
year. No less than six of the year’s top 20 albums could

be categorized s hard-to-heavy metal rock.

— Source: New York Tiries, Steptien Holden

“One More Try" was the third consecutive #1 single.
from the Faith album.“One More Zry"dobuted at an
impressive #40 the woek of April 16, 1988,and matching
the speed of “Father Figure", reached #1 by its seventh
week, May 26, 1988, this time staying there fof three.
consecutive weeks.“One More Try" was the second:
longest running #1 of 1988, tied with“Every Rose Has s
Thor" by Poison, and behind the four-week run of Steve

Winwood's “RollWith It". — Source: Wikipedia

CRYSTAL MYSTERIES

Whether there is or is ot 'a Santa Claus is a mat-
ter of personal predilection, but there has beon 1o
choice about another seasonal proposition: no fiwo
snowflakes are alike. How many parents have been
pleased to astonish their children with that assertion of

crystalline infinity?

Now its tho parents tun to bo astonished. A lotter in
the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Socity
describes the belief in no-two-alike as “a bit of folk
wisdom generally accepted even among those few
regarded as experts in the subject” But it s no more.
The author, Dr. Nancy Knight, a scientist at tho National
Conter for Atmospheric Research, reports finding a
matching pair in a snowstorm over Wisconsin. She was
collecting flakes on a research flight, exposing a glass
slide to pick up crystals. A photo revealed the similarity

of the two of them

What's the significance of the her discovery? “Noth
ing cosmic.” Dr. Knight says."It's not going to solve the
greenhouse effect” The real challenge that she sees
s explaining how two crystals grew the same. A myth

demolished, but nature's mystery survives.

— Source: New York Times

In the USS. "Father Figure" became George Michael’s

sixth number one single (counting #1 singles garnered

as half of Wham). “Father Figure" debuted at #49 on

January 16,1988, while “Faith" was still prominent

(at #9) in the top tier of the chart. In the subsequent

weeks,“Father Figure” was a surefire hit, reaching #1

by its seventh week, February 27, 1988, staying at the

top for two weeks. Altogether, the single spent 6 weeks

in the Top 10,9 weeks in the Top 20,and 14 weeks in

the Top 40. — Source: Wikipedia

FAITH
by George Michael

NEED YOU TONIGHT
by INXS

GOT MY MIND SET ON YOU

by George Harrison

NEVER GONNA GIVE YOU UP

by Rick Astley

SWEET CHILD O' MINE
by Guns N’ Roses

SO EMOTIONAL

by Whitney Houston

HEAVEN IS A PLACE ON EARTH

by Belinda Carlisle

COULD'VE BEEN
by Tiffany

HANDS TO HEAVEN
by Breathe

ROLL WITH IT
by Steve Winwood

ONE MORE TRY
by George Michael

WISHING WELL
by Terence Trent d’Arby

ANYTHING FOR YOU

by Gloria Estefan & Miami Sound Machine

THE FLAME
by Cheap Trick

GET OUTTA MY DREAMS, GET INTO MY CAR

by Billy Ocean

SEASONS CHANGE
by Expose

IS THIS LOVE
by Whitesnake

WILD, WILD WEST
by Escape Club

POUR SOME SUGAR ON ME
by Def Leppard

I"'LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU
by Taylor Dayne

MAN IN THE MIRROR

by Michael Jackson

SHAKE YOUR LOVE
by Debbie Gibson

SIMPLY IRRESISTIBLE
by Robert Palmer

HOLD ON TO THE NIGHTS
by Richard Marx

HUNGRY EYES
by Eric Carnen

SHATTERED DREAMS

Jazz

FATHER FIGURE
by George Michael

NAUGHTY GIRLS (NEED LOVE TOO)

