History Project

or

"An Attempt at Creating A Sense of Time/Space of Somewhere Else, Long Ago"

For the History Project I spent time with my friend and her parents over the weekend of February 18 - February 21, 2005 at their home in Sacramento. I collected sound throughout the weekend with the Sound Department's MiniDisc Recording Device.

Originally I was supposed to interview my friend's Grandmother in China Town, SF but that plan was not realized. My friend assured me that I would have the chance to interview her Great Aunt and Uncle but that plan too, was not realized. Not having achieved an actual and formal 'interview', I decided to free my definition of 'interview' and began looking at my time spent with my friend and her family, specifically her parents, as a very intimate interview that spanned multiple days and multiple settings. Taking this reconceptualization of the 'interivew' I indentified and attempted to create a parallel between my friend and her relationship to her parents and Terrence & Dennis McKenna's concept of the holographic creation of images as illustration of the nature of and structure of 'mind'.

Briefly, Terrence and Dennis describe the quality of holograms to contain the entirety of their image/information within each of its smallest portions. The McKenna Brothers attempt to explain this quality by saying:

"Another peculiar quality of holograms is that because the hologram records a set of interference patterns, this pattern is distributed equally and ubiquitously throughout the holographic plate, such that any part of it embodies the whole image. In a conventional photograph, each point from the scene corresponds to one point in the photograph; in a hologram, each point is diffused to many points in the holographic plate. Thus, one can take a hologram and tear it in half and then shine a laser on one of the halves; the resulting image will be a reconstruction of the entire object; if one then tears it into quarters and illuminates one of the quarters, the result will be the same: The total image can be reconstructed from any fragment of the hologram, right down to the very smallest "chip" of the plate. In theory, a fragment of a hologram will yield a total image of the object without significant loss of resolution unless the fragment is so small as to approach the size of the wavelength of the illuminating beam. In practice, however, the coarseness of the photographic emulsion will cause a loss of detail considerably before this level is reached, so that while a total image can be reconstructed from even a very small chip of a hologram, if the chip is too minute, the image will be lacking in detail. Only details will be lost, however; the essence of the entire message will remain to the last."

(The Invisible Landscape, 1975, p. 44)

Terrence and Dennis illuminate upon the holographic structure of the brain, which is closely related to the concept of 'mind'. In meditation about this project, I began to understand my friend as a UNIT of the entire HOLOGRAM that is her whole family. Within her and expressed through her is the ESSENCE of her family's personality and history. Spending time with my friend and her parents allowed me to see them each as unique units/entities that collectively form a larger holographic image or landscape of personality through history. I became interested in this idea/illustration of family as a collective personality expressed over a period of time and from this point, began working with the actual sounds and experiences.

I decided to break up the individual units of sound that I have using a "tok" sound or the sound of a hollow wooden percussion instrument being struck once. This sound is expressive of rhythem and the passage of time. I also felt that this sound communicates a Classical Chinese sound that helps to give cohesion to the separate parts but also allows them to be distinct.

The individual pieces of sound themselves include tracks of my friend playing piano, of music boxes found in their house, of interactions between my friend and her parents, of stories told about family members and culture, and of bells in a park. The intention embedded within my decisions helped me to organize the separate pieces. My intention was to create a sense of journey into a unique time and place where one experienced the history of a collective personality made up of my friend and her parents and all the other family members they refer to in their actual words or in their silent presence and Being.

The ending of the piece illustrates or perhaps alludes to my inability to feel completely in control of the process of understanding and creating an understanding of this collective personality, this family. I am ultimately very happy with the ideas and project that have come out of my efforts and I feel that the humor/irony I feel about the whole experience is expressed within the ending sounds as well.

I hope I explained the idea of the hologram clearly enough for you all to understand where my mind went in the process of making this piece.

The mind is completely and whole existant within each distinct aspect of itself...

or

"Thus the continuum is present in each actual entity, and each actual entity pervades the continuum." (Science and the Modern World, Whitehead 1967, p.83)