by Samantha Fox

A GROOVY KIND OF LOVE
by Phil Collins

LOVE BITES
by Def Leppard

ENDLESS SUMMER NIGHTS

by Richard Marx

FOOLISH BEAT
by Debbie Gibson

WHERE DO BROKEN HEARTS GO

by Whitney Houston

ANGEL
by Aerosmith

HAZY SHADE OF WINTER
by Bangles

THE WAY YOU MAKE ME FEEL
by Michael Jackson

DON’'T WORRY, BE HAPPY
by Bobby McFerrin

MAKE ME LOSE CONTROL

by Eric Carnen

RED RED WINE
by UB40

SHE'S LIKE THE WIND
by Patric Swayze

BAD MEDICINE
by Bon Jovi

KOKOMO
by Beach Boys

| DON'T WANNA GO ON WITH YOU LIKE THAT

by Elton John

TOGETHER FOREVER

MONKEY
by George Michael

DE
by INXS

SHOULD'VE KNOWN BETTER
by Richard Marx

| DON'T WANNA LIVE WITHOUT YOUR LOVE
by Chicago

THE LOCOMOTION
by Kylie Minogue

WHAT HAVE | DONE TO DESERVE THIS?
by Pet Shop Boys & Dusty Springfield

MAKE IT REAL
by Jets

WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND

by Information Society

TELL IT TO MY HEART
by Taylor Dayne

OUT OF THE BLUE
by Debbie Gibson

DON'T YOU WANT ME
by Jody Watley

DESIRE
by U2

| GET WEAK
by Belinda Carlisle

SIGN YOUR NAME
by Terence Trent d’Arby

| WANT TO BE YOUR MAN
by Roger

GIRLFRIEND
by Pebbles

SINGER JAMES BROWN RECEIVES

6-YEAR SENTENCE IN CAR CHASE

AIKEN, S.C, Dec, 16 (AP) - The séul singer James Brown
was sentenced to six years in prison today for fail
ing to stop for the police in a two state automible
chase. But he was acquitied of assault with intent

toKill.

M. Brown'slawer, Bill Wéeks, had argued that the pros-
pect of arresting a celebrity.caused the police to over-
react in their pursuit of Mr. Brovn, Bit the prosecuor,
Robert Harte, said that Mr.Brown admitted that he failed

to obey a police officer's commiand to pull over.

An Alken County jury deliberated more’ thah thee
hours before finding M. Brown guilty of two counts of
aggravated assault and of eluding the police. Mr. Browrt
tostified wodnesday that he did not stop because ho
feared for his Ife. 1 was scared to death,” M Brown said,

I went to Vietnam and I wasn't that frightened.

— Source: New York Times

2.BOYS HELD IN CRACK CASE

BOSTON, Dec. 14 (AP) — Two boys, 10 and 13 years old,

have been charged in Dorchester District Court with op.

erating a sidewalk business peddling crack. They were

arrested Friday. — Source: New York Times

TEACHERS HELD IN MANHATTAN

AND BROOKLYN: SEPERATE ARRESTS

INVOLVE HANDGUN AND DRUGS

Two New York City schoolteachers were arrested
yesterday, one for illogally possessing a handgun
that the police said had been found by a student and
that the teacher had offered to buy, and the other on

drug charges.

[Shirley Smith), whose students said had warned them
about drugs was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana and cocaine after an investigation begun

by atip to a school officlal, the police said

They said she was the kind of teacher who bought
them little presents, lent lunch money, and borrowed
library books for them. She also warned them away

from drugs, they said.

‘She said not to use drugs because you'll end up in the
streets, a bum.” said Yesenia Rivera, 12."1 don't believe
she did it said Andre Cruz, 11."I feel broken up. She

used to troat us like a mother:

— Source: New York Times

3 AGENTS AND PLAYER CHARGED IN

FRAUD OF COLLEGES

A Federal grand jury indicted three agents today,

finding that improper payments and threats of vio:

lence were used to induce dozens of athlotes to sign

professional management contracts while they were

in college.

In addition, Cris Carter. a player for the Philadelphia

Eagles of the National Football League, was indicted

on charges of mail fraud and obstruction of justice in

connection.with payments he received from the agents,

— Source: New York Times

My mother maintains that there is o correlation
betwreen my riame and the pop star's. “Mom I hase to
ask you who I was named after,” to which she replies,
‘you were named after my father ... and Michal just
because it sounded good.” “Kissing a Fool" was.
George Michael's 5th single in the top 100. It wash't irf

the top sixty.

NATIONAL: “The following are 6o of the Billboard top 100 pop hits for the year 1988. Five of George Michael’s singles made the chart in a single year. My mother

maintains that there is no correlation between my name and the pop star’s. ‘Mom I have to ask you who I was named after,” to which she replies, ‘you were

named after my father ... and Michael just because it sounded good.” ‘Kissing a Fool’ was George Michael’s sth single in the top 100. It wasn’t in the top sixty.”
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Article abstracts are identified by date.

Secondary text is color coded as follows:

GLOBAL HEADLINES M

GAY RIGHTS BILL CHEERED IN/VT.

People are really scared of AIDS. Much more in 1988 than

they are today. Straight people were pretty convinced that gay.

people were solely responsible for the epidemic, and the gay

community suffered a lot because of it.

The following are abstracts of newspaper articles outlining

the discrimination faced by gays in 1988. The U.S. government

didn't start making note of whether or not hate crimes were
motivated by sexual or racial prejudice until the early nine-
ties, but headlines will show that 1988 saw a significant in-
crease in straight-on-gay violence. Still, the entire planet was

in love with George Michael. Joke's on them.

Lonely and araid, Mr. Russell was 23 years old be-
fore he could admit his homosexuality to anyone.
That was 11 years ago. Since then, he has been
harassed on the streets of Burlington, Vermont's
largest city, whore he Sometimes soctalizes in gay.
bars, and he suspects he has been the victim of

discrimination in hiring.

To help people 1ike Mr. Russell the Vermont Sen:
ate has passed a gay rights bill that would outiaw
the most obvious forms of discriminationgin the

fh loyinent and credit.

Howard Russell, homosexual who lives in Mid-
dlebury, Vermont, says he hopes gay rights bill
that has been passed by Vermont Senate will
help stop discrimination he feels he has suffered;
bill, which faces strong opposition in House,
has received backing of Development Secretary

Eldert Moulton.

However, it isijust that prospect that seems to,

frighten opponents of the legislation to ban dis:

Federally financed manual outling curriculum of
sex education for teenagers has touched off po-
litical firestorm in New Hampshire because,it de-

scribes h ity as normal: since January

cimination. They Gontend that
tolerance would persiiade homosexuals to move
toVermont.don't think we should be encourag-
ing people like that to come tothe state of Ver.
mont;’Staté Senator Gilbert Godnick,a Defocrat,
argued in the debate beforo thé 17-to-12 vote in

favor of the bill

— Source: The New York Times

THE LONG HAUL AGAINST AIDS

No vaceine oF hew troatment was promised at
the Stockholm sclentific conference on AIDS this
week. The plague’s world toll mounts and newly
reported details of the virus's behavior only un
derscore its insidiousness,like the finding that it
an lie,hidden for years, Beyond the scrutiny of
the current antibbdy tests.Still, the gloom may be

the darkness before the dawn.

The first results ofia new andlimore sensitive test
known as the polymerase chainteaction, indicate
that some people can acquire the virus atleast 18
months before testing positive on the present HIV
antibody tests,If widely true, that wouldsurely be
troubling. But it will probably turn out to be trie’

of only a tiny minority,

There's good reason to assume that most people
give a positive HIV antibody test within six weeks
of infection, The safety of the blood supply, al.
ready high though not absolute, should not be
much affected: people in high risk groups are

asked not to donate blood.

— Source: The New York Times

more than 200 copies of manual have been dis-
tributed to medical, family planning and govern-
ment agencies around state; Federal Government

has begun action to try to block its distribution.

United Methodist Church’s General Conference,
highest policymaking body of church, will dis-
cuss issue of homosexuality, and whether ho-

behavior is i i with,, Chris-

tian teaching and thus bar to church leadership.
United Methodist Church's General Conference
votes to maintain position that homosexual be-

havior d4s incompatible with Christian teaching

and bar to ordained ministry.

Study by Philadelphia Lesbian and Gay Task Force
has reported that nearly half of city’'s homosexual
men and one fifth of city's lesbians suffer violent
crimes in year because of their sexual orientation,
says figures are almost 12 times national annu-

al criminal violence rate for all men and 10 times

rate for all women.

Delegates to Southern Baptist Convention in San

Antonio as ‘a

tion of a depraved nature’' and ‘perversion of di-

vine standards.’

Flurry of recent studies have confirmed that ha-

FIGHTING AIDS AND ADDICTION

After two years of foot-dragging, Governor Cuomo
has taken a small step toward exploring whether
sterile needles and syringes might slow the wild-

fire spread of AIDS among drug addicts.

The action, little and late, is nevertheless wel-

rassment and crimes against are in-
creasing; gay-rights activists say incidents are be-
coming more violent; problem seems to stem from
complex mix of circumstances, including anxiet-

ies and resentment about AIDS epidemic

Dozen gay protesters, at montly protest mass
across street from St Patrick's Cathedral, place
wreath bearing words ‘Free Sharon Kowalski” at
altar inside cathedral; Kowalski is disabled wom-

an whose parents are fighting her gay lover over

her care and visitors.

Six men attack two others with knives.and base-
ball bat on Manhattan's Upper West Side after ha-
rassing men with anti ual

come. well ahead on this road:
ey wish to save both addicts and the innocents
whom they infeet In America, lamentably, palitics
has tumed the issue into a choice between com-
bating AIDS or addiction. Adamant opposition of
law enforcement officers has frightened politi
cians from even testing a clean-for-used needle

exchange, as public health officials urge.

— Source: The New York Times

SURVEY FINDS WIDESPREAD.

AIDS(MISINFORMATION

Anew survey has found widespread misinforma-
tion about AIDS, with 26 Percent of the respon
dents thinking. they, would probably-get the dis-
ease from giving blood and 36 percent believing
they could get AIDS by eating at a restaurant

whero e cook has it

Two men are attacked on Upper West Side of Man-
hattan by group of knife and bat-wielding teen-
agers shouting anti-homosexual epithets; David
Wertheier, head of New York City Gay and Lesbi-
an Anti-Violence Project, says number of assaults
against people who are homosexual or are per-
ceived by others to be homoesxual has risen dra-
matically this year; victims, Barry Finnegan and

David Frank, were attacked by six youths; both

are injured.

Thousands stage protest on Upper West Side of
Manhattan to protest recent violence against

homosexuals ‘and police arrest at least 100 for

blocking traffic.

Op-Ed article by Robert A Bernstein on comment
by Judge Jack Hampton of Dallas, that he imposed
30-year prison sentence on convicted murderer,
rather than life term, because victims were homo-
sexual; says frightening implication of his remark
is that gay persons are like fair game, that vio-
lence against them is at least partially excusable;
says contrary to what some people think and fear,
homosexuals do not have power to alter anybody

else’s sexual orientation.

be a great deal of uncertainty
about the causes of AIDS” the National Center
for Health Statistics said in a report distributed
this wek by its parent agency, the Centers for
Disease Control here, Some 6fthe misinformation
may be because the public has not been given
enough detailed information to be convincing. If
we want people to believe they can't be infected
by casual contact “we have to start giving them
some technical information about why.it can't
happen,” said Dr. Deborah Dayson, a researcher

who worked on the survey report.

— Source: The New York Times

AIDS PEAK FROM NEW TESTS

TO NEW VIRUSES

The latest catchphrase in the war against AIDS is
something called prevalence testing. Policymak-
ors, rosoarchers and health officials all want to
know just how far the AIDS virus, called HIV-1, has
spread in the USS., but they disagree vehemently
on how to go about it. After months of resisting
President Reagan's calls for mandatory testing,
Stirgeon General C. Evarett Koop last woek told
reporters at an AIDS conferencein London that
16 hopes this spring to screen everystudent ata
still unchosen urban U.S, university with a popu-
lation of 26,000. Said Koop;That wouild give you
a pretty goodidea of the prevalence in that age

group in an urban setting.

The modest proposal has, been cautiously em-
braced by some university officials, though oth-
ers question its usefulness, 1 do/ttHink a testing
program at a university will yield objective data
on the distribution of the diseasa" says Boston
University President John, Silber. “People. who
don't think they have AIDS are not going to be
very interested in getting their arm punched just
for the hell of it Notes Dr.James Brown, direc-
tor of student health services at the University of
California, Berkeley: I don'tthink doing it on one
campus s going to tell you anything” The Presi-
dent reportedly introduced the idea of testing col-
lege students last summer at a Cabinet meeting,

where it was strongly opposed.

— Source: Time Magazine

GLOBAL: “People are really scared of AIDS. Much more in 1988 than they are today. Straight people were pretty convinced that gay people were solely responsible

for the epidemic, and the gay community suffered a lot because of it. The following are abstracts of newspaper articles outlining the discrimination faced by gays

in 1988. The U.S. government didn’t start making note of whether or not hate crimes were motivated by sexual or racial prejudice until the early nineties, but

headlines will show that 1988 saw a significant increase in straight-on-gay violence. Still, the entire planet was in love with George Michael. Joke’s on them.”
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DESIGNER/AUTHOR

The one thing this assignment certainly chal-
lenges is the conventional role of the designer
as a “passive” communicator. In a traditional
sense, the designer is presented with an inal-
terable body of content. He or she is expected
to give this content form so that the two may
serve to enhance and illuminate each other

simultaneously.

Here, the notion of designer as “form-giver”
hasn’t changed. What has, is the notion of the
designer as a “passive” participant in the for-
mation of meaning. The D.O.B. project forces
the designer to play an “active” role in the
generation of content. While we’re not writing
the articles or creating the figures that serve
as the project’s substance, our selective role in
“curating” this information lets us shape its

ultimate meaning and impact.

The exciting part of this “role-reversal” for
graphic design as a whole, is the elevation of a

practice/service to an art.

‘ grid3_backupVl.indd 28

THE PROCESS

Since I was forced to funnel the development of
these posters through a “working method” with
which T was not entirely familiar, the impor-
tance of a clearly defined process in the visual

arts became clear.

I don’t have any problem saying that a large
reason a lot of people seek to become designers
is that they’re highly stimulated by their sense
of sight. They find comfort in aesthetics. The
toughest part about design education is break-
ing the established notion that what looks good,

is good.

With the power of today’s software its not
difficult to create what we might refer to as
“beauty.” What is difficult is justifying beauty,
grounding our aesthetic decisions in something

concrete, so that our form is not empty.

CONCLUSION
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